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Fighting  for 

domestic 

partnerships 

Activists  in  San  Francisco ,  Seattle  and 
Minneapolis  gear  up  for  election  day  battles 


By  Chris  NeaJon 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  As  Election  Day 
approaches.  West  Coast  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  are  waging  heated  battles  over  the 
issue  of  domestic  partnership.  In  San 
Francisco,  pro-gay  lobbyists  are  pushing  for 
Proposition  K,  which  would  allow  lesbian, 
gay,  and  unmarried  heterosexual  couples  to 
register  their  relationships  with  the  city.  In 
Seattle,  meanwhile,  activists  are  fighting 
against  Question  35,  which  would  strike 
unmarried  couples  from  the  city’s  family 
leave  ordinance.  That  measure,  passed  in 
1989,  expanded  sick  and  bereavement  leave 
to  municipal  employees  with  domestic 
partners. 

In  a  third  arena,  lesbians  and  gay  men  in 
Minneapolis  are  debating  whether  to  push  a 
partial  domestic  partnership  ordinance 
through  the  city  council  this  fall,  despite 
growing  liberal  opposition  to  the  proposal. 
Initial  enthusiasm  for  a  partnership  ordinance 
dwindled  when  the  measure  expanded  to 
include  medical  benefits  for  the  partners  of 
city  employees,  a  financial  commitment  that 
has  frightened  off  would-be  supporters. 

Taken  together,  the  Minneapolis,  Seattle, 
and  San  Francisco  br.ttles  point  to  what  some 
activists  see  as  an  mportant  next  step  in 
lesbian  and  gay  politics  —  a  move  towards 
government  recognition  of  lesbian/gay 
relationships.  Nonetheless,  domestic 
partnership  campaigns  have  remained 
primarily  local,  and  have  yet  to  engage  laige 
numbers  of  activists. 

“There’s  a  lot  of  debate  about  the  viability 
of  these  things,”  said  Paula  Ettelbrick,  legal 
director  for  Lambda  Legal  Education  and 
Defense  Fund.  Ettelbrick  told  GCN  she 
thought  many  lesbian  and  gay  activists 
perceive  domestic  partnership  ordinances  as 
“stop-gap”  measures  that,  while  necessary  for 
further  progress,  are  not  immediately 
rewarding  in  themselves.  Furthermore,  said 
Ettelbrick,  domestic  partnership  drives  are 
being  conducted  at  the  local  level,  which  has 
somewhat  limited  the  political  profile  of  the 
issue.  “I  see  small  pockets  of  people  who 
have  worked  very  hard  on  this,”  Ettelbrick 
said,  “but  it’s  hard  to  get  the  [larger] 
community  fired  up  about  it.” 

Seattle 

Enthusiasm  for  partnership  campaigns 
varies  from  place  to  place.  In  Seattle,  for 
instance,  where  Question  35  is  designed  to 
take  back  benefits  that  unmarried  couples 
won  only  a  year  ago,  the  No  on  35  campaign 
has  garnered  extremely  broad  support. 


“We’ve  been  really  lucky,”  said  Amy 
Freedheim,  a  No  on  35  organizer.  “The  gay 
and  lesbian  community  has  been 
tremendously  involved.” 

Freedheim  added  that  other  political  blocs, 
including  church  leaders  and  members  of 
Seattle’s  African-American  and  Asian- 
American  communities,  have  come  out 
strongly  against  Question  35.  Norm  Rice,  the 
mayor  of  Seattle,  has  also  offered  his  support 
to  the  No  on  35  effort,  and  is  one  of  the  co¬ 
chairs  of  the  campaign. 

Freedheim  said  she  thought  the  strength  of 
the  anti-35  campaign  lay  both  in  current 
coalitions  and  in  Seattle’s  strong  history  of 
progressive  politics.  One  of  the  key 
strategies  of  the  anti-35  effort,  said 
Freedheim,  has  been  the  development  of  a 
speaker’s  bureau  that  sponsors  discussions  of 
domestic  partnership,  and  explains  the 
negative  consequences  of  passing  Question 
35.  “We’ve  been  sending  speakers  to  every 
kind  of  group  we  can  think  of,”  said 
Freedheim,  adding  that  “it  has  actually  been 
very  successful.” 

Freedheim  also  said  she  thought  Seattle  is 
“very  sensitive  about  civil  rights,”  and  that 
citizens  are  proud  of  the  city’s  progressive 
history.  For  instance,  she  said,  “the  city 
defeated  initiative  1 3.”  That  measure,  which 
was  introduced  in  the  late  1970s  in  the  midst 
of  an  anti-gay  backlash,  would  have  removed 
sexual  orientation  from  the  categories 
protected  in  a  fair  housing  act. 

The  big  hurdle  for  No  on  35  workers, 
Freedheim  remarked,  is  making  sure  that 
voters  come  out  to  the  polls  Nov.  6. 
Generally,  though,  she  said  that  anti-35  forces 
feel  extremely  confident  about  defeating  the 
measure,  saying,  “the  question  isn’t,  will  we 
win?  but,  by  how  much?” 

San  Francisco 

The  race  for  partnership  rights  is  much 
closer  in  San  Francisco.  Proposition  K, 
which  would  establish  a  domestic  partners 
registration  system,  faces  the  difficulty  of 
voter  apathy,  as  well  as  debate  from  within 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

“Our  biggest  problem  is  getting  people  out 
to  vote.”  said  Larry  Brinkins  of  the  San 
Francisco  Human  Rights  Commission. 
Brinkins  told  GCN  that  traditionally,  older, 
more  conservative  people  vote  in  larger 
numbers  than  their  younger,  progressive 
counterparts. 

Brinkins  added  that  Prop  K  has  also  been 
the  object  of  some  controversy  in  the  gay  and 
lesbian  community.  The  initiative  proposes 
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Lesbian  conference 
planners  meet  in  Atlanta 


With  just  six  months  left  before  the  event,  organizers  continue  to 
strive  for  inclusion  and  achieve  consensus  on  thorny  issues 


By  Laura  Briggs 

ATLANTA — Back  in  the  fall  of  1988,  a 
small  group  of  lesbians  gathered  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  to  plan  what  they  were 
then  calling  a  “lesbian  agenda”  conference. 
Armed  with  $3000  in  seed  money  from  the 
1987  March  on  Washington,  and  some 
experience  of  organizing  for  the  March, 
participants  began  to  discuss  what  a  national 
event  planned  exclusively  by  and  for  lesbians 
would  look  like.  After  several  months  of 
meetings  in  different  regions,  and  a  national 
meeting  in  Durham,  N.C.,  priorities  were  set 
for  the  event:  it  was  to  be  a  grassroots 
initiative,  and  the  work  would  focus  on 
including  all  lesbians,  with  particular  care 
taken  to  involve  lesbians  of  color,  lesbians 
with  disabilities,  rural  lesbians,  and  others 
who  are  not  usually  well-represented  in 
national  lesbian  and  gay  initiatives. 

Now,  two  years  later,  planning  for  the 
National  Lesbian  Conference  (NLC), 
scheduled  to  be  held  April  24-28,  1991,  in 
Atlanta,  has  entered  the  final  stretch.  An 
office  was  opened  last  June  in  Atlanta,  and  a 
planning  meeting  held  here  Sept.  14-16 
began  addressing  issues  beyond  how  to 
involve  more  women  in  the  organizing,  and 
started  looking  toward  the  conference  itself. 
The  NLC  is  already  employing  two  paid  staff 
members:  Mary  Lu  Lewis,  as  coordinator  of 
the  conference,  and  Bridget  Collins,  as  a 
fundraiser.  As  organizers  continue  to  s  Juggle 
with  how  to  create  an  event  that  is  conscious 
of  the  differences  between  lesbians,  Mary 
Francis  Platt,  a  disability  rights  activist,  will 
begin  working  out  of  the  national  office  Dec. 
1  to  coordinate  disability  access. 

Despite  a  strong,  stated  commitment  to 
anti-racism  and  anti-ableism  by  NLC 
organizers,  Ayofemi  Folayan,  a  Black  lesbian 
with  disabilities,  says  she  is  concerned  about 
whether  that  commitment  is  being  translated 
into  reality.  “The  vision  of  the  conference 
was  that  how  it  was  being  organized  was  as 
important  as  the  conference  itself.”  said 
Folayan.  “The  vision  was  to  change  the 
lesbian  community:  to  change  how  we  work 


with  each  other,  with  all  of  our  different 
cultures  and  abilities.” 

Folayan  told  GCN  that  after  a  promising 
beginning,  when  anti-racism  and  anti-ableism 
were  the  central  issues  addressed  at  the  first 
national  meeting  in  Durham,  she  does  not 
feel  confident  that  the  on-going,  day-to-day 
work  of  unlearning  racism  and  ableism  is 
continuing.  She  said  that  she  did  not  feel  that 
the  leadership  of  women  of  color  or  women 
with  disabilities  was  being  accepted  by  some 
members  of  the  steering  committee,  and  that 
she  had  heard  many  blatantly  racist  and 
ableist  statements  at  meetings.  “There  has  not 
been  anti-racist  training  for  the  steering 
committee,  orfor  many  of  the  regional 
groups.  We  have  all  been  imbued  with  racist 
assumptions — it’s  not  going  to  float  away  on 
the  wind.” 

Regional  organizing 

Other  organizers  expressed  concerns  that 
some  regions  are  not  as  involved  as  others. 
MP  Schildmeyer,  the  on-site  logistics 
coordinator  for  the  event,  told  GCN  that  the 
bulk  of  the  NLC  activism  has  happened  in 
the  Midwest,  South  and  Southeastern  regions, 
rather  than  the  traditionally  well-organized 
areas  like  Boston,  San  Francisco,  and  New 
York  City. 

“Basically,  the  conference  is  being 
organized  by  women  who  are  not  usually  the 
national-event  organizers  in  our  community,” 
said  Schildmeyer.  She  also  stressed  that  in 
many  ways,  it  is  a  positive  step  forward  for 
the  lesbian  community  to  take  leadership 
from  outside  the  traditional  sources. 

Lavinia  Penson,  an  older  Black  lesbian  in 
New  York,  spoke  of  some  frustration  with 
organizing  in  that  area.  "We’re  having 
problems  in  [this]  region,  because  the  women 
aren’t  coming  out,  even  those  who  call 
themselves  ‘activists’”  she  told  GCN.  “It 
could  be  fear,”  she  said,  “[perhaps]  some 
women  don’t  want  to  be  involved  because  a 
lot  of  women  of  color  are  involved.”  She 
added,  “That  would  be  very  sad.”  Penson 
believes,  though,  that  more  women  will 
Continued  on  page  7 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“Perhaps  AIDS  has  been  our  greatest 
challenge.  Some  view  it  as  a  setback,  but  it 
is  a  challenge  from  the  Supreme  for  us  to 
do  more  earlier  in  our  lives;  to  strive  harder, 
never  to  waste  a  moment,  and  continue  to 
make  this  planet  an  even  greater  place  than 
we  have  already  made  it.  It  gives 
heterosexuals  a  chance  to  catch  up. 

“Just  the  same,  in  Africa,  AIDS  is  their 
challenge  to  free  themselves  from  the 
bondage  of  poverty  and  primative  [sic] 
medical  practices.” 

—  San  Francisco  Sentinel  columnist 
Michael  Colbruno,  arguing  for  the  innate 
superiority  of  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Colbruno  also  asserts  in  his  Oct.  4  column 
that  "we"  have  "composed  the  greatest 
music,  written  the  most  beautiful  books, 
lavished  the  world  with  the  most  sensuous 
and  beautiful  poetry  ...  led  churches  [and] 
won  wars." 

Denver  passes  human 
rights  ordinance 

DENVER  —  Lesbian  and  gay  activists 
declared  victory  here  Oct.  15,  as  the  Denver 
City  Council  passed  its  first-ever  human 
and  civil  rights  ordinance.  The  measure, 
initially  drafted  by  a  lesbian  and  a  gay  man, 
provides  protection  against  discrimination 
in  housing,  employment,  health  services 
and  public  accommodations.  The  12 
categories  protected  under  the  ordinance 
include  sexual  orientation,  military  status, 
marital  status,  race,  gender,  age,  and  mental 
or  physical  disabilities.  The  council  voted 
8-4  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Tea  Schook,  who  helped  draft  the 
ordinance,  told  GCN  that  she  initially 
thought  what  Denver  needed  was  a  pro-gay 
amendment  to  its  human  rights  ordinance. 
But  it  soon  became  clear,  she  said,  that 
Denver  didn’t  have  an  ordinance  to  begin 
with.  “So  we  wrote  one,”  said  Schook. 

Phil  Krasnoski,  a  gay  activist  who 
attended  the  meeting,  told  GCN  he  thought 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  was  a  triumph 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  Colorado.  “It's 
marvelous,"  he  said.  “I’m  a  free  woman." 

Chris  Nealon 

Suspect  named  in  ACT 
UP  office  fire 

NEW  YORK  —  After  several  weeks  of 
mystery,  ACT  UP  members  here  say  they 
have  contacted  a  suspect  in  the  attempted 
arson  of  their  new  offices.  The  group  found 
its  new  workspace  partially  burned  on  Sept. 
21,  a  few  days  before  the  office  was 
scheduled  to  open  (see  GCN,  Sept  29). 

ACT  UP  activists  objected  to  local 
coverage  of  the  fire,  charging  that  the  press 
had  implied  that  the  incident  was  caused  by 
a  disgruntled  ACT  UP  member.  The  New 
York  Times,  for  instance,  reported  that  some 
35  keys  to  the  office  were  available,  while 
ACT  UP  office  workers  claimed  that  only 
five  keys  had  been  distributed. 

According  to  ACT  UP’s  Frank  Smithson, 
the  suspect  in  the  fire,  20-year-old  Carlos 
Alicia,  had  attended  two  ACT  UP  meetings 
and  volunteered  to  help  finish  the  new 
allegedly  workspace.  Smithson  told  GCN 
that  Alicia  seems  to  have  “swiped  a  set  of 
keys”  and  returned  to  the  office  late  night  of 
the  21. 

He  maintained  that  Alicia  was  not 
mentally  stable,  and  told  ACT  UP  members 
that  he  started  the  fire  because  he  was 
“‘mad  at  my  mother.’ 

“We’re  hoping  he'll  plead  guilty  and  get 
some  help,”  Smithson  said. 

Chris  Nealon 

Researchers  finally  link 
Chronic  Fatigue  to  AIDS 

KYOTO,  Japan — Researchers  believe 
that  Chronic  Fatigue  Syndrome  is 
attributable  to  a  retrovirus,  according  to  a 
paper  released  at  a  neuropathology 
conference  here  Sept.  4.  The  theory  lends 
weight  to  the  claims  of  activists  who  have 
attempted  to  link  the  disease  to  AIDS, 
which  many  believe  is  caused  by  the  HIV 
retrovirus. 

Chronic  Fatigue,  once  dismissed  as  the 
“yuppie  flu,"  begins  with  flu-like  symptoms 
and  develops  into  disabling  exhaustion. 
According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  three  U.S. 
scientists  reported  that  they  had  found 
evidence  of  a  retrovirus  in  the  blood  of  23 
of  30  people  with  the  disease  that  they 
studied.  Researchers  also  said  that  they 
found  the  virus  in  close  friends  and  family 
members  of  those  with  Chronic  Fatigue, 


suggesting  that  it  may  be  contagious. 

The  People  with  Immune  System 
Deficiency  (PISD)  Caucus  has  long 
regarded  Chronic  Fatigue  and  AIDS  as 
related  immune  system  disruptions,  creating 
a  coalition  of  activism  for  the  two  diseases. 
The  New  York  Native,  a  gay  weekly  that  is 
frequently  a  renegade  on  AIDS  issues, 
claims  that  AIDS  is  the  tip  of  the  iceberg  in 
immunosuppressant  diseases,  and  predicts 
that  large  numbers  of  people  may  be 
diagnosed  with  what  the  newspaper 
considers  to  be  the  related  illness,  Chronic 
Fatigue  Syndrome. 

Laura  Briggs 

Activists  charge 
Canadian  AIDS  plan 
lacking 

TORONTO — The  Canadian  government 
unveiled  its  long-awaited  AIDS  plan  at  the 
end  of  June,  but  some  activists  charge  that 
it  offers  little  in  the  way  of  new  initiatives 
or  funding. 

According  to  Rites,  a  Toronto  lesbian  and 
gay  monthly,  the  only  significant  concrete 
proposal  announced  was  the  creation  of  a 
national  AIDS  treatment  registry,  the 
Treatment  Information  System  for 
AIDS/HIV  (TISAH),  expected  to  be 
operational  sometime  next  year.  The 
registry,  formed  in  response  to  intense 
lobbying  by  the  activist  group  AIDS 
ACTION  NOW!,  would  include  alternative 
treatments  such  as  acupuncture  and  herbs. 

However,  the  balance  of  the  proposal 
only  reiterated  the  government’s 
commitment  to  existing  programs,  with  a 
promise  to  include  people  with  AIDS 
(PWAs)  in  decision-making  and  a  new 
program  to  study  the  prevalence  of  AIDS 
and  HIV  in  Canada.  This  “initiative” 
represented  a  major  disappointment  for 
activists,  as  the  Canadian  Parliament  had 
issued  a  series  of  progressive 
recommendations  that  PWAs  and  advocates 
had  hoped  to  see  implemented.  Among 
these  recommendations  were  including 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Human  Rights 
Code,  lifting  travel  restrictions  for  PWAs, 
providing  condoms  and  bleach  to  prisoners, 
and  addressing  AIDS-phobic 
discrimination.  Most  importantly,  the 
Parliamentary  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  AIDS 
had  urged  the  government  to  dramatically 
increase  AIDS  funding  overall. 

After  months  of  delay  for  “consultation,” 
the  government  adopted  none  of  these 
initiatives.  However,  AIDS  activists’ 
response  was  muted  by  the  non¬ 
homophobic  tone  of  the  announcement 
speech  by  Federal  Health  Minister  Perrin 
Beatty,  whom  members  of  AIDS  ACTION 
NOW!  described  as  quite  knowledgeable 
about  AIDS.  Activists  noted  a  marked 
contrast  between  Beatty  and  his 
predecessor,  Jake  Epp,  a  religious 
fundamentalist. 

Laura  Briggs 

Lesbians  win  fight 
against  straight  bar 

ALEXANDRIA,  Va.  —  In  the  only 
Virginia  jurisdiction  that  forbids  anti-gay 
discrimination,  two  lesbians  have  won 
concessions  from  a  heterosexual  bar  owner 
who  kicked  them  out  in  June.  According  to 
the  Washington  Blade,  a  lesbian  and  gay 
newspaper,  the  owner  of  the  bar  wrote  a 
letter  to  Dale  Barnhard  and  Gail  Black 
apologizing  for  having  removed  them  from 
his  club,  which  is  called  GW’s.  Gary  Miller, 
the  bar  owner,  also  promised  to  post  a  copy 
of  the  city’s  equal  opportunity  code  in  a 
conspicuous  place  in  GW’s,  and  sent 
Barnhard  a  check  for  $180.  The  check  was 
to  compensate  for  the  hours  Barnhard  lost 
at  work  while  filing  her  complaint  and 
negotiating  with  GW’s. 

Chris  Nealon 

ACT  UP  closes  down 
medical  information 
office 

WESTWOOD,  Mass.— An  ACT 
UP/Boston  demonstration  played  to  an 
absent  audience  Oct.  3,  when  the  Medical 
Information  Bureau  (MIB)  closed  at  noon 
prior  to  the  4  p.m.  action.  Organizers 
attributed  the  shut  down  to  the  protest.  The 
demo  drew  attention  to  the  little-publicized 
compiling  of  medical  and  personal 
information  by  the  MIB  computer  data  bank 
on  individuals  who  have  applied  for  health, 
life,  or  disability  insurance. 


The  MIB  was  the  target  of  a 
Massachusetts  Public  Information  Research 
Group  (MassPIRG)  report  last  spring, 
which  claimed  that  insurers  were  relying  on 
MIB  to  make  crucial  decisions  about  who  is 
eligible  for  health,  life,  and  disability 
insurance.  According  to  the  report, 
individuals  seeking  insurance  routinely  sign 
away  their  right  to  privacy  in  a  waiver  that 
is  part  of  the  application  procedure. 
Applicants  then  become  subject  to  a  data 
collection  process  that  includes  not  only 
their  medical  histories,  but  also  such 
seemingly  unrelated  information  as  whether 
they  are  “sexually  deviant,”  and  their 
housecleaning  habits.  The  information  is 
then  made  part  of  the  MIB  data  bank,  which 
serves  95  percent  of  the  insurance  market. 

The  report  also  says  that  the  MIB  has 
files  on  over  12  million  individuals. 
However,  MassPIRG’s  investigation  found 
that  there  are  numerous  inaccuracies  in  the 
MIB  files,  largely,  the  organization  said, 
because  the  information  is  almost  never 
verified  by  the  individual. 

The  ACT  UP  demonstration,  in  honor  of 
National  Heath  Care  Day,  drew  about  35 
activists  locally.  Throughout  the  morning, 
ACT  UP  members  from  around  the  U.S. 
participated  in  a  “phone  zap”  of  the  MIB, 
tieing  up  its  phone  lines  by  calling  the 
office  repeatedly.  MassPIRG  campus 
members  were  also  alerted  to  the  event. 
Organizer  David  Peck  called  the  action  “a 
quiet  success”  because,  he  said,  it  closed 
down  the  MIB. 

Individual  records  can  be  requested  by 
contacting  the  MIB  Information  Office  at 
(617)  426-3660,  P.O.  Box  105,  Essex 
Station,  Boston,  MA  021 12. 

Laura  Briggs 


ACT  UP  member  Michael  Galvin,  1 990 


Free  speech  suit  filed 
against  UMass 

BOSTON — Citing  violations  of  the  right 
to  freedom  of  speech  and  assembly,  the 
Massachusetts  Civil  Liberties  Union 
(CLUM)  Foundation  filed  suit  against  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  (UMass)  for 
closing  its  building  in  downtown  Boston  to 
prevent  a  meeting  about  an  upcoming  anti- 
Catholic  Church  demonstration  last 
summer.  CLU  announced  at  a  press 
conference  Oct.  15  that  the  group  had  filed 
the  suit  on  behalf  of  the  Reproductive 
Rights  Network  (R2N2),  ACT  UP/Boston, 
the  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights, 
and  a  number  of  professors. 

On  the  evening  of  June  15,  a  scheduled 
nonviolence  training  for  the  June  16 
“Outlaw  Cardinal  Law"  demonstration  was 
forced  out  onto  the  sidewalk  by  the  closing 
of  UMass/Boston’s  downtown  building. 
The  suit  alleges  that  the  unprecedented 
closing  of  the  building  occurred  because  of 
pressure  from  “the  State  House”  and  slate 
Senate  President  William  “Bulger’s  office.” 

Professor  Ann  Withorn,  the  faculty 
member  who  sponsored  the  meeting,  said 
she  was  told  that  because  the  UMass  budget 
had  not  yet  passed  the  state  legislature,  “the 
highest  authorities"  of  the  university  made 
the  decision  to  close  the  building. 
According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  UMass 
president  Joseph  Duffy  said  on  June  25  that 
organizers  had  not  followed  proper 
procedures  in  requesting  a  meeting  space, 
and  that  the  majority  of  the  members  were 
not  affiliated  with  the  university.  However, 
UMass  student  and  R2N2  member  Sue 
Trotz  said  that  she  followed  all  normal 
procedures  for  requesting  a  room  for 


meetings. 

The  closing  of  the  college  building  also 
prevented  faculty  members  from  entering 
their  offices,  and  forced  cancellation  of  the 
evening  hours  of  the  Community  Advocates 
Law  Office  and  the  Center  for  Survey 
Research. 

A  previous  meeting  on  June  13  by 
demonstration  organizers  at  the  school  was 
also  threatened  with  cancellation,  but 
university  officials  relented  at  the  last 
minute.  That  meeting  was  observed  by 
uniformed  and  plainclothes  security 
officers. 

The  suit  seeks  an  injunction  against 
college  officials  from  closing  the  building 
to  prevent  meetings  based  on  their  content 
or  the  political  opinions  of  their  organizers. 
It  also  requests  that  the  university  pay  legal 
costs. 

Laura  Briggs 

Congress  haggles  over 
NEA  future 

WASHINGTON  —  The  fate  of  the 
National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  (NEA) 
remains  uncertain  after  an  intricate  skirmish 
in  the  halls  of  Congress  this  month'.  After  a 
year  of  furious  debate,  the  House  of 
Representatives  voted  Oct.  11  to 
reauthorize  the  NEA  for  the  next  three 
years,  without  placing  restrictions  on  the 
content  of  NEA-funded  art.  On  Oct.  16, 
however,  the  Senate  reestablished  severe 
restrictions  on  content  in  its  NEA  funding 
bill.  The  content  restrictions,  sponsored  by 
Sen.  Robert  Byrd  (D.-W.Va.),  echo  those 
proposed  a  year  before  by  Sen  Jesse  Helms 
(R.-N.C.),  and  equate  homoerotic  art  with 
obscenity. 

“[Byrd]  wants  to  do  this  ‘get  tough  on  the 
NEA’  stuff  to  buy  off  Helms,”  said  Peri 
Jude  Radecic,  a  spokesperson  for  the 
National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
(NGLTF).  According  to  an  Oct.  16 
Washington  Post  article,  Radecic  said,  Byrd 
said  he  introduced  the  “tough"  language  in 
order  to  get  the  NEA  appropriations 
through  the  Senate  quickly  and  without 
controversy. 

“I  think  he’s  dead  wrong,”  Radecic  said, 
commenting  on  Byrd's  attempt  to  appease 
Helms.  She  added  that  she  thought  the 
modified  bill  would  now  be  subject  to 
furious  debate  on  the  Senate  floor  —  an 
invitation  for  Helms  to  grandstand  about 
obscenity  and  homosexuality  —  exactly 
what  Byrd  claimed  to  be  avoiding.  “I  think 
Helms  is  going  to  have  a  day  like  others 
we’ve  seen  from  him,”  said  Radecic. 

Both  House  and  Senate  versions  of  the 
NEA  appropriations  bills  link  arts  funding 
to  the  question  of  obscenity,  Radecic  added. 
The  House  version  leaves  the  determination 
of  what  is  obscene  up  to  the  courts,  while 
the  Senate  version  allows  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  endowment  to  determine  what 
constitutes  obscenity.  In  either  case, 
Radecic  said,  the  picture  is  not  bright  for 
lesbian  and  gay  artists  who  wish  to  receive 
NEA  funding. 

“I  think  we’re  in  a  very  dangerous 
situation,”  Radecic  remarked,  “any  time 
members  of  Congress  go  on  record  as 
saying  depictions  of  homosexuality  are 
obscene.” 

Chris  Nealon 

Gay  students  heckled 
during  Pride  week 

HUNTINGTON,  W.Va.  —  Activities 
during  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  Week  at 
Marshall  University  here  were  disrupted  by 
the  protests  of  anti-gay  students.  The  events 
for  the  week,  which  began  Sept.  24, 
culminated  the  28th,  which  the  lesbian  and 
gay  student  organization  had  declared  Gay 
Jeans  Day.  On  that  Friday,  lesbian  and  gay 
students  asked  that  their  fellow  students 
wear  jeans  in  support  of  the  week’s 
activities.  About  500  students  protested  the 
jeans  day  by  dressing  in  camouflage,  formal 
wear,  or  other  clothes.  Anti-gay  protesters 
chanted,  “Proud  to  be  normal!”  as  they 
marched  on  campus. 

According  to  the  New  York  Native,  a  gay 
newspaper,  hecklers  interrupted  a  “gay 
rights  rally”  on  Monday  of  the  pride  week, 
and  signs  promoting  gay  bashing  appeared 
on  campus  on  Tuesday. 

The  Native  reported  Marshall  freshman 
Chad  Casserta  as  saying,  ‘‘I  don’t  harass 
gays.  I  just  don’t  think  they  should  be 
throwing  their  hands  up  and  marching  and 
being  crusaders."  Other  students,  however, 
said  they  supported  their  lesbian  and  gay 
classmates'  rights. 

Chris  Nealon 
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Coining  out  and  kissing-in 


BOSTON — The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  staged  a  National  Coming 
Out  Day  visibility  action  in  front  of  Boston's  touristy  Faneuil  Hall,  Oct.  1 1.  The  event 
featured  coming  out  stories  during  an  open  microphone  period,  some  "kiss-in"  actions,  and 
an  impromptu  march  along  the  Freedom  Trail  to  the  State  House. 

Emcee  Patrick  Byrne  said  that,  "It's  time  that  we  as  gay  people  got  on  the  freedom  trail," 
sparking  the  unplanned  march.  About  150  people  participated  in  the  demonstration, 
including  about  10  lesbians  who  remained  at  Faneuil  Hall  for  a  45-minute  kiss-in. 

Since  the  massive  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  on  Oct.  1 1,  1987, 
the  date  has  spawned  annual  gay  and  lesbian  coming  out  events  across  the  country. 

—  Laura  Briggs 


Vermont  activists  disrupt 
Philip  Morris  exhibit 

As  the  company  that  has  become  a  boycott  target  in  the  gay 
community  sponsors  a  celebration  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  lesbians 
and  gay  men  practice  free  speech 

designed  to  highlight  the  connection  between 
Philip  Morris  and  Helms. 

“We  were  very  pleased,”  said  Peter 
Blackmer,  a  member  of  ACT  UP/Vermont. 
“We’ve  been  trying  to  find  the  right  time  to 
start  up  an  ACT  UP  chapter,  and  we  were 
glad  to  see  all  the  support  from  New  York 
and  Boston.”  Members  of  those  two 
chapters,  along  with  activists  from  Rhode 
Island  and  Washington,  D.C.,  participated  in 
the  demonstration. 

Blackmer  told  GCN  he  was  pleased  with 
the  tone  of  the  action,  which  he  described  as 
striking  a  good  balance  between  directly 
confrontational  tactics  and  more  restrained 
methods.  For  instance,  Blackmer  said,  the 
same  protesters  who  blew  air  horns  inside  the 
auditorium  also  engaged  teenagers  outside  in 
a  conversation  about  safe  sex  and  using 
condoms.  “We  made  it  much  more  down  to 
earth,”  he  said. 

Blackmer  also  said  that  he  thought 
Vermont  presented  special  problems  for 
AIDS  activists  doing  direct  action,  since  the 
state  is  mostly  rural  and  extremely  hostile  to 
lesbian  and  gay  causes.  He  added  that  a 
woman  from  ACT  UP/Boston  said  she  was 

Continued  on  page  13 


By  Chris  Neaion 

BARRE,  Vt.  —  AIDS  activists  from 
around  the  East  joined  their  counterparts  in 
Vermont  Oct.  8,  disrupting  a  corporate 
ul  display  of  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  focusing 
3=  local  attention  on  the  politics  of  arch- 
§=  conservative  Sen.  Jesse  Helms  (R-N.C.). 

^  Gathering  outside  Barre’s  Civic 
Auditorium,  members  of  the  newly  formed 
ACT  UP/Vermont  chapter  leafleted  passers- 
^  by,  conducted  a  picket,  and  eventually 
entered  the  auditorium,  where  a  vice- 
president  of  the  Philip  Morris  Corporation 
was  delivering  a  speech  on  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
The  Philip  Morris  company  is  currently 
conducting  a  $60-million,  50-state  tour  of  the 
document  to  celebrate  its  bicentennial,  and 
the  tour  began  in  Barre.  The  demonstration 
coincided  with  a  parade  and  an  opening 
ceremony  in  celebration  of  the  tour. 

ACT  UP  chapters  around  the  country  are 
involved  in  a  boycott  of  two  products  related 
to  Philip  Morris,  Marlboro  cigarettes  and 
Miller  beer,  because  the  company  is  helping 
to  fund  Helms’  reelection  campaign.  The 
Marlboro  boycott  began  in  Washington,  D.C. 
in  April,  and  was  followed  by  the  Miller 
effort  in  July.  The  Oct.  8  demonstration  was 


Queer  Nation  invades  bar 

In  response  to  a  homophic  incident  at  a  straight  club  in  Boston , 
activists  return,  demanding  -  and  getting  -  concessions  from 
the  bar's  owners 

By  Julie  Graham 


...and  in  Rhode  Island 


BOSTON — Lesbians  and  gay  men 
converged  on  the  local  bar  Stocks  and  Bonds 
Oct.  20  in  response  to  the  establishment’s 
homophobic  treatment  of  13  Queer  Nation 
members  during  an  Oct.  6  “queer-in.”  (See 
GCN,  Oct.  14.)  About  100  Queer  Nation 
members  crowded  into  the  mostly- 
heterosexual  bar,  mingling  amidst 
heterosexual  patrons,  dancing,  and  staging 
scattered  same-sex  “kiss-ins.”  About  30 
more  members  stood  outside  of  the  bar, 
greeting  incoming  customers  with  chants 
such  as  “Welcome  to  gay  and  lesbian  night  at 
Stocks  and  Bonds,”  and  “Thank  you  for 
coming  out  tonight” 

According  to  Kelly  McSorlee,  a  Queer 
Nation  member  who  attended  both 
demonstrations,  the  Oct.  6  incident  began 
when  two  men  were  ordered  by  an  off-duty 
police  officer  to  stop  kissing.  When  the  men 
did  not  comply,  the  officer  grabbed  one  of 
the  men  “by  the  throat”  and  removed  him 
from  the  bar.  Moments  later,  several  of  the 
bar's  security  guards  began  to  eject  the 
remaining  Queer  Nation  members,  some  of 
whom  left  the  bar  on  their  own  in  order  to 
escape  what  appeared  to  be  a  dangerous 
situation. 

“People  were  outraged  by  the  bar’s 
actions,”  McSorlee  told  GCN.  “A  few  Queer 
Nation  members  decided  that  we  should  not 
be  treated  like  that  just  for  being  ourselves, 
so  we  decided  to  organize  and  go  back  with 
more  people." 

Most  Queer  Nation  members  seemed  to 
agree  that  the  bar  was  noticeably  more 
amiable  toward  the  gay  and  lesbian  activists 
than  it  had  been  on  Oct.  6.  Mark  Richardson, 
a  Queer  Nation  member  who  attended  the 
Oct. 20  demonstration,  told  GCN,  “I  am 
really  impressed  with  the  positive  response 
from  the  people  who  patronize  this  place." 
He  said  that  he  got  a  few  “strange  looks” 
from  people,  but  added,  “some  of  these 
people  have  never  been  to  a  gay  bar.” 

The  reactions  of  the  club’s  straight  patrons 
seemed  to  be  mixed,  however.  One  woman 
called  the  event  “disgusting.”  A  man  sitting 
with  her  told  GCN,  “I  see  two  guys  over 
there  kissing  and  shit.  I  have  nothing  against 
[gay]  people,  but  heterosexuals  don’t  do 
those  tilings  in  public,  so  why  should  they?” 
Another  woman,  who  identified  herself  as  a 
New  York  disc  jockey,  said  that  she  was 
“offended"  by  the  event,  and  added, 

“I  feel  like  I'm  being  pressured  into 
something,  and  I’ll  probably  be  leaving 
soon.” 

Some  patrons  expressed  less  contempt  for 
the  demonstration,  but  seemed  reluctant  to 
show  support  “We  came  here  to  have  a  few 


drinks  and  relax;  [the  demonstration]  doesn’t 
offend  me,  but  we  weren’t  prepared  for  it,” 
said  one  woman. 

In  spite  of  the  reactions  of  some  of  the 
club’s  straight  customers,  the  atmosphere 
within  the  bar  remained  relatively  quiet.  Fred 
Balboni,  Stocks  and  Bonds’  entertainment 
manager  and  spokesperson,  attributed  the 
difference  in  tone  to  a  recent  change  in 
management.  According  to  Balboni,  who  is 
openly  gay,  the  club’s  owners  met  with  city 
councilor  David  Scondras  and  Queer  Nation 
representatives  during  the  week  following 
the  Oct.  6  incident,  and  decided  to  fire  the 
manager  running  the  bar  that  night,  as  well  as 
all  of  the  guards  who  had  involved 
themselves  in  the  conflict.  Balboni,  who  had 
been  fired  by  the  previous  manager  on  the 
basis  of  his  sexual  orientation,  was  given  his 
job  back  and  was  offered  a  raise  in  pay. 

Balboni  told  GCN  that  the  club’s  owners 
had  been  “unaware  of  what  was  going  on 
under  the  new  management.”  He  added,  “If 
the  old  manager  were  still  here,  I’d  be  out 
there  [with  the  protestors],  or  else  I’d  be  in 
court  right  now.”  While  he  agreed  that  the 
follow-up  demo  was  warranted  “under  the 
circumstances,”  he  added  that  the  protestors 
“obviously  didn’t  know  about  the 
developments.” 

Some  Queer  Nation  members,  however, 
indicated  that  the  change  may  not  have  been 
made  were  it  not  for  the  impending 
demonstration,  coupled  with  the  threat  of 
legal  action  on  the  part  of  the  13  who  were 
thrown  out  of  the  bar.  Said  McSorlee, 
“Evidently  Stocks  and  Bonds  knew  that  there 
might  be  feedback  from  Queer  Nation;  I’m 
happy  that  at  least  [Stocks  and  Bonds]  is 
taking  some  action,  but  it  doesn’t  satisfy 

H 

me. 

While  the  bar’s  employees  did  not  react 
violently  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  customers, 
the  management  did  purportedly  refund  the 
money  of  straight  patrons  disgruntled  by  the 
Queer  Nation  crowd.  According  to  Peter 
Cicchino,  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
Gay  and  Lesbian  legal  issues  at  Harvard  Law 
School,  the  refunds  were  a  breach  of  city 
ordinance,  as  they  were  given  out  solely 
because  of  the  presence  of  gay  men  and 
lesbians  at  the  bar. 

Cicchino,  who  arrived  at  the  club  late  in 
the  evening,  claimed  to  have  seen  “at  least  40 
people  [receive]  their  money  back  because 
they  didn’t  know  that  there  would  be  gay 
men  and  lesbians  there.”  He  told  GCN  that 
while  he  was  standing  near  the  cash  register 
“a  group  of  people,  mostly  women,  came  up 
to  the  cashier  and  complained  about  the 
presence  of  gays  and  lesbians.”  The  cashier 
Continued  on  page  7 


By  Peter  Cohen 

WEST  WARWICK,  R.I.— Approximately 
50  members  of  Queer  Nation/Rhode  Island, 
ACT  UP/Rhode  Island  and  other  ACT  UP 
chapters  from  around  New  England  joined 
with  anti-smoking  activists  from  the  Group 
Against  Smoking  Pollution  (GASP)  Oct.  20 
as  part  of  a  protest  on  the  final  day  of  Philip 
Morris’  display  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  here. 

While  several  protesters  passed  out 
informational  sheets  describing  Philip 
Morris'  sponsorship  of  both  the  reelection 
campaign  for  arch-homophobe  Sen.  Jesse 
Helms  (R-N.C.)  and  the  planned  Jesse  Helms 
Museum,  others  marched  in  front  of  the  West 
Warwick  Civic  Center,  shouting  chants  such 
as  “Helms  equals  death,”  “Who  would  pay 
five  bucks  to  see  him/  let’s  forget  the  Helms 
museum,”  and  “Free  Cheese  Whiz”  (a 
product  manufactured  by  Philip  Morris 
subsidiary  Kraft). 

Demonstrators  encouraged  passersby  to 
participate  in  ACT  UP's  boycotts  of  two 
Philip  Morris  products.  Miller  beer  and 
Marlboro  cigarettes,  and  later  engaged  in 
numerous  die-ins,  as  well  as  mock  pledges  of 
allegiance  that  ended  with,  “and  liberty  and 
justice  for  all.. .except  for  people  with  AIDS.” 
One  woman  burned  an  American  flag. 

Approximately  10  police  officers  hired  by 
Philip  Morris  observed  the  demonstration. 


By  Gordon  Gottlieb 

BOSTON  —  The  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  (HRCF)  New  England 
Dinner — nine  years  ago  a  controversial, 
precedent-breaking  event,  and  now  just  one 
of  many  high-dollar  fundraisers  —  raised 
S75  thousand  Oct.  13  for  HRCF  and  two 
Boston-based  gay/lesbian  advocacy 
organizations. 

An  estimated  500  guests  attended  the  sit- 
down  dinner  at  the  Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel 
and  heard  former  Democratic  Vice 
Presidential  candidate  Geraldine  Ferraro  give 
what  one  activist  described  as  "a  powerful 
speech,  the  best  speech  ever  given  at  an 
HRCF  dinner."  During  her  moving  keynote 
address  about  the  impact  of  AIDS,  Ferraro 
attacked  her  former  colleagues  in  Congress 
for  naming  the  AIDS  care  bill  after  Ryan 
White,  the  white,  heterosexual,  Indiana 
resident  who  contracted  AIDS  through  a 
blood  transfusion. 

Next  month's  elections  provided  a 
backdrop  for  the  benefit,  with  local  political 
candidates  circulating  through  the  crowd,  and 
informal  clusters  of  guests  bemoaning  the 
voters’  choice  between  John  Silber  and 
William  Weld  for  Massachusetts  governor. 

The  two  local  groups  receiving  a  share  of 
the  proceeds  are  the  Massachusetts  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Political  Caucus,  which  has 
spearheaded  the  lobbying  for  the  state's  gay 
rights  bill,  and  Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 


but  took  no  action.  The  only  visible 
opposition  to  the  protest  came  from  a  group 
of  teen-age  boys  who  heckled  the  activists 
and  then  left  after  being  interviewed  by  a 
local  television  station. 

A  large  number  of  protestors  entered  the 
the  Bill  of  Rights  exhibit,  and  were  followed 
by  security  guards  and  police  officers. 
Encouraged  by  displays  everywhere 
reminding  them  of  how  the  Bill  of  Rights 
protects  freedom  of  speech,  protesters 
shouted  information  about  Helms,  Philip 
Morris  and  lesbian/gay  rights  to  exhibit- 
goers.  Same-sex  couples  also  kissed  as  they 
waited  in  line  to  see  the  document,  and  many 
of  the  Rhode  Island  activists  expressed 
surprise  that  people  would  come  out  to  see 
the  Bill  of  Rights  in  West  Warwick  when 
another,  original  copy  is  permanently  on 
display  at  the  Rhode  Island  State  House. 

When  one  woman  complained  about  the 
activists’  disruption  inside  the  Civic  Center, 
demonstrator  Rebecca  Hensler,  said,  “This 
says  I  have  freedom  of  speech.  Why  are  you 
trying  to  silence  me?” 

In  response  to  another  exhibit-goer's 
comment  that  his  daughter  would  never  be 
allowed  to  shout  inside  the  Civic  Center,  one 
member  of  ACT  UP/  Rhode  Island  said,  “I'm 
sorry.  One  person  dies  of  AIDS  in  this 
country  every  12  minutes.  It's  time  for  people 
to  start  shouting.” 


and  Defenders  (GLAD),  New  England’s 
public-interest  law  group.  According  to 
HRCF  Executive  Director  Tim  McFeeley , 
the  Caucus  was  selected  as  the  primary 
recipient  last  spring  when  local  activists 
anticipated  a  referendum  on  the  November 
ballot  to  repeal  the  state's  gay/lesbian  rights 
law.  Repeal  efforts  were  temporarily 
thwarted,  but  the  Caucus  —  which  would 
have  played  a  major  role  in  the  referendum 
effort  —  will  still  receive  its  share  of  the 
proceeds.  McFeeley  noted  that  the  Caucus 
was  one  of  a  few  Boston  groups  to 
participate  in  the  planning  of  the  HRCF 
dinners  in  the  early  1980s,  and  provided 
much  of  the  organizational  support  for  this 
year's  dinner. 

HRCF,  a  political  action  committee  (PAC) 
that  raises  funds  for  federal  office  holders 
and  for  lobbying  on  gay/lesbian  civil  rights 
and  AIDS  issues,  is  focusing  on  several  key 
legislative  races  in  1990.  According  to 
McFeeley,  HRCF  "maxed  out  a  long  time 
ago"  on  support  to  Harvey  Gantt,  the 
Democratic  challenger  to  Sen.  Jesse  Helms 
(R.-N.C.).  Funds  have  also  been  channeled  to 
Sen.  Paul  Simon  (D.-Ill.),  who  is  facing  a 
serious  challenge  from  Republican  Rep. 
Lynn  Martin. 

Because  turnout  was  down  from  last 
year's  700  guests  and  because  of  higher 
expenses,  the  proceeds  are  not  expected  to 
rival  last  year's  allocation. 
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HRCF  holds  annual  dinner 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  JOB  OPENINGS 


Staff  Writer/Circulation 
Co-Coordinator 

Available  in  November.  Research,  investigate 
and  write  news  stories  about  BostorVNew  England 
and  also  stories  with  a  national  scope.  May 
include  some  analytical/feature  writing  as  well. 
Share  responsfcilities  with  other  staff  writer  for 
coordinating  weekly  maifing  of  paper  and 
processing  subscriptions. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing  skills  and  ability  to 
write  several  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
pressure.  Knowledge  of  local/national  lesbian  and 
gay  community  and  issues  helpful.  Strong 
organizational  and  record  keeping  skills  and 
knowledge  of  data  entry  arxVor  computers  also 
helpful. 

Deadline  for  application:  November  1, 1990. 


GCN  Positions 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to 
collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  full-time  collective  positions 
pay  $21 5/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  the  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and  cover  letter 
to:  GCN  Jobs,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  Questions?  call  426-4469 


GCN  Editorial  Guidelines 


The  "Community  Voices"  and  "Speaking  Out" 
sections  In  GCN  are  parts  of  our  efforts  to 
provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your 
Ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and  to 
respond  to  Ideas  expressed  within  our  pages. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space  available  basis  only.  GCN  reserves  the 
right  to  edit  letters  and  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  for  length  and  clarity,  in 
consultation  with  the  author.  The  opinions 
expressed  are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not 
intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN 
staff  or  membership. 

All  letter  and  "Speaking  Out"  contributions 
must  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters 
can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  Speaking 
Out"  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER  THAN 
FOUR  PAGES  and  require  a  short  (one  to  two 
sentence)  biographical  note  about  the  author 
for  inclusion  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

Because  GCN  wishes  to  encourage  dialogue  and 
a  diverse  representation  of  perspectives  on  the 
letters  pages,  printing  of  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  received  from  authors  who  have 
had  other  "Speaking  Outs"  appear  in  GCN 
recently  may  be  postponed  temporarily. 

For  editing  purposes.  It  is  helpful  to  be  able  to 
contact  you  easily  -  please  enclose  your  name, 
address,  and  daytime  phone  number  with  your 
letter  or  article.  Thanks. 

Send  to:  Community  Voices/Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

The  opinions  expressed  In  "Speaking  Out" 
contributions  are  those  of  the  author  and  are 
not  Intended  to  represent  the  views  of  the 
GCN  staff,  Board  or  membership. 

)penly  gay 

Dear  GCN : 

I  fail  to  understand  how  Carrie  Wofford,  in 
a  recent  letter,  can  chastise  Mike  Duffy  for 
"discreetly  walking  back  into  the  closet 
every  time  he  leaves  the  gay  community." 
Wofford’s  lame  accusations  are  based  on  the 
fact  that  a  few  of  the  many  pieces  of 
campaign  literature  the  Duffy  campaign  has 
distributed  to  residents  of  the  ninth  Suffolk 
District,  and  to  all  of  the  newspapers 
covering  the  race,  fail  to  highlight  Duffy’s 
sexual  orientation. 

I'd  like  to  know  how  a  candidate  can 
“discreetly  walk  back  into  the  closet"  if  his 
organization  has  issued  even  a  SINGLE 
press  release  that  describes  the  candidate  as 
“openly  gay."  Since  Wofford  condescended 
to  offer  Mike  Duffy  a  history  lesson  on 
Harvey  Milk,  I’d  like  to  offer  her  one  on 
elementary  P.R. 

A  candidate  is  first  and  foremost  a  public 
figure.  A  man  or  a  woman  running  for  office 
does  not  have  the  option,  as  Ms.  Wofford 


does  or  I  do,  of  “discreetly  walking  back" 
into  any  identity.  If  a  candidate  declares  his 
or  her  homosexuality,  as  Duffy  did  publically 
and  in  no  uncertain  terms  when  he  declared 
his  candidacy  earlier  this  year,  he  or  she  can 
never  walk  away  from  that  identity.  Duffy’s 
sexual  orientation  may  not  be  raised  at  every 
single  event  and  in  every  single  piece  of 
literature,  but  it’s  constantly  in  the  public 
eye.  I  challenge  any  reader  to  find  one  article 
about  the  current  state  rep  race  in  the  South 
End  News  (  a  paper  read  in  every  community 
in  the  South  End)  that  does  not  mention  the 
fact  that  Duffy  is  “openly  gay.” 

Duffy  and  other  openly  gay  people  in 
public  life,  by  example,  represent  one  of  our 
best  chances  for  reaching  out  to  isolated  gay 
people,  and  most  of  all  to  gay  teens,  who 
have  an  appallingly  high  suicide  rate  (one  in 
three,  according  to  The  U.S.  Health  and 
Human  Services  Report  on  Youth  Suicide, 
published  in  January  1989).  There  are  too 
few  such  people  around.  More  gay  men  and 
lesbians  should  be  seeking  public  office. 
Certainly  those,  like  Duffy,  who  are  brave 
enough  to  be  who  they  are  in  the  public  eye, 
are  deserving  of  our  support.  To  Wofford, 
whose  torrent  of  tired  criticsms  ended  with  a 
cliched  parting  shot  (“Mike  Duffy,  you’re  no 
Harvey  Milk!”)  I’d  like  to  point  out  that  the 
energetic  and  aggressive  campaign  Duffy  is 
running  is  closer  in  spirit  to  Milk’s  legacy 
than  anything  we’ve  seen  around  here  in  a 
long  time.  Carrie  Wofford,  you’re  no  Mike 
Duffy!  If  flimsy  and  divisive  arguments  like 
yours  didn’t  frighten  me  so  much  for  the 
future  of  gay  men  and  lesbians,  I  could 
forgive  you  that. 

Marie  Goshko 

I  Boston,  Mass. 

Stocks  and  bonds 

Dear  GCN : 

Once  again  lesbian  and  gay  civil  rights 
have  been  blatantly  violated  in  the  city  of 
Boston. 

On  Sunday,  October  7,  1990,  at  about 
12:00  AM,  I  and  a  group  of  twelve  lesbians 
and  gay  men  were  physically  assaulted  and 
threatened  by  security  staff  and  a  uniformed 
Boston  City  Police  Officer  inside  the  Stocks 
and  Bonds  club  in  downtown  Boston. 

Members  of  our  group  had  enjoyed  an 
evening  of  dancing  and  socializing  together 
at  the  club.  While  there,  we  had  little  or  no 
interaction  with  other  patrons,  despite 
numerous  rude  gestures  and  stares.  The 
attack  made  upon  us  was  entirely 
unprovoked,  unless  you  consider  lesbians 
and  gays  dancing  together  and  openly 
displaying  affections  (as  many  other  patrons 
were )  a  provocation  to  violence. 

This  is  the  second  incidence  of  violence 
towards  gays  perpetrated  at  the  Stocks  and 
Bonds  club  in  the  last  few  months  alone. 
What  is  even  more  disturbing  is  the  active 
participation  of  a  police  officer  in  the  attack, 
and  the  reaction  of  the  officers  who 
responded.  Not  only  was  I  physically 
assaulted  by  security  staff  at  the  club,  I  was 
also  threatened  with  arrest  for  objecting  to 
being  assaulted! 

Clearly  evidence  is  mounting  that 
homophobia  and  violence  towards  gays  is 
becoming  an  epidemic.  Behavior  such  as  this 
is  deplorable  and  will  not  be  tolerated  by  me 
as  an  individual,  or  by  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  as  a  whole. 

As  the  Queer  Nation  saying  goes;  “We’re 
here,  We’re  Queer,  Get  used  to  it!” 

Jacqueline  Stoll 
®  Malden,  Mass. 

Acknowledge  the  Work  of  four 

Dear  GCN : 

Thanks  for  covering  the  action  at  HHS  so 
well  (See  GCN  ,  OcL  7-13,  1990).  ACT  UPs 
have  definitely  been  fighting  an  “uphill” 
battle  over  issues  affecting  women  with 
HIV/AIDS  for  the  past  3  1/2  years.  We 
believe  the  momentum  is  building  and  we 
can  actually  win  the  benefits  so  many 
women  need.  Next,  we  return  to  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  (we  did  an  action  there 
last  January),  on  Dec.  3.  We  will  again 
demand  changes  in  CDC  epidemiology  and 
the  definition  of  AIDS.  Changes  in  these  are 
also  needed  so  that  women  themselves 
(including  lesbians),  as  well  as  thousands  of 
uninformed  medical  practictioners,  can 
recognize  symptoms  unique  to  women  which 
might  signal  HIV  infection. 

I  am  writing,  specifically,  however,  to 
acknowledge  and  applaud  the  work  of  4 
lesbians,  without  whose  tireless  efforts  the 
HHS  lawsuit  could  not  have  happened.  Jill 
Boskey  was  interviewed  in  your  article.  Jill 
worked  with  Terry  McGovern,  another  MFY 
attorney,  an  ACT  UP  member,  the  person 
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who  developed  the  AIDS  project  at  MFY 
and  who  conceived  of  the  lawsuit.  She 
worked  around  the  clock,  seven  days  a  week 
to  file  this  lawsuit  —  while  carrying  a 
caseload  of  100  people.  The  work  she  and 
Jill  do  on  a  day-to-day  basis  is  not  the  kind 
that  will  help  them  rise  in  the  ranks  of 
lawyerdom.  They  do  not  work  in  a  fancy 
law  office.  They  have  meager  resources. 
And,  like  similar  projects  around  the 
country,  they  have  problems  obtaining  the 
funding  they  need  to  do  the  work  of  helping 
poor  people  with  HIV/AIDS  obtain  the 
services  and  benefits  they  need  to  stay  alive. 
Most  of  the  money  goes  to  flashier 
organizations.  Yet,  the  only  reason  Terry 
could  even  conceive  of  this  lawsuit  is 
because  she  works  on  a  day-to-day  basis 
with  the  people  affected.  Another  person 
who  should  be  acknowledged  is  Risa 
Denenberg,  a  nurse  practictioner  who  works 
at  the  Community  Health  Project  in  New 
York  and  is  also  an  ACT  UP  member.  Risa 
worked  tirelessly,  going  through  medical 
records  to  document  the  progression  of  HIV 
and  to  show  that  the  denial  of  benefits  was 
criminal  negligence.  Finally,  Traci  Morgan, 
another  NY  ACT  UP  member,  researched 
all  of  the  medical  literature  on  women  with 
HIV/AIDS,  as  well  as  getting  input  from 
community  practictioners,  to  help  formulate 
a  symptom  pattern  and  to  provide 
information  which  was  the  basis  for  our 
actions. 

As  a  community,  we  should  applaud  the 
work  of  our  lesbian  sisters  and  pass  it  on  as 
part  of  our  herstory.  And,  we  should  make 
sure  that  projects,  such  as  the  one  at  MFY 
get  funding  from  our  community.  Donations 
can  be  sent  to  MFY  AIDS  Project,  35 
Avenue  A,  New  York,  NY  10009. 

Maxine  Wolfe 

®  Brooklyn,  NY 

Can  k.d.  lang  fill  a  tall  order? 

Dear  GCN : 

I  was  excited  to  find  Laura  Derr’s  article  on 
k.d.  lang  in  the  October  13-17  issue  of  GCN. 
k.d.  lang  is  my  favorite  performer;  she 
emobdies  everything  I  like  about  strong 
women,  independence,  raucous  fun  and 
rebellious  self-expression.  Unfortunately, 
my  enthusiasm  for  the  article  quickly 
dwindled,  due  to  what  I  feel  are  some  rather 
unreasonable  assumptions  not  only  on  the 
part  of  the  author  but  particularly  on  the  part 
of  the  greater  lesbian  community. 

Derr  sets  lang  up  as  a  romantic  ideal  for 
politically  correct  lesbians  by  portraying  her 
as  an  independent,  conscientious,  socially 
responsible,  vegetarian  and  yes,  lesbian 
country  singer.  Along  with  this  pleasing  and 
undoubtedly  accurate  description  of  lang, 
however,  Derr  also  sets  forth  some  rather 
common  assumptions  about  gay  performers 
that  I  find  disturbing,  namely,  that  k.d.  lang, 
as  a  public  figure,  should  acknowledge  her 
lesbianism  by  coming  out  to  interviewers 
and  audiences  and  by  including  female- 
specific  lyrics  in  her  songs. 

That’s  a  tall  order  to  fill,  don’t  you  think? 

Perhaps  the  most  flagrant  assumption  set 
forth  in  the  article  is  that  k.d.  lang  should 
come  out  because  she  “ultimately... has  some 
kind  of  responsibility  to  give  back  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  community  what  it  has 
given  her.”  I  have  heard  this  reasoning  a 
dozen  times  in  my  own  circle  of  friends  and 
it  never  ceases  to  amaze,  me  how  the  same 
community  that  screams  and  yells  about 
sexual  privacy  and  how  their  lifestyes  are 
nobody’s  business  but  their  own  will  also 
turn  on  its  own  members  and  drag  them  out 
of  the  closet.  What  happened  to  the  all- 
heralded  right  to  privacy?  Doesn’t  k.d.  lang 
owe  it  not  to  us,  but  to  herself  to  act  on  her 
principles,  and  if  she  doesn’t  feel  like  telling 
the  world  she’s  a  lesbian,  shouldn’t  we 
respect  that  without  getting  angry,  calling 
her  “closeted"  and  insecure?  It’s  easy  to 
forget  that  being  gay,  in  addition  to  being  a 
political  issue,  is  a  personal  issue.  Maybe 
k.d.  lang  feels  such  information  should 
remain  a  personal  issue.  After  all,  how  many 
straight  performers  actually  tell  their 
audiences  who  they’re  sleeping  with? 

In  addition  to  deserving  privacy  in  her 
personal  life,  k.d.  lang  might  actually  be 
working  a  different,  more  effective  kind  of 
social  change  by  NOT  announcing  her 
sexual  orientation.  Think  about  it.  Her  music 
appeals  to  all  types  of  men  and  women,  a 
great  many  of  whom  are  probably  not  the 
beneficiaries  of  cosmopolitan,  politically 
and  socially  aware  upbringings.  Many  of 
them  are  undoubtedly  homophobic,  and 
although  they  might  view  lang  as  eccentric, 
they  still  listen  to  her  and  read  about  her 
views  on  sexual  stereotypes  and  the 
oppression  of  women.  To  come  out  as  a 


SPEAKING  OUT 


When  is  a  coalition  not  a  coalition? 

By  Sisters  In  Sync  Affinity  Group 


We  were  horrified  last  spring  to  read  about 
Michael  Duffy’s  plan  to  run  against  Byron 
Rushing  in  this  year’s  election  for  state 
representative  in  the  9th  Suffolk  District. 
When  we  read  of  the  Coalition  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Civil  Rights’  recent  endorsement  of 
Duffy,  we  felt  it  was  time  to  address  the 
race,  class,  and  gender-based  divisions 
within  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  that 
are  exemplified  by  the  endorsement. 

Hasn’t  Michael  Duffy,  or  the  “Coalition,” 
ever  heard  of  coalition-building?  Of 
supporting  our  supporters?  Byron  Rushing 
has  been  there  for  so  many  of  us  for  so  many 
years  and  around  so  many  issues  that 
Duffy’s  activist  history  looks  pathetically 
narrow.  Byron  was  with  us  at  the  State 
House  when  the  governor  had  us  arrested  for 
protesting  his  homophobic  foster  care  policy. 
Where  was  Duffy?  And  where  has  he  been 
throughout  the  current  battle  for  women’s 
right  to  choose? 

How  does  Duffy  plan  to  deal  with  the 
increasing  level  of  violence  in  our  city  when 
he  seems  so  insensitive  to  its  causes  which 
include  poverty  and  gentrification.  Does  he 
really  believe  that  because  he  has 
volunteered  for  primarily  white  male  AIDS 
organizations,  he  is  better  able  to  represent 
ALL  the  disenfranchised  populations  in  his 
district  than  Byron?  And  why  have  so  few 
local  lesbians  with  years  of  political  activism 
never  heard  of  Michael  Duffy  before? 

Duffy  says  that,  while  he  is  a  fiscal 
conservative,  the  state  should  spend  more 
money  on  AIDS  because  the  gay  community 
is  tapped  out.  He  correctly  explains  that 
PWAs  can’t  live  off  a  $500  per  month  social 
security  check.  But  how  much  does  he  think 
a  woman  on  welfare  receives  to  support  her 
entire  family?  And  what  provisions  does  he 
suggest  should  be  made  for  poor  Latino, 
Black,  and  white  people  in  his  district  that 


lesbian  to  this  crowd  would  be  the  kiss  of 
death;  they  could  write  her  off  as  yet  another 
man-hating,  feminist  dyke.  Yet,  as  long  as 
the  conservative  contingent  of  k.d.’s 
audience  remains  open  to  her:  they  will 
listen  to  her  provocative  comments  about 
gender  and  oppression.  They  might  even 
change  their  minds. 

Whether  she’s  out  of  the  closet  or  just  out 
of  this  world,  k.d.  lang  will  challenge 
assumptions.  It’s  not  up  to  us  to  tell  her 
how  to  do  it. 

_  Erika  Noebel 

■  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

‘Rushing’  for  Rushing 

Dear  GCN : 

During  the  five  year  struggle  against  the 
Dukakis  foster  care  policy,  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee  staged  many 
spirited  media-genic  actions.  Along  the  way 
we  had  a  few  flops  as  well. 

I  remember  one  in  particular.  We  called  a 
press  conference  to  be  held  on  the 
Statehouse  steps.  Only  a  few  of  the 
politicians  we  invited  showed  up,  Byron 
Rushing  among  them. 

When  his  turn  came  Byron  came  up  and 
spoke  passionately  about  gay  and  lesbian 
families.  As  always,  his  comments  were 
insightful  and  injected  with  optimism  and 
humor.  It  seemed  to  matter  not  a  bit  that  the 
tiny  media  corps  had  already  drifted  away. 
In  front  of  any  audience,  cameras  or  not, 
Byron  is  consistently  there  for  us. 

Byron  Rushing  personifies  the  coalition¬ 
building  that  many  of  us  talk  about  and 
yearn  for.  With  Massachusetts  facing  a  nasty 
choice  in  the  gubernatorial  race,  we  need 
Byron’s  progressive  voice  more  than  ever.  If 
I  were  there  I’d  be  rushing  to  the  polls  for 
Byron. 

Tom  Wilson  Weinberg 
®  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Where  is  the  title? 

Dear  GCN : 

While  visiting  friends  in  the  Boston  area 
on  the  Columbus  Day  weekend,  we 
attempted  entrance  to  the  club  "Maximum 
Security."  While  my  three  friends  were  able 
to  gain  admission  upon  showing  their 
Massachusetts  driver's  license,  I  was  refused 
admittance  based  on  the  fact  that  I  only  had 
my  New  York  driver's  license.  The  doorman 
informed  me  that  in  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  it  is  law  that  anyone  who 
wants  to  enter  an  establishment  where  you 
must  be  21  years  old  must  have  a 
Massachusetts  identification.  Well,  this  is  the 
first  I  had  heard  of  such  a  law  and  I  have 


have  been  suffering  from  poverty  related 
illnesses,  homelessness,  drug  abuse,  and 
from  AIDS.  Of  course  there  should  be  more 
money  for  AIDS.  But  since  when  do  gay 
men  have  a  monopoly  on  suffering?  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  join  forces  and  work  for  all 
our  basic  human  needs  than  to  pit  one 
against  the  other? 

The  only  thing  that  enables  Michael  Duffy 
to  run  for  this  public  office  is  his  white 
upper  middle  class,  male  privilege  and  his 
ego  driven  ambition.  It  doesn’t  surprise  us 
that  such  a  man  would  think  that  the  world  is 
his  oyster,  placing  white  gay  men’s  concerns 
ahead  of  everyone  else’s.  It  is  not  surprising 
that  a  man  of  his  privilege  would  believe 
that  because  he  is  gay  and  can  raise  money 
from  other  well-to-do  gay  men  (to  purchase 
numerous  Coalition  and  Alliance 
memberships),  he  deserves  to  run  much  less 
to  win.  „ 

But  his  running  for  this  office  is  far  more 
grave  than  ordinary  self-aggradizement.  Our 
fragile  alliances  across,  race,  class,  and 
sexual  preferences,  differences  arc  far  more 
important  than  electing  a  single-issue  gay 
candidate.  Those  alliances  have  taken  more 
years  to  cultivate  than  Duffy  or  the  Coalition 
have  been  alive. 

An  additional  alliance  threatened  by 
Duffy’s  candidacy  and  the  Coalition’s 
endorsement  is  the  tenuous  one  between  gay 
men  and  lesbians.  For  the  past  few  years, 
many  lesbians  have  tried  to  put  aside  our 
differences  with  gay  men  and  to  work 
together,  primarily  on  AIDS  issues  and 
services.  We  hoped  that  by  working  together 
on  the  epidemic  that  has  been  ravaging  more 
gay  men  than  any  other  group,  we  would 
understand  each  other  better  and  come  to 
work  on  behalf  of  each  other’s  concerns.  The 
support  for  Duffy  by  primarily  white  gay 
men  reinforces  existing  divisions  along 


worked  in  several  bars  and  restaurants  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  No  one 
ever  informed  me  not  to  serve  alcohol  to 
those  who  did  not  possess  a  Massachusetts 
ID. 

That  same  night  we  visited  Buddies”  and 
“Club  Cafe”  where  we  were  not  asked  for 
ID.  My  friends  and  I  are  in  our  mid-late 
twenties  and  regret  it  as  we  may,  we  do  not 
look  under  the  age  of  21.  The  doormen  and 
bartenders  at  both  places  had  never  heard  of 
such  a  law  either.  It's  no  wonder  no  one  had 
ever  heard  of  this  law  because  the  law  just 
does  not  exist  other  than  in  the  minds  of  a 
few  people  at  "Maximum  Security."  I 
contacted  the  Massachusetts  Alcohol 
Beverage  Commision  and  confirmed  that 
this  law  is  in  fact  non-existent.  Which  may 
mean  that  this  is  only  club  policy.  If  this  is 
true  why  was  it  not  posted  anywhere? 

I  informed  Mr.  Doorman  that  I  was  only 
visiting  for  the  weekend  and  offered  to  show 
other  forms  of  ID.  Still  he  resisted.  When  the 
manager  was  asked  to  mediate  he  proved 
quick  to  defend  the  doorman's  position. 
What  a  shock.  This  entire  frustrating  incident 
raises  the  question  as  to  why  he  wouldn't  let 
us  in.  Possibly  this  is  a  club  policy,  maybe  he 
actually  thought  I  was  underage  and  my  New 
York  ID  was  fake,  perhaps  he  didn't  like  me, 
maybe  he  didn't  like  that  fact  that  there  was  a 
woman  in  the  group  or  perhaps  business  is 
so  good  that  he  just  felt  like  turning  away 
four  paying  customers. 

To  make  matters  worse,  the  following  day 
I  found  that  another  friend  of  mine  was  able 
to  enter  "Maximum  Security"  flashing  only  a 
Xerox  copy  of  his  birth  certificate. 
Maximum  security  indeed. 

William  P.  Hamlin 
■  New  York,  N.Y. 


SUSTAINING  THE  SUSTAINER 


We  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  new 
Sustainers,  and  one  way  we  expand  the 
Sustainer  Program  is  through  an  annual 
appeal  in  the  paper.  Watch  during  the  next 
month  for  a  "Speaking  Out"  written  by 
members  of  the  Sustainer  Committee  and 
for  an  insert  in  the  paper  promoting  the 
program. 

We  also  rely  on  word  of  mouth  for  names 
of  GCN  fans  who  might  like  to  make  the 
commitment  of  becoming  a  Sustainer.  If 
you  can  suggest  any  potential  Sustainers, 
please  send  us  their  names.  GCN  counts 
on  the  Sustainers  to  help  support  the  paper, 
and  we  count  on  you  to  help  keep  the 
Sustainer  Program  growing. 


gender  lines  within  our  own  community.  We 
would  like  to  know  how  many  women  took 
part  in  the  Coalition’s  endorsement  process? 
And  how  organizations  can  claim  to 
represent  lesbians  when  the  leadership  and 
membership  is  comprised  almost  exclusively 
of  men?  It  is  likely  that  lesbians  who,  as 
women,  recognize  the  need  to  build  alliances 
with  other  disenfranchised  people,  will  join 
progressive  and  people  of  color  to  support 
Byron,  along  with  our  gay  brothers  who 
understand  the  importance  of  coalition 
politics. 

Ten  years  ago  a  gay  candidate  talking 
about  gay  issues  was  an  important  milestone. 
But  in  the  political  climate  of  the  1990s,  this 
is  not  enough.  It  is  critical  that  we  continue 
to  build  and  strengthen  alliances  across  race, 
class,  and  gender  lines  if  we  can  hope  to 
survive,  let  alone  move  forward.  An  out,  gay 
elected  official  such  as  David  Scondras  is 
important  to  our  community,  not  only 
because  he  is  openly  gay,  but  because  he 
comes  out  on  the  human  and  progressive 
side  of  issues  that  effect  ALL  of  his 
constituents.  A  progressive  Black  legislator 
such  as  Byron  Rushing  who  has  consistently 
supported  lesbian/gay  issues,  as  well  as 
being  a  voice  for  people  of  color,  women, 
and  the  disaffected,  not  only  in  his  district, 
but  across  the  state,  is  an  ally  we  cannot 
afford  to  lose. 

Sisters  In  Sync  is  a  group  of  local  feminist 
women,  who  are  peace,  Central  American, 
gay  lib  anti-racist  activists.  For  the  past 
two  years  they  have  explored  the  personal 
and  political  implications  of  these  issues, 
through  study,  discussion  and  direct 
political  action.  The  active  members  are 
Nancy  Alach,  Doris  Burford,  Kate  Byrne, 
Jeanne  Cannata,  Jenifer  Firestone,  Loie 
Hayes,  and  Julie  Ogletree. 


SUSTAIN  GCN! 


Join  the  growing  number  of 
GCN  Sustainers  who  donate 
$120  or  more  a  year  to  support 
GCN!  Become  a  Sustainer  and 
receive  a  free  subscription  for 
yourself,  two  12-week  gift 
subs  to  give  away,  our  in- 
house  newsletter,  and  an 
invita-tion  to  our  annual 
Sustainer  party. 

'The  movement  needs  the  kind  of 
challenging  and  provocative  coverage 
that  GCN  provides." 

—  URVASHI VAID,  Director,  National 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force 
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City _ 

State _ Zip _ 

I  WANT  TO  MAKE  A  TAX-DEDUCTIBLE 
PLEDGE  OF: 

□  $1000  D$480 
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□  $120  □  Other:  $ _ 

TO  BE  PAID  IN  HOW  MANY  EDUAL 
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□  One  OTwo 

□  Three  nFour 

CHECK  ONE: 

□  Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money 
order  to  GCN 

□  Bill  me  at  the  above  address 
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Mastercard 

Acct  #: _ 

Expiration  date: _ 

Charge  Amount::  $ _ per  year 
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Pattern  of  discrimination 
emerges  at  Jordan  Marsh 

The  local  ( straight )  media  in  Boston  finally  reports  on 
incidents  of  brutality  and  bigotry  against  gay  people,  women, 
and  people  of  color  at  a  major  department  store 


By  Laura  Briggs 

BOSTON — Local  media  here  have 
recently  “uncovered”  a  problem  that  the  gay 
community  began  organizing  against  almost 
a  year  ago:  brutality  and  discrimination  by 
security  guards  at  Jordan  Marsh,  a 
department  store  chain.  Accounts  in  the  two 
dailies,  the  Boston  Globe  and  the  Boston 
Herald  have  revealed  the  existence  of  nearly 
30  lawsuits  currently  pending  against  guards 
there,  many  filed  by  Black,  Latino,  and/or 
gay  people  and  women. 

Possibly  as  a  result  of  pressure  generated 
by  the  repeated,  front-page  coverage  of 
wrongdoing  by  guards,  one  woman  was 
awarded  $15,000  in  a  settlement  with  Jordan 
Marsh,  but  at  least  two  cases  by  gay  men 
against  the  department  store  have  yet  to  be 
settled.  In  addition,  the  Herald  reported  that 
bo tli  the  FBI  and  the  U.S.  Attorney’s  Office 
are  conducting  investigations  into  alleged 
misconduct  by  store  security  guards.  That 
report  was  confirmed  by  Jim  Armistead,  a 
gay  man  with  AIDS  who  filed  suit  against 
Jordan  Marsh  in  November  of  1989. 
Armistead  told  GCN  that  he  himself  had 
been  interviewed  by  the  FBI. 

Armistead  said  security  guards  called  him 
a  “faggot,”  sprayed  his  belongings  with 
disinfectant,  and  threatened  to  kill  him  and 
throw  his  body  in  a  dumpster  “before  [he] 
spread  AIDS  any  further.”  The  guards  also 
wrote  “FAGS  DIE”  on  a  pamphlet  in 
Armistead’s  backpack  and  refused  to  give 
him  medication.  (See  GCN,  Dec.  24, 1989.) 

“It  just  doesn’t  go  away,”  said  Armistead. 
“I  still  think  about  it  every  day.”  Armistead 
said  that  as  a  result  of  his  terrifying 
interrogation  by  security  guards  who  accused 
him  of  shoplifting  (charges  that  have  since 
been  dismissed),  he  is  afraid  to  go  out  of  his 
house  alone,  and  has  double  locks  on  all  his 
doors.  “I  have  enough  trouble  dealing  with 
this  disease,”  he  said,  “without  being  a 
scared  rabbit.” 

Armistead,  who  has  been  living  with 
AIDS  for  eight  years,  said  that  he  was  hoping 
that  the  company  would  settle  the  case 
quickly,  so  that  he  can  afford  an  experimental 
bone  marrow  transplant  from  his  identical 
twin  that  he  hopes  could  restore  his  health. 

“It’s  a  chance  I  never  thought  I’d  have,” 
said  Aimistead.  “Even  if  it  doesn’t  cure  me, 
they  tell  me  I  would  have  a  couple  of  months 
of  very  good  health,  which  would  be  so 
good.”  Armistead  said  that  the  transplant  and 
a  series  of  blood  transfusions  would  cost 


$150,000.  He  said  that  if  Jordan  Marsh 
offered  him  the  same  $15,000  settlement 
recently  awarded  to  a  Boston  police  officer, 
Rosemarie  Hicks,  (who  was  also  wrongfully 
accused  of  shoplifting),  “It  would  be  very 
helpful.” 

Armistead  went  public  with  his  story  in 
December,  and  a  group  of  activists,  including 
members  of  ACT  UP  and  the  Greater  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance,  formed 
the  Committee  to  Boycott  Jordan  Marsh. 
That  group  held  a  demonstration  last  winter, 
and  also  organized  members  of  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community  to  return  their  charge 
cards  and  boycott  the  store. 

Ironically,  Jordan  Marsh  has  recently 
defended  itself  in  mainstream  news  accounts 
by  saying  that  the  company  held  sensitivity 
trainings  for  employees  about  AIDS  and 
homophobia  last  year.  That  was  one  of  the 
demands  of  the  committee,  but  according  to 
group  member  French  Wall,  the  company 
refused  to  answer  the  committee’s 
correspondence. 

Officials  at  Jordan  Marsh  did  not  return 
calls  by  GCN's  press  time. 

Another  gay  man,  Robert  Brophy,  filed 
suit  against  Jordan  Marsh  in  May  of  1987, 
when  he  was  seized  after  trying  on  make-up 
at  the  cosmetics  counter.  Brophy  says  he  was 
thrown  through  a  door,  punched,  and  called 
“faggot”  by  two  security  guards,  Otis  Felder 
and  John  Mearles. 

According  to  the  Globe,  Mearles  has  been 
named  in  most  of  the  pending  lawsuits 
against  the  company,  and  was  forced  out  for 
“managerial  inefficiencies.”  Mearles,  who 
was  chief  of  security  at  the  time  of 
Armistead’s  detainment,  is  now  working  for 
Bloomingdale’s,  which  is  owned  by  the  same 
company  that  owns  Jordan  Marsh,  Campeau 
Corp. 

Howard  Freedman,  the  lawyer  who 
represents  Brophy,  said  he  is  frustrated  that 
the  extensive  media  coverage  was  not 
generated  when  his  client  was  allegedly 
assaulted  by  security  guards.  “Where  were 
these  guys  when  this  happened  to  Robert? 
The  papers  refused  to  cover  this,  I  think, 
because  Jordan  Marsh  is  a  major  advertiser,” 
Freedman  told  GCN. 

Brophy  said  he  was  not  surprised  by 
newspaper  reports  that  indicated  that  guards 
targeted  women,  gay  people,  and  people  of 
color.  “It’s  just  a  brute  mentality,"  Brophy 
told  GCN.  “If  you’re  not  straight  and  white, 
you  have  strikes  against  you.” 


Partners 

Continued  from  page  I 

that  domestic  partners  share  financial 
liability  where  basic  welfare  is  concerned, 
meaning  that  one  partner  could  be  called 
upon  to  pay  another’s  debts  if  they  involve 
“basics"  such  as  food  or  shelter.  Opponents 
of  the  provision  say  they  fear  it  could  be  used 
to  force  partners  to  pay  for  each  other’s 
health  care. 

Matt  Coles,  the  primary  author  of  the 
proposition,  recently  told  San  Francisco’s 
Bay  Area  Reporter,  a  lesbian  and  gay 
newspaper,  that  it  is  extremely  unlikely  that 
creditors  would  be  able  to  use  the  ordinance 
to  collect  bills.  Brinkins  said  that  his  fears 
about  the  liability  clause  in  Prop  K  had  been 
“answered  to  my  satisfaction”  by  Coles. 

In  1989,  San  Franciscans  defeated 
Proposition  S,  a  partnership  measure  that 
would  have  provided  health  benefits  to 
partners  of  city  employees.  Unfortunately, 
said  Brinkins,  the  issue  of  whether  taxpayers 
should  spend  money  on  partnership  benefits 
obscured  the  question  of  civil  rights  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  helped  kill  the 
measure.  Brinkins  said  he  hoped  that  the 
liability  clause  in  this  year’s  proposition 
would  not  lead  to  a  similar  defeat.  At  least  in 
this  case,  he  said,  "there’s  no  cost  to 
taxpayers.” 

The  Prop  K  campaign  itself,  said  Brinkins, 
is  gathering  steam.  “It’s  in  full  swing,"  he 
said.  “We’ve  got  a  lot  of  eneigy."  Brinkins 
added  that  he  has  been  surprised  by  the 
groundswell  of  activist  support  he  saw  for 
the  measure.  “We've  got  a  younger  crowd 
this  year,”  he  said,  commenting  that  the  rise 
of  Queer  Nation  over  the  summer  has  led  to 
an  upsurge  of  interest  in  gay  issues  that  were 
not  necessarily  AIDS -related. 

Finally,  Brink  ins  said  he  thought  Prop  K 
was  politically  valuable  as  a  registration 


system  for  lesbian  and  gay  couples.  Even 
though  the  proposition  makes  no  provisions 
for  benefits,  he  said,  the  registration  system 
will  make  non-heterosexual  couples  more 
visible.  “It  will  give  us  a  lot  of  numbers,” 
said  Brinkins. 

With  just  two  weeks  left  before  Election 
Day,  Brinkins  said  that  though  polls  are 
close,  pro-K  opinion  is  slightly  ahead.  “I’m 
optimistic,”  he  said. 

Minneapolis 

The  debate  about  domestic  partnership  has 
become  especially  muddy  in  Minneapolis, 
where  lesbian  and  gay  activists  are  pursuing 
the  issue  through  the  city  council.  The 
prospects  for  a  domestic  partners  ordinance 
seemed  good  after  a  July  public  hearing  in 
which  lesbians  and  gay  men  gave  “cathartic" 
personal  testimonies,  activists  said;  but 
opposition  to  the  measure  gradually 
developed  because  of  the  question  of 
benefits.  The  proposed  ordinance  would 
extend  sick  and  bereavement  leave,  as  well 
as  medical  insurance  to  city  employees. 

According  to  Sharon  Kernpotich  of 
Minneapolis’  Domestic  Partnership  Task 
Force,  liberal  council  member  Joan  Niemiec 
has  taken  a  stand  against  the  ordinance 
because  of  the  money  that  would  be  needed 
to  supply  city-employed  partners  with 
insurance.  Kernpotich  told  GCN  that 
Niemiec  has  suggested  cutting  unmarried 
heterosexual  couples  out  of  the  proposed 
benefits  in  order  to  limit  the  cost  —  a  move 
that  lesbian  and  gay  activists  opposed  on 
principle,  denouncing  it  as  discrimination. 

Because  money  has  become  so  central  to 
the  Minneapolis  debate  about  partnership. 
Kernpotich  said,  several  different  proposals 
are  being  considered,  including  some  that 
suggest  establishing  a  registration  system  for 
partners  without  addressing  the  question  of 

Continued  on  page  7 
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serving  the  gay /lesbian  community  since  1971 

FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

General  Medicine  •  Counseling  • 
Women '9  Health  •  HIV  Education  & 
Testing  •  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  • 
Substance  Abuse  Treatment  Program  • 
Acupuncture  Detoxification  • 
Alternative  Insemination  • 

Victim  Recovery  Program  •  Polarity  • 
Massage  •  Acupuncture  •  Chiropractic  • 
Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Helpline:  267-9001  tty /voice 
M-Th6-ll  PM  and  Fri  &  Sun  6  -  8:30  PM 

medical  •  business: 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  267-7573 
counseling  •  research  •  education: 

93  Mass  Ave*  Boston  •  267-0900 
substance  abuse  treatment  program: 

332  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  250 
wholistic  health  services: 

338  Newbury  St  •  Boston  •  267-0900  X  252 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster  Office  Park 
East  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll  free  1-800-339-2006 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  &  Associates,  P.C. 

•  David  R.  Lund  •  Barbara  Macy 
•  Therese  A.  Young 
Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning/ 

Wills  •  Real  Estate  Transactions  •  Domestic 
Relationships  •  Discrimination  •  Probate  of  Estates  • 
Driving  Under  the  Influence  •  Business 
Representation  •  Relationship  Agreements  •  Civil 
Litigation*  General  Pracitice  of  Law  •  Condo 
Conversion 

529  Newbury  SL.  •  Boston  •  (617)  266-0760 


•  NEW  &  USED  BIKES 

•  EXCELLENT  REPAIR  SERVICE 

•  PARTS  &  ACCESSORIES 

•  TOOLS,  WORKSPACE  &  INSTRUCTION 
AVAILABLE  AT  HOURLY  RATES 

•  CALL  FOR  HOURS 

351  BROADWAY  •  CAMBRIDGE  •  868-3392 


DR.  JONATHAN  D.  STEIN 

CHIROPRACTOR 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain. 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting  from 
occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday 
appointments  available 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


VOICES  OF 
BATTERED  LESBIANS 

•  Half  hour  audio  program  created 
by  survivors 

•  Presents  experiences  of  battered 
lesbians  from  differing  cultural, 
economic  and  racial  backgrounds 
and  with  differing  physical  abilities 

•  Useful  for  workers  in  the  battered 
women's  movement,  therapists,  and 
members  of  lesbian,  gay  and  bisexual 
communities  who  want  to  recognize 
and  confront  battering  of  women  by 
their  female  intimate  partners 

To  order,  send  $5.00  ($10.00  for 
organizations! professionals)  plus  $1  .OOP&ll  to: 
The  Lesbian  Caucus,  Mass  Coalition  of 
Battered  Women  Service  Groups 
107  South  Street  5th  floor 
Boston,  MA  02111  (617)426-8492 

This  program  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of 
Joan  Kebick,  murdered  by  her  abusive  ex-lover 


AS  EASY  AS  A  MAC 
BUT  RUNS  ON  YOUR  IBM  AT 
OR  COMPATIBLE 
“Bookkeeping  By  Design” 
Accounting  Software 

•  Runs  under  MS  Windows  (included) 

•  With  A/P,  A/R,  G/L  Payroll,  Invoicing 

•  Accepts  entries  for  any  period 
•  Installation  available  on  your  hardware 

•  Or  ask  about  our  complete  systems 

Special  introductory  Price:  $595 
Demo  Disk:  $10  VISA.  MC 

HOSKEN  &  ASSOCIATES 
(617)  445-8130 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 


581  BOYLSTON  STREET  4TH  FL. 
BOSTON,  MASS.  021 16 
(617)  353-1500 


•  INDIVIDUAL  •  GROUP  * 

**- ' '  *  ^ 

*  GAY  SENSITIVE  THERAPY/  . 


ALLAN  SINGER  L.l.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQ.  BOSTON.  MA  (617)  266-2240 


HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED  "A 

- -  * _ _ ‘1 


(fte/l 

ffa/Zerys 


POSTERS  GRAPHICS  PAINTINGS 


237  Broadway,  Hanover  MA 

826-3118 


HEALING  SERVICES 


FOR  ALL  AFFECTED  BY  AIDS 

For  persons  with  AIDS 
For  their  family  and  friends 
F or  those  in  the  healing  professions 
For  those  who  are  afraid  and  angry 
For  those  who  wish  it  would  go  away 
For  all  who  seek  God’s  healing  power 

Next  Service: 

Tuesday  •  7:30  PM 
October  23, 1990 
First  Parish  in  Cambridge 

3  Church  Street,  Harvard  Square 
Sponsored  by 

Ecumenical  Task  Force  on  AIDS 

For  more  information 
,  (617)  628-7665 

O*  (partial) 


Mi  d  n  i  ght 

OPEN  UNTIL  Two! 

"Something  Always  Happens  At  Midnight" 


MIDNIGHT  is  a  dance  club  catering  to  the  impulses 

of  a  woman. 

MIDNIGHT  is  open  every  Sunday  evening. 

13  LANSDOWNE  BOSTON  262-2437 

The  Magic  Begins  Sunday, 
Nov,  4  --  8pm-2am 

You  and  a  friend  are  invited  to  join  us 
on  this  premier  evening.  All  guests  will 
receive  a  VIP  Membership  Card. 

Admission  free  with  this  ad 


FLAPPER’S 

BALL 


WEDNESDAY 
OCTOBER 

31st 

9  PM 

COMPLIMENTARY  BUFFET 
1ST  PRIZE  BEST  COSTUME 

$300.00 

2ND  PRIZE  $150.00 
3RD  PRIZE  DINNER  CERTIFICATE 
$4.00  COVER  -  $2.00  IN  COSTUME 
BOBBY’S  •  69  CANAL  STREET  •  BOSTON  •  (617)  248-9520 

VALIDATED  PARKING  •  GOVERNMENT  CENTER  GARAGE  •  FROM  5  PM  TO  2  AM 


Partners 
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benefits. 

Unfortunately,  said  Kernpotich,  the 
competing  versions  of  the  ordinance  made  it 
less  likely  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  will  win 
on  the  issue.  “I’m  not  optimistic  about  the 
whole  thing  [including  benefits]  going 
through  intact,”  she  said.  “But  we’re  not 
going  to  quit  —  if  we  have  to  compromise, 
we’ll  come  back  next  year." 

Long-term  goals 

Lambda’s  Ettelbrick  said  she  thought  it 
was  important  to  distinguish  financial 
questions  from  the  issue  of  lesbian  and  gay 
political  rights.  Domestic  partnership,  she 
said,  should  not  be  seen  “as  a  substitute  for 
marriage,”  for  instance,  “but  as  a  civil  rights 
effort.” 

Nonetheless,  Ettelbrick  said,  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  will  soon  have  to  focus  their 
energy  on  state-level  battles  for  partnership 
rights,  because  state  laws,  not  city  laws,  “are 
the  ones  that  affect  us  the  most.”  She 
pointed  to  “a  whole  array”  of  benefits 
regulated  at  the  state  level,  from  housing  and 
inheritance  laws  to  adoption  privileges  and 
Medicaid  benefits. 

Ettelbrick  said,  however,  that  she  does 
think  there  was  reason  to  be  optimistic  about 
the  future  of  domestic  partnership,  especially 
outside  the  realm  of  electoral  politics.  She 
pointed  out  that  some  institutions, 
particularly  universities,  are  beginning  to 
expand  their  privileges  to  domestic  partners. 
For  example,  Ettelbrick  said,  Stanford 
University  recently  expanded  health 
coverage  and  housing  rights  for  unmarried 
students.  Such  developments,  however  slow, 
indicate  to  Ettelbrick  that  homophobia 
doesn’t  always  stand  in  the  way  of  lesbian 
and  gay  civil  rights. 

“It’s  not  so  much  resistance  as  the  fear  of 
[being]  first,”  she  said. 

—filed  from  Boston 

Lesbians 

Continued  from  page  I 

become  interested  as  the  conference  date 
approaches. 

Processing 

Regional  issues  aside,  however, 
participants  at  the  mid-September  steering 
committee  meeting  in  Atlanta  stressed  their 
excitement  about  the  diversity  of  the  women 
who  attended.  At  the  mid-September 
Steering  Committee  meeting,  “Parity  was 
achieved  between  women  of  color  and  white 
women,  and  there  were  many  caucuses 
represented,”  said  Fralene  Curtis,  a  Boston 
therapist  and  president  of  the  National 
Association  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alcoholism 
Professionals.  Curtis  attended  as  a 
representative  from  the  Lesbians  in 
Recovery  caucus.  While  low  turnout  from 
some  parts  of  the  community  prevented  the 
seating  of  a  full,  60-member  steering 
committee,  28  voting  seats  were  recognized 
(some  were  shared  by  more  than  one 
person). 

Creating  “safe  space”  for  all  lesbians  was 
high  on  the  agenda.  The  meeting,  run  by 
consensus,  worked  to  achieve  compromises 
on  many  issues. 

The  group  determined  that,  in  support  of 
women  in  recovery  from  addiction,  all 
conference  events  would  be  chemical-free, 
though  fundraisers  could  be  held  at  bars. 
According  to  Curtis,  participants  developed  a 
statement  that  “the  NLC  affirms  women  in 
recovery”  and  that  “Recovery  is  a  self- 
identified  process”  which  includes 
participation  in  12-step  programs  (like 
Alcoholics  Anonymous,  Co-dependents 
Anonymous,  etc.),  other  structured 
programs,  and,  particularly  for  Native 
American  women,  cultural  identification.  In 
addition,  contact  will  be  made  with  local  12- 
step  groups  in  Atlanta,  in  order  to  facilitate 
their  availability  to  conference  participants, 
and  there  will  be  “safe  housing”  and 
workshops  for  women  in  recovery,  said 
Curtis. 

An  earlier  statement  in  conference 
literature  asked  women  to  refrain  from 
wearing  fragrances  at  NLC  events  because 
fragrances  can  make  women  with 
environmental  illnesses  sick.  According  to 
Schildmeyer,  meeting  participants  decided 
that  because  some  women  wear  scents  for 
spiritual  reasons,  the  statement  should  be 
modified,  instead  asking  women  to  be 
considerate  about  wearing  fragrances.  Scent- 
free  space  will  be  instituted  at  the 
conference,  and  information  will  be  provided 


to  participants  about  environmental  illnesses. 

The  steering  committee  also  considered  a 
request  that  lesbian  batterers  be  excluded 
from  the  conference.  A  battered  lesbians 
caucus  met  to  consider  the  issue,  according 
to  Schildmeyer,  who  participated  in  the 
caucus.  She  said  that  concerns  were  raised 
about  how  to  mediate  the  claims  of  lesbians 
who  identified  another  woman  as  a  batterer 
if  the  other  woman  denies  that  she  is  a 
batterer.  Instead  of  excluding  individuals,  the 
caucus  decided  to  issue  a  statement  that,  “No 
violence  against  women  will  be  tolerated  at 
the  conference."  The  group  also  asked  for, 
and  was  given,  a  seat  on  the  steering 
committee  designated  for  a  battered  lesbian. 

An  extended  debate  about  male-to-female 
transsexuals  resulted  in  a  compromise 
statement:  “Workshops,  panels,  and 
participation  will  be  related  to  issues  of 
lesbians  and  genetic  women.”  Schildmeyer, 
joking  about  checking  DNA  at  the  door, 
explained  that  “some  people  felt 
uncomfortable  with  the  idea  of  transsexuals 
being  there,  because  of  issues  of  growing  up 
with  male  privilege.” 

Another  debate  centered  around  whether 
performers  who  are  not  openly  lesbian 
should  be  invited  to  appear.  Concerns  were 
raised  that  some  performers,  particularly 
women  of  color,  according  to  some  steering 
committee  members,  might  not  want  to 
identify  as  “out"  lesbians.  Others  raised 
questions  about  the  political  consequences  of 
closeted  or  non-lesbian  performers  at  a 
lesbian  event.  Consensus  was  reached  that 
all  “headliner”  performers  would  be  “out” 
lesbians,  and  that  there  would  be  a  statement 
in  the  program  implying  that  not  all 
performers  were  necessarily  lesbians. 

Meanwhile,  organizing  continues.  Another 
steering  committee  meeting  is  planned  for 
February,  and  the  national  office  has  already 
begun  receiving  early  conference  registration 
forms.  Penson  said  that  she  is  excited  about 
the  event,  “As  an  older  Black  woman,  I’ve 
been  around  for  a  long  time.  This  is  really 
important  to  me.  We  need  to  talk  to  each 
other  and  strategize.” 

Queers 

Continued  from  page  3 

proceeded  to  refund  the  customers’  money. 
When  Cicchino  asked  for  his  own  money 
back,  the  cashier  became  “extremely 
aggressive,”  and  refused  to  refund  his  cover 
charge. 

Said  Cicchino,  “[The  cashier]  took  the 
tack  of  'how  long  have  you  been  here,”’ 
implying  that  Cicchino  and  his  friends  had 
not  been  at  the  club  long  enough  to  become 
disgruntled,  and  that  the  refunds  were 
somehow  related  to  the  length  of  the 
customers’  stay  in  the  bar.  Cicchino, 
however,  maintained  that  the  refunds  seemed 
unrelated  to  the  amount  of  time  the  patrons 
had  spent  at  the  club.  “Some  of  the  people 
whose  money  they  had  refunded  had  arrived 
even  after  we  did,”  he  said.  “They  were 
clearly  refunding  money  solely  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation.” 

Cicchino  said  he  spoke  with  the  club’s 
general  manager  and  informed  her  “that  she 
was  already  in  direct  violation  of  the  law,”  at 
which  point  she  did  concede  and  refund  the 
money  paid  by  Cicchino  and  his 
companions.  Cicchino  was  accompanied  by 
several  men  who  claimed  also  to  have 
witnessed  the  refunds. 

Balboni  said  that  he  didn’t  see  the  refunds, 
but  did  witness  the  conflict  between 
Cicchino  and  the  manager.  According  to 
Balboni,  a  police  officer  was  summoned  to 
the  scene,  and  did  not  appear  to  take  any 
action.  “[The  refunds]  would  be  a  violation 
of  city  ordinances,  so  I’m  assuming  that 
there  wasn’t  any  validity  to  the  claim,”  said 
Balboni.  He  emphasized,  however,  that  he 
did  not  know  the  details  of  the  incident. 

According  to  those  who  remained  outside 
of  the  bar,  the  reaction  of  in-coming 
heterosexual  customers  was  sometimes 
negative,  but  did  not  become  violent  Stewart 
Goldstein,  a  Queer  Nation  member  who 
stood  outside  of  the  club  throughout  the 
demonstration,  told  GCN,  “Half  of  the 
people  turned  away  when  they  found  out 
what  we  were  doing.”  Some  customers,  he 
said,  “were  okay  with  what  we  were  doing 
and  were  with  us,”  but  others  responded  with 
“nastyxons  “covered  their  ears  while  they 
walked  in  and  gave  us  weird  looks,  but 
didn’t  really  say  anything.”  Ritacco  told 
GCN,  “A  lot  of  people  turned  away” 

Balboni  confirmed  reports  that  the  crowd 
of  Queer  Nation  activists  had  deterred 
customers  from  the  club.  “There  were 
considerably  fewer  people  than  normally,” 

Continued  on  page  13 
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SAFER  SEX  AND  DRUG  USE  GUIDELINES 

GCN offers  these  guidelines  lor  all  of  us  who  are  making  decisions  about  sex  and  drug  use  in  the  midst  ol  the  AIDS  epidemic. 

HIV  is  a  virus  widely  thought  to  be  a  cause  ol  AIDS.  The  highest  concentrations  ol  HIV  are  found  in  blood  and  semen.  So  it's 
important  to  avoid  any  way  in  which  HIV-inlected  blood  or  semen  can  get  from  one  person's  body  into  another  person's 
bloodstream. 

•  Fucking  (anal  and  vaginal)  without  a  condom  and  sharing  needles  account  tor  almost  all  the  documented  cases  of  HIV 
transmission. 

•  Oral  sex  without  a  condom  or  dental  dam  accounts  for  a  very  tew  documented  cases  of  HIV  transmission. 

•  Other  ways  ol  transmitting  HIV  that  have  not  been  documented  but  which  could  be  theoretically  risky  include:  fisting,  finger 
tucking,  rimming,  deep  kissing,  sharing  uncleaned  dildos.  The  theory  here  is  that  anyway  HIV-infected  bodily  fluids  get 
from  one  person  into  another  involves  risk.  For  example,  HIV  could  be  transmitted  if  a  person  with  a  cik  on  their  hand 
fisttucked  their  partner  and  caused  bleeding  in  their  rectum  or  vagina. 

HOW  TO  PLAY  SAFER 

Only  you  can  decide  what  risks  you  are  willing  to  take.  Some  people  use  safer  sex  practices  with  all  their  partners.  Other  people 
make  decisions  about  the  risks  they  are  willing  to  take  based  on  their  own  and  their  partners'  sexual  and  drug  use  history  and/or 
HIV  status.  People  also  make  decisions  based  on  how  comfortable  they  feel  negotiating  safer  sex  in  any  particular  situation.  If  you 
and  your  partner  have  not  talked  about  past  practices  and/or  HIV  status,  don't  make  assumptions.  (For  example,  many  lesbians 
have  had  unprotected  intercourse  with  a  man  in  the  last  ten  years.) 

•  Use  a  condom  when  tucking.  On  the  condoms,  use  water-based  lubricants  like  KY.  Oil-based  lubricants  like  Crisco, 
Vaseline,  and  baby  oil  may  make  condoms  break. 

•  Use  a  condom  when  sucking  dick  if  your  partner  is  going  to  come  in  your  mouth.  If  HIV-infected  cum  or  pre-cum  gets  in 
your  mouth,  it  may  get  in  your  bloodstream  through  cuts  in  your  gums  or  sores  in  your  mouth. 

•  Use  dental  dams  (latex  squares)  when  going  down  on  a  woman  if  she  is  having  her  period  or  has  a  vaginal  infection. 
Menstrual  blood  and  secretions  from  vaginal  infections  have  more  HIV  than  healthy  vaginal  secretions  or  urine.  No 
information  has  been  gathered  about  the  concentration  ot  HIV  in  "female  ejaculate." 

•  Use  latex  gloves  for  fisting  or  finger-fucking  if  you  have  any  sores  or  cuts  on  your  hands. 

•  Keep  semen  and  blood  (including  menstrual  blood  and  blood  drawn  from  piercing,  cutting  or  shaving)  out  of  your  vagina, 
anus,  mouth,  or  breaks  in  your  skin. 

•  If  you  share  dildos,  vibrators  or  other  sex  toys,  use  a  new  condom  each  time,  or  clean  toys  with  hydrogen  peroxide  or  soap 
and  water. 

•  Alternative  insemination  may  put  you  at  risk.  Discuss  this  risk  with  potential  donors  or  sperm  banks. 

•  Massage,  hugging,  dirty  talk,  role-playing,  masturbation  (solo,  with  a  partner,  in  a  group)  and  other  activities  that  don't  let 
blood  or  semen  into  your  bloodstream  are  sate. 

•  Alcohol,  poppers  or  other  drugs  may  lower  your  ability  to  make  good  decisions.  Many  people  have  reported  that  they  have 
been  unable  to  maintain  safer  sex  practices  after  getting  high. 

•  Good  nutrition,  lots  ot  rest,  exercise  and  nonabuse  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  may  help  you  fight  all  illnesses,  including 
AIDS. 

INTRAVENOUS  DRUG  USE 

•  Don't  share  works  (needles,  syringes,  droppers,  spoons,  cottons  or  cookers)! 

•  If  you  must  share  or  re-use  works,  clean  them  before  and  after  each  injection  as  follows:  dip  needle  and  works  into  bleach, 
draw  up  and  release  three  times,  dip  needle  and  works  into  fresh  water,  draw  up  and  release  three  times.  In  an  emergency, 
rubbing  alcohol  or  vodka  can  be  used  instead  ot  bleach.  Or  you  can  boil  works  that  aren't  plastic  in  water  for  at  least  15 
minutes.  (Use  a  fresh  solution  each  time  you  clean  your  works.) 

RESOURCE  NUMBERS 

National  AIDS  Hotline:  1  (000)  342-7514 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  Boston:  1  (800)  235-2331 

Latino  AIDS  Hotline  (bilingual),  Boston:  (617)  262-7248 

AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC)  IV  Drug  Use  Taskforce,  Boston:  (617)  437-4200 

Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis  (GMHC),  New  York:  (212)  807-6655 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council  (NMAC),  Washington,  D.C.:  (202)  544-1076 

Women's  AIDS  Network,  San  Francisco:  (415)  864-4376 


AGENDAS  FOR  CHANGE 


A  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  LIFE 

OF 

FRED  MANDEL 

SUNDAY  OCTOBER  28,  1990 

4:00  -  5:00  Memorial  Celebration 

5:00  -  6:00  Networking  Reception 

ARLINGTON  STREET  CHURCH,  BOSTON 

(Comer  of  Arlington  and  Boylstcn  Streets) 


BOBBY’S  •  69  CANAL  STREET  •  BOSTON  •  (617)  248-9520 

VALIDATED  PARKING  •  GOVERNMENT  CENTER  GARAGE  •  FROM  5  PM  TO  2  AM 


LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 


FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


S&G 


SANDBERG  &  GONZALEZ 


126  STATE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02109 

(617)  523-1060 


LILLIAN  GONZALEZ 

CERTIFIED  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANT 


COMPUTER  HELP 

•  software  •  hardware  •  networks 
•  maintenance  •  trouble-shooting 

Hosken  and  Associates  is  a  consulting  firm  specializing  in  automating  small  business  practices 
and  procedures  to  maximize  management  control. 

We  are  large  enough  to  have  wide  ranging  expertise  yet  small  enough  to  give  your  needs 
personal  attention.  Our  three  principals  have  over  thirty  years  of  computer  experience  and  over 
thirty-five  years  of  business  experience. 

We  know  what  it  takes  to  make  a  business  successful  and  we  help  you  achieve  that  goal. 

Hosken  and  Associates 
Eight  Hillside  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02120 
JOHN  HOSKEN  (617)  445-8130 
FAX  (617)  442-6439 
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MEDIA  WATCH 


A  new  column  looks  at 
items  of  interest  to 
you,  queer  reader 

This  week,  GCN  presents  the  first 
installment  of  its  semi-regular  media-watch 
column.  Designed  to  call  the  attention  of 
our  readers  to  positive  and  negative  items 
of  interest  in  magazines,  newspapers, 
television  and  the  movies,  this  column  will 
be  compiled  —  much  like  our  News  Notes 
section —  by  GCN  staff  writers,  editors  and 
volunteers.  If  you’ve  seen  or  heard 
something  you  think  more  people  should 
know  about  (and  maybe  even  want  to  report 
on  it  for  this  column),  contact  GCN 
Features,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA. 
02116,  or  call  (617)  426-4469. 


Cartoon  man  kisses 
cartoon  man 

"The  Simpsons,"  Fox  TV,  Oct.  18, 1990 

Sure,  it’s  easy  to  hate  media  czar  Rupert 
Murdoch  (publisher  of  some  of  the  worst 
tabloid  newspapers  on  the  globe)  but  from 
the  beginning,  his  gosh-dam  Fox  Network 
has  been  the  TV  home  for  queer  characters. 
It  was  almost  inevitable  that  "The 
Simpsons"  —  the  incredibly  plucky  and 
popular  cartoon  series  created  by  Matt 
Groening,  the  man  who  brought  us  Life  in 
Hell  and  Akbar  &  Jeff  (see  GCN  Nov.  5-11, 
1989)  —  would  be  the  first  animated 
program  in  television  history  to  feature  a 
gay  character  in  a  guest  starring  role  and  the 
first  cartoon  male-male  kiss. 

In  the  Oct.  18  episode,  bald  and  hapless 
dad  Homer  Simpson  grows  a  full  head  of 
hair  overnight,  thanks  to  a  miracle  hair¬ 
growing  product.  Just  as  swiftly,  Simpson  is 
promoted  and  given  his  own  personal 
secretary,  Karl  (voice  by  Harvey  Fierstein). 
Though  the  elegant  Karl  is  never  officially 
identified  with  the  g-word,  his  sartorial 
splendor  and  fabulously  appointed  bedroom 
are  meant  to  signify  queemess  all  the  way. 
(Not  to  mention  the  fact  that  his  is  the  most 
famous  and  recognizable  gay  male  voice  in 
the  western  world.) 

The  episode  was  a  clever  parody  of  the 
problem  that  folks  in  some  circles  have 
come  to  call  “looks ism,”  as  well  as  a  jab  at 
the  stereotype  of  the  secretary  who  will  do 
anything  to  ensure  the  success  of  his/her 
boss.  Karl,  with  his  clipped,  probably- 
bottle-blonde  hairdo  and  raspy  voice,  is 
exactly  the  sort  of  queen  who  pats  his  boss 
on  the  butt  and  kisses  him  as  an  equal  show 
of  affection  and  support  before  the  nervous 
boss’  big  presentation. 

Overall,  the  episode  was  as  delightful  as 
most  Simpsons  shows,  but  because  it 
appears  on  Fox,  where  gay  characters  are 
nowhere  near  as  rare  as  on  the  big  three 
networks,  some  of  the  surprise  may  have 
been  taken  out  of  the  fact  that  one  cartoon 
man  kissed  another  cartoon  man!  Aye 
carumba! 

Christopher  Wittke 


People  don’t  need 
People’ 

“An  AIDS  Mystery,”  People  cover  story, 
Oct.  22, 1990 

I’m  cancelling  my  subscription  to 
People.  Granted,  you  may  wonder  why  a 
GCN  staff  member  even  has  a  subscription 
to  People,  but  to  tell  you  the  truth,  it  was 
kind  of  my  weekly  respite  from  lesbian  and 
gay  periodicals.  I  enjoyed  catching  up  on 
Demi  Moore’s  latest  hairstyle,  the  newest 
developments  on  "Murphy  Brown"  and 
"Designing  Women,"  and  the  occasional 
foray  into  the  mysterious  connection 
between  Madonna  and  the  oh-so-ambiguous 
Sandra  Bernhard. 

But  a  recent  cover  story  on  AIDS,  written 
by  Bonnie  Johnson,  Meg  Grant  and  Don 
Sider,  convinced  me  that  I  will  have  to  find 
my  updates  on  the  entertainment  industry 
elsewhere.  In  the  past.  People  has  pretty 
much  limited  its  coverage  of  the  epidemic 
to  human  interest  stories  —  profiles  of 
PWAs  (including  some,  yikes,  gay  men), 
and  health  care  workers.  The  magazine  has 
twice  featured  Ali  Gertz,  a  straight,  white 
woman  from  New  York  who  has  become 
sort  of  a  mainstream  spokesperson  for 
PWAs  and  who  actually  says  some  good 
things.  The  last  piece  on  Gertz  was  a 
prelude  to  a  larger  story  about  women  with 
AIDS,  and  included  some  women  of  color 
(but  no  dykes).  Anyway,  the  coverage  has 
usually  been  politically  harmless  enough 
and  at  least  introduced  mainstream  readers 
to  the  fact  that  not  only  butt-fucking  faggots 
get  the  disease. 

“A  Life  Stolen  Early:  Nobody  knows 
how  it  happened,  but  Kim  Bergalis  may 
have  contracted  AIDS  at  the  dentist’s.” 
Beginning  with  this  headline,  the  entire 
storv  is  framed  with  a  moralistic  tone.  We 
are  told  that  Bergalis  was  always  a  “good 
girl."  She  was  not  allowed  to  date  in  high 
school,  belonged  to  the  honor  society  and 
Spanish  club,  and  baby-sat  for  spending 
money.  Bergalis  then  went  to  college, 
where  she  planned  to  major  in  business.  She 
“came  out  of  her  shell,”  and  although  she 
had  two  boyfriends.  People  reports  that  she 
”...  was  not  sexually  active  and,  she  says, 
she  remains  a  virgin.”  She  also  says  that  she 
is  not  an  IV  drug  user. 

In  March  of  1989,  Bergalis  began  to 
experience  some  AIDS-related  symptoms, 
and  in  late  January  of  1990,  she  was 
diagnosed  with  AIDS.  After  undergoing 
investigation  by  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  (CDC),  Bergalis  could  not  identify 
how  she  might  have  come  in  contact  with 
HIV.  Bergalis’  two  boyfriends  and  her 
entire  family  (the  CDC  considered  abuse  by 
family  members  a  possibility)  all  tested 
negative  for  HIV. 

Bergalis’  mother  suggested  that  her 
daughter  may  have  been  “infected”  by  a 
dentist  Bergalis  had  gone  to  in  December  of 
1987  to  have  two  molars  extracted.  By  that 
time,  it  was  public  knowledge  that  the 
dentist,  Dr.  David  J.  Acer,  had  died  of 
AIDS. 

Bergalis  herself  recalls  that  Acer  wore  a 
protective  mask  and  gloves  while 
performing  the  extractions.  She  does  not 
believe,  she  says,  that  any  blood  was  passed 
from  Acer  to  herself. 

These  are  the  basic  facts.  The  CDC  has 
said  that  it  is  possible  that  transmission  of 
HIV  occurred  between  Acer  and  Bergalis, 
but  other  AIDS  experts  have  disputed  the 
claim.  However,  anyone  reading  the  story 
would  get  the  distinct  impression  that  there 
is  no  other  way  that  Bergalis  could  have 
contracted  AIDS  except  through  contact 
with  Acer  during  the  operation.  The 
Bergalises  have  filed  a  lawsuit  against  the 
doctor  (against  his  estate,  I  assume)  as  well 
as  the  health  plan  that  referred  Kimberly  to 
Acer. 

Despite  the  story  itself  reporting  that  the 
“incubation  period  had  been  unusually  brief 
—  just  two  years  compared  with  the 
national  average  of  seven  to  10  years,”  the 
fact  that  the  boyfriends,  et.  al.  have  tested 
negative  for  now  seems  to  satisfy  the 
People  writers  that  the  men  do  not  have 
anti-bodies  to  HIV  present  in  their  systems. 
The  report  also  conflates  virginity  — 
heterosexual  intercourse  —  with  being 
sexually  inactive.  Maybe  People  doesn’t 
realize  that  bodily  fluids  can  be  transferred 
in  other  ways. 

My  favorite  quote  in  the  story  comes 
from  Bergalis’s  father:  “Her  sickness  would 
have  been  easier  to  accept  if  she’d  been  a 
slut  or  drug  user.  But  she  had  everything 
right.”  Understandably,  the  man  is  upset, 
but  People  lets  the  quote  go  by 


unchallenged  and,  in  fact,  implicitly  agrees 
with  Mr.  Bergalis’  sentiments  by  saying, 
“All  who  know  her  agree  that  Kimberly  is 
the  last  person  they  would  have  thought 
might  get  AIDS.” 

The  People  story  shows  that  many  still 
believe  that  some  “deserve”  AIDS  and 
some  don’t.  Okay,  so  maybe  I  shouldn’t 
have  expected  journalistic  integrity  from 
the  U.S.’s  most  popular  just-a-step-above- 
the-tabloids  rag,  but  now  that  we’re  into  the 
second  decade  of  the  epidemic,  I  would 
have  (naively)  thought  that  we  "Americans" 
had  learned  that  AIDS  does  not  seek  out 
“victims"  based  on  a  morality  meter. 

Kelly  Gaines 
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Back  in  the 
Saddle  Again 

Us  vs.  Them: 

The  Cultural  Civil 
War  in  America 

Getting  Nasty: 

Rick  Rubi 
the  Gets 

Judas  Priest 
Beats  the  Ran 


The  people  vs.  the 
lawyer 

Spin,  November,  1990 

The  generally  recommendable  AIDS 
column  in  Spin  magazine  is  generally 
recommendable  for  covering  news  of 
alternative  treatments  and  controversies  that 
never  seem  to  make  it  to  the  pages  of  the 
mainstream  press.  Spin,  the  rock  and  roll 
monthly,  has  consistently  been  the  first 
mainstream  publication  to  take  up 
discussions  of  the  epidemic  while  others  of 
its  ilk  have  remained  blissfully  unaware. 

You,  as  a  gay  or  lesbian  reader,  may  have 
seen  many  of  these  issues  covered  in  the 
queer  press  (like  the  intriguing  conspiracy 
theories  of  the  New  York  Native),  but  it’s 
sometimes  interesting  to  see  what,  er,  spin 
Spin  will  take  on  an  issue,  whether  it  be 
urine  therapy  or  anti-HIV-as-cause  theories. 

This  month,  in  the  issue  with  Jon  Bon 
Jovi  on  the  cover.  Spin  examines  the  story 
of  a  health-fraud  lawyer  who  wants  to 
assemble  an  AIDS-treatment  database. 
Writer  Nicholas  Regush  explains  why  some 
AIDS  activists  (including  ACT  UP) 
question  lawyer  Grace  Monaco’s 
involvement  in  such  an  endeavor,  given  that 
one  of  her  primary  job  functions  is  to  advise 
insurance  companies  as  to  what  sort  of 
treatments  they  should  cover  for  various 
diseases.  Activists  worry  that  Monaco  will 
steer  clear  of  alternative  treatments  in  an 
effort  to  avoid  “quackery”  that  will 
ultimately  harm  people  with  AIDS,  many  of 
whom  are  more  than  willing  to  try 
alternatives  or  supplements  to  AZT  or 
aerosolized  pentamadine. 

C.W. 

Woman  talk 


Talk  Show"  features  a  “real”  celebrity,  such 
as  Michael  McKean,  Jerry  Mathers  and  Nell 
Carter,  all  of  whom  take  a  tongue-in-cheek 
approach  to  portraying  themselves. 

A  frequent  (fake)  regular  is  Ann-Marie 
Snelling  star  of  Derby’s  Top  Hat  Dinner 
Theater.  An  especially  funny  episode 
featured  a  pregnant  Ann-Marie  doing  a  bit 
of  her  current  stint  in  the  Top  Hat’s 
production  of  Peter  Pan.  (She,  of  course, 
played  the  lead.) 

In  one  episode  in  which  a  Bob  Guccioni- 
type  almost  gets  hold  of  nude  photos  of 
Jennifer,  the  exploitation  of  women  by  male 
publishers  is  sensitively  explored  and 
soundly  criticized.  (Mrs.  Battle,  in  fact, 
refuses  to  appear  on  the  show  and  heads  up 
a  fairly  noisy  protest  section  in  the 
audience,  complete  with  signs  and  chants.). 
While  all  of  the  shows  are  tinged  with 
feminist  themes,  the  most  explicitly 
feminist  episode  so  far  was  called  “From 
Estrogen  to  Estrogen.” 

The  show  started  out  with  a  Marabelle 
Morgan/Total  Woman-type  character  who, 
under  the  guise  of  the  “new  feminism,” 
urged  women  to  sacrifice  everything  for 
their  men.  Jennifer  and  Angela  quickly 
became  enraged,  saying  her  ideas  sounded 
like  “anti-feminism,”  and  ran  the  woman 
off  the  show. 

Following  that  mishap,  the  next  guest 
was  a  wonderfully  playful  Helen  Reddy. 
Jennifer  and  Angela  fairly  gushed  over 
Helen,  telling  her  how  they  had  lip-synced 
“I  Am  Woman”  with  hairbrushes  as 
children,  and  how  much  they  admired  her 
independence.  They  cheered  when  Helen 
said  that  her  company  almost  exclusively 
employs  women  and  when  she  urged  all  the 
women  in  the  audience  to  start  their  own 
woman-oriented  businesses. 

"My  Talk  Show"  is  definitely  worth  a  try 
for  unusual  and  unpredictable  late-night 
programming.  Surprisingly,  the  show  is 
produced  by  Second  City,  a  group  not 
known  for  its  feminist  and  pro-woman 
leanings.  Jennifer  and  crew  provide  a 
wonderful,  off-beat  alternative  to  the  my- 
penis-is-bigger-than-your-penis  humor  of 
"Saturday  Night  Live"  and  (reruns  of) 
SCTV.  I  mean,  where  else  could  you  see  a 
portrayal  of  a  pregnant  woman  starring  in 
Peter  Pan  that  gets  all  the  laughs  it 
deserves,  but  doesn ’t  take  any  cheap,  sexist 
shots  in  the  process? 

K.G. 


"My  Talk  Show,"  starring  Cynthia 
Stevens,  syndicated. 

In  the  glut  of  the  fall  preview  season, 
amid  the  Cop  Rocks  and  the  Flashes,  it 
might  be  easy  to  miss  this  gem  of  a  new 
show  with  a  surprisingly  feminist 
sensibility.  Set  in  fictional  Derby, 
Wisconsin  (“the  hat  capital  of  the  world”), 
"My  Talk  Show"  is  a  takeoff  on  (guess 
what)  talk  shows,  and  is  set  in  host  Jennifer 
Bass’  living  room.  The  plot  is  that  Jennifer 
(played  by  Cynthia  Stevens)  has  been 
hosting  the  show  for  a  while  and  that  it  has 
just  been  picked  up  nationally.  (In  the  first 
episode,  we  learned  that  a  wall  in  Jennifer’s 
house  was  knocked  out  in  order  to  make 
room  for  the  studio  audience.) 

Jennifer’s  co-host  is  her  best  friend  and 
next-  door  neighbor,  Angela  Davenport  , 
whose  main  gripe  in  the  first  few  episodes 
is  that  she  can’t  smoke  on  the  air.  Jennifer 
and  Angela  are  joined  by  Jennifer’s  ex- 
brother-in-law,  Marty,  who  lives  in  an  RV 
in  Jennifer’s  driveway,  and  Mrs.  Battle,  the 
show’s  musical  director  and  Jennifer’s 
former  teacher.  In  a  clever  blending  of 
fiction  and  reality,  each  episode  of  "My 


Odds  and  ends 

In  the  post-outing-phenomenon  U.S.A., 
gay  grapevine  rumors  are  no  longer  an 
avoidable  topic  for  the  celebrity  press. 
People’s  Oct.  29  cover  profile  on  Kirstie 
"Cheers"  Alley  mentions  the  longtime 
rumor  that  she  and  hubby  Parker  "The 
Hardy  Boys"  Stevens  are  a  Sister-in-Sappho 
and  screaming  queen,  respectively.  “It  must 
be  a  last  resort  to  find  something 
controversial  about  us,”  says  Kirstie.  “As 
far  as  I’m  concerned,  if  people  believe  in 
two-headed  babies  from  Mars,  they  might 
as  well  believe  Parker  and  I  are  gay.” 
Kirstie  and  the  People  writers  offered  no 
mention  of  Alley’s  "Look  Who’s  Talking" 
co-star  John  Travolta. 

Leonard  Bernstein’s  homosexuality  (or 
was  it  bisexuality?  same  thing  as  far  as 
People  is  concerned)  is  also  mentioned  in 
the  obit  that  appears  in  that  same  issue. 

C.W. 
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"I  AM  YOUR  SISTER: 
FORGING  GLOBAL 
CONNECTIONS  ACROSS 
DIFFERENCE," 

A  CELECONFERENCE 
IN  HONOR  OF 
AUDRE  LORDE 


I  I’m  making  my  New  Year’s 
Resolutions  early  this  year.  At  the 
top  of  the  list:  I  must  keep  trying 
to  figure  out  how  we  can  work  in 
coalition  efforts  without 
replicating  the  patterns  of 
oppression  we  have  learned  in  the 
individual  contexts  of  our  lives.  I 
genuinely  believe  that  working 
together  in  alliances  is  the  most 
effective  way  to  address  the  issues 
that  will  help  this  planet  to 
survive.  I  personally  require 
coalition  work  because  I  am  a 
complex  intersection  of  race,  gender,  class, 
sexual  identity,  physical  ability,  and  political 
analysis.  Most  elements  of  my  personal 
identification  as  a  Black  lesbian  feminist 
activist  with  disabilities  serve  to  target  me  for 
oppression  and  sensitize  me  to  the  concerns 
of  others  who  suffer  injustice. 

My  involvement  in  the  world  as  an  activist 
has  spanned  more  than  three  decades  as  I 
have  struggled  in  several  liberation  efforts.  I 
started  in  the  Civil  Rights  movement,  but 
was  also  inspired  to  work  in  the  feminist, 
gay,  and  disability  rights  struggles  as  I 
encountered  oppressive  experiences  from  my 
revolutionary  allies.  Thus  far,  I  have  not 
found  a  fully  conscious  coalition  where  the 
participants  not  only  actively  work  together, 
but  also  strive  vigorously  to  eliminate 
oppressive  behavior  toward  each  other.  It  is  a 
dilemma  that  continues  to  haunt  me  as  I  seek 
to  work  effectively  for  social  justice  in  the 
’90s. 

Audre  Lorde  as  an  author  has  inspired  me 
in  my  life  and  work  as  an  activist  and  writer. 
Her  razor-sharp  analysis  and  personal 
revelations  have  inspired  me.  Her 
commitment  to  addressing  liberation 
struggles  from  a  global  perspective  in  the 
many  facets  of  her  life  as  a  self-defined 
Black  lesbian  feminist  warrior  poet  mother 
has  been  a  model  for  me.  Therefore,  I  was 
excited  to  learn  of  the  celeconference  “I  Am 


Your  Sister:  Forging  Global  Connections 
Across  Differences”  which  was  recently  held 
at  sites  in  Boston  and  Cambridge  on  the 
weekend  October  5-8,  1990.  The  conference 
promised  to  be  unique  by  celebrating  the 
prolific  author’s  life  and  work  using  the 
principles  that  Lorde  has  spoken  of  so 
eloquently. 

I  do  not  have  a  Pollyanna  personality  that 
assumes  conferences  will  magically  erase 
oppressive  attitudes  that  the  organizers  have 
internalized.  I  have  too  many  experiences  of 
otherwise  politically  astute  organizations 
developing  events  where  focusing  on  the 
conference  theme  served  to  ignore  the 
concerns  of  a  particular  segment  of  the 
participant  population.  For  example,  at  the 
tremendously  successful  OutWrite  ’90,  the 
conference  for  gay  and  lesbian  writers  held 
in  San  Francisco  in  March  of  this  year,  I  was 
aware  of  the  racism  and  ableism  that  subtly 
infiltrated  the  gathering.  Similarly,  sexism 
and  ableism  marred  my  experience  of  the 
Black  Gay  and  Lesbian  Leadership  Forum 
National  Conference  in  Atlanta  back  in 
February. 

From  my  work  with  the  National  Lesbian 
Conference,  scheduled  for  April  of  1991, 1 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  plan  a  national 
conference  from  a  politically  aware 
perspective.  There  are  an  incredible  number 
of  logistical  concerns  involved  in  planning 
any  conference,  just  to  ensure  a  high-quality 
program,  enough  participants,  appropriate 
facilities,  and  sufficient  income  to  meet 
expenses  without  an  exorbitant  fee.  When  the 
political  concerns  of  diversity  and  inclusivity 
are  added  to  the  planning  process,  it  becomes 
increasingly  difficult  to  successfully  catch  all 
the  threads  and  weave  them  together  into  a 
seamless  fabric.  Inevitably  there  are  holes 
and  loose  threads.  I  am  genuinely  challenged 
by  the  question  of  what  additional  effort  will 
eliminate  the  painful  effects  of  internalized 
oppression  from  such  events. 


As  soon  as  I  learned  of  the  monumental 
task  the  “I  Am  Your  Sister”  conference 
organizers  had  assumed,  I  personally 
volunteered  my  computer  skills  to  generate 
computerized  mailing  labels  and  to  develop  a 
registration  database  as  thousands  of 
individuals  were  contacted  with  both 
fundraising  and  conference  announcement 
mailings.  I  was  excited  about  the 
commitment  of  those  who  had  conceived 
this  conference  to  have  participation  by  at 
least  50  percent  women  of  color  and 
impoverished  women,  a  commitment  that 
directly  challenged  the  reality  of  race  and 
class  oppressions  around  the  globe.  The 
international  scope  of  the  conference  was  a 
refreshing  antidote  to  the  parochial  attitude 
of  many  such  events  that  assume  the 

Unfortunately, 
perpetuating 
patterns  of 
oppression  within 
our  alliances  is 
exactly  what 
dooms  our 
coalition  efforts. 

accuracy  of  maps  where  the  United  States  is 
shown  as  if  it  geographically  predominates, 
an  imperialist  graphic  metaphor. 

What  was  unique  to  this  gathering  was  the 
integration  of  feminist  principles,  as 
expressed  in  the  writing  of  Audre  Lorde,  into 


the  structure  of  conference  worksessions. 
Rather  than  traditional  panels  or  workshop 
presentations,  facilitators  and  resource 
persons  made  brief  presentations  in  a  variety 
of  formats,  including  dance  and  poetry, 
before  opening  the  bulk  of  the  worksession 
time  to  group  discussion.  “People  are 
coming  with  their  own  knowledge,  and  we 
want  to  give  everyone  a  chance  to  speak,” 
conference  organizer  Jacqui  Alexander  said. 
Each  worksession  was  described  in  the 
program  booklet  by  a  relevant  quotation 
from  Audre  Lorde ’s  work. 

The  ideas  in  Audre  Lorde ’s  essay  “Eye  to 
Eye”  served  as  the  core  of  the  conference.  In 
“Eye  to  Eye:  Black  Women  Hatred  and 
Anger”  named  after  the  essay  in  Sister 
Outsider,  which  explores  the  issue  of 
internalized  oppression,  self-defined 
“identity  groups,”  such  as  Jewish  women, 
impoverished  women,  lesbians,  youth,  gay 
men,  women  with  disabilities,  etc.,  gathered 
to  examine  the  anger  that  keeps  them  from 
working  together  effectively  for  change.  As 
the  program  description  stated: 

This  is  not  merely  a  personal 
exercise.  The  lack  of  dealing  with 
self  and  community  can  immobilize 
us  in  our  political  struggles....  Some 
deep  divisions  within  and  among 
communities  await  our  resolution.... 

By  finding  ourselves  in  one  another 
and  forging  bonds  within  our  own 
groups,  we  can  move  with 
confidence  outward,  forming  links 
with  ever  larger  communities...  Our 
“Eye  to  Eye”  work  is  crucial  to  our 
forging  of  Global  Connections. 

The  conference  blended  unique 
expressions  of  traditional  program  elements 
with  atypical  features.  Morning  plenary 
sessions  and  evening  cultural  events  are 
fairly  typical  conference  fare,  but  the 
diversity  of  presenters  at  “I  Am  Your  Sister” 
was  both  unusual  and  impressive.  The 
cultural  program  gave  voice  to  an  a  undance 
of  artistic  expressions  that  blended  notes  of 
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Audre  Lorde 


gender,  ethnicity,  culture,  age  and  sexuality 
in  a  common  paean  of  adulation  for  Audre 
Lorde  and  in  celebration  of  this  gathering  of 
the  clans. 

“I  Am  Your  Sister”  brought  together 
women  from  Central  America  and  South 
America  and  Europe  and  Africa  and  Canada 
and  the  United  States.  There  were  bisexual, 
heterosexual,  and  homosexual  men  and 
women  in  attendance.  There  were  young 
persons  and  elders,  owning  class  and 
impoverished,  representatives  from  a  true 
rainbow  spectrum  of  global  experience. 
Conference  organizers  did  an  amazing  job  of 
spreading  the  word  to  a  kaleidoscopic  array 
of  persons. 

As  in  any  function  involving  such  a 
diverse  population,  there  were  tremendous 
needs  to  be  fulfilled.  Clearly,  conference  staff 
tried  to  anticipate  many  requirements  and  to 
respond  to  some  of  the  needs  that  had  not 
been  anticipated  as  they  arose.  A  large  crew 
of  women  provided  sign  language 
interpretation  for  the  deaf  and  hearing- 
impaired  for  all  sessions  of  the  conference. 
Pre-packaged  box  lunches  included 
vegetarian,  kosher,  and  low  sugar/low  salt 
options.  The  program  requested  that 
conference  participants  refrain  from  smoking 
and  wearing  scented  products  in 
consideration  of  those  with  environmental 
illness. 

While  women  of  color  were  primarily 
responsible  for  the  organizational  leadership 
of  this  event,  internalized  race  and  cultural 
oppression  was  a  hole  through  which  several 
groups  slipped.  Native  American  women, 
making  impassioned  statements  about  land 
rights  struggles,  especially  as  they  affect  the 
Mohawks  in  Canada  presently,  also  remarked 
that  they  felt  as  though  their  presence  at  the 
conference  was  welcomed  mostly  for  the 


opening  ceremony.  Asian  women  powerfully 
rebutted  assumptions  that  they  are  passive  or 
exotic  in  a  poetic  affirmation  of  their  cultural 
identity  during  a  Speak  Out  held  on  Monday 
morning.  Simultaneous  translation  into 
Spanish  for  women  from  Central  America 
and  South  America  whose  first  language  is 
not  English  was  more  problematic  and  flared 
into  a  minor  controversy  by  Saturday 


evening.  A  dedicated  but  small  number  of 
translators  was  unable  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
rapid  pace  of  events,  and  Latinas  complained 
that  they  were  being  excluded  from  major 
portions  of  the  conference. 

The  program  booklet  frontispiece 
contained  a  quotation  from  the  essay,  “Age, 
Race,  Class,  and  Sex:  Women  Redefining 
Difference”  also  contained  in  Lorde ’s  book 
Sister  Outsider. 

I  urge  each  one  of  us  here  to  reach 
down  into  that  deep  place  of 
knowledge  inside  herself  and  touch 
that  terror  and  loathing  of  any 


difference  that  lives  there  and  see 
whose  face  it  wears. 

My  experience  at  “I  Am  Your  Sister”  tells 
me  that  the  face  is  that  of  a  woman  with 
disabilities.  As  a  person  whose  disability  has 
recently  increased  in  visibility  because  I  now 
must  use  crutches,  I  had  numerous  occasions 
to  confront  the  reality  of  ableism  at  this 
celebratory  and  innovative  conference. 

As  a  Black  lesbian  feminist  activist,  I  am 
used  to  participating  freely  in  discussions 
and  contributing  my  ideas  and  concerns  to 
the  process.  At  this  conference,  however  (the 
first  where  I  have  publicly  appeared  with  the 
crutches),  I  could  not  help  but  notice  how 
frequently  my  comments  were  either 
discounted  or  ignored  entirely.  I  was 
^  beginning  to  label  my  perceptions  paranoid, 
w  until  several  other  members  of  one  particular 
2  worksession,  ironically  devoted  to 
^  exploration  of  Feminist  Anti-Racist 
Organizing,  made  a  point  of  providing 
unsolicited  validation  of  my  interpretation  of 
5  events. 

w  For  me  personally,  the  most  glaring 
deficiency  in  conference  planning  and 
implementation  was  the  lack  of  physical 
access.  Cited  by  Ellen  Kuszwayo  of  South 
Africa  in  her  moving  remarks  during  the 
Sunday  morning  plenary  session  as  one  of 
the  major  omissions  of  the  conference, 
access-related  problems  were  openly 
oppressive.  The  stage  at  the  Tremont  Temple 
facility  in  Boston  provided  a  bamer  to  those 
with  mobility  limitations,  as  it  could  only  be 


reached  by  a  flight  of  approximately  eight 
steps.  During  the  Saturday  evening  program, 
several  presenters  read  from  the  foot  of  the 
steps  leading  to  the  stage  in  solidarity  with 
those  unable  to  reach  the  stage  itself.  During 
the  singing  of  “Keep  on  Walking  Forward,” 
a  gay  man  left  his  wheelchair  and  crawled 
across  the  auditorium  to  emphasize  the 
ableism  of  that  particular  choice.  The 
conference  program  was  not  translated  into 
Braille  or  put  on  tape  so  that  blind  women 
could  have  access  to  the  information. 

While  specific  volunteers  were  sensitive 


and  responsive  to  the  concerns  of  women 
with  disabilities,  some  conference  staff 
displayed  an  angry  defensiveness  when 
approached  about  inaccessibility.  A  woman 
from  western  Massachusetts  who  is  in  a 
wheelchair  was  told  that  a  staff  member 
didn’t  have  time  to  assist  her  with  parking 
(which  was  in  a  remote  location),  after  she 
had  driven  for  nearly  two  hours  in  order  to 
attend.  Another  staff  member  insisted  that  a 
blind  woman  had  been  given  correct 
information  about  her  travel  arrangements 
when,  in  fact,  she  missed  her  return  flight  to 
Los  Angeles  because  she  was  operating 
under  the  information  that  the  same  staff 
member  had  given  her  previously.  The  staff 
member  left  the  room  without  offering  to 
assist  the  blind  woman  with  making  new 
reservations.  Finding  the  accessible  entrance 
to  Kresge  Auditorium  at  MIT  on  Sunday 
took  some  persistence,  and  reaching  the  far- 
flung  worksession  locations  required  an 
elevator  access  code  that  many  participants 
with  disabilities  did  not  know. 

The  final  straw  came  in  a  worksession  on 
Sunday  to  evaluate  the  conference.  In 
response  to  the  numerous  complaints  about 
inaccessibility,  one  member  of  the 
Coordinating  Committee  said  that  if  she  had 
to  plan  the  conference  again,  she  would 
choose  the  same  sites.  I  am  fairly  forgiving 
of  unconscious  oppression,  i.e.  when 
someone  behaves  in  an  oppressive  way  out 
of  ignorance,  although  it  is  hard  for  me  to 
take  seriously  many  political  activists  who 
claim  to  be  ignorant  despite  long-term 
exposure  to  feminist  principles.  However,  I 
am  completely  intolerant  of  someone  who  is 
so  defensive  as  to  insist  that  they  would 
repeat  oppressive  behavior  after  they  have 
been  given  information  that  it  is  oppressive. 

Having  a  conference  to  honor  the  life  and 
work  of  Audre  Lorde  is  a  commendable 
achievement.  Unfortunately,  perpetuating 
patterns  of  oppression  within  our  alliances  is 
exactly  what  dooms  our  coalition  efforts.  As 
a  Black  lesbian  with  disabilities,  I  felt 
tremendous  pride  as  I  realized  that  a 
coalition  of  women  with  women  of  color 
providing  the  leadership  had  made  this 
conference  happen.  An  equally  deep  swath 
of  pain  cut  through  me  to  understand  that 
those  same  women  could  perpetuate  abelism, 
attempt  to  render  me  invisible  because  of  my 
disability,  and  in  the  same  breath  insist  on 
their  commitment  to  forging  global 
connections.  As  a  woman  humiliated  by 
having  to  sit  at  the  foot  of  the  steps  leading 
to  the  stage  and  invalidated  by  having 
grievances  ignored,  I  felt  like  Cinderella 
trapped  at  the  ball  as  her  fabulous  gown 
reverted  to  her  regular  clothes.  It  does  not 
serve  to  honor  Audre  Lorde  by  having  the 
celeconference  dishonor  a  group  that  is  so 
much  a  part  of  every  other  identity  group 
worldwide  that  was  welcomed  at  the  event  I 
am  saddened  that  this  wonderful  experience 
was  marred  by  such  intransigent  ableism. 


Morning  plenary  sessions 
and  evening  cultural  events  are 
fairly  typical  conference  fare,  but 
the  diversity  of  presenters  at  "I  Am 
Your  Sister"  was  both  unusual 
and  impressive. 


Dancing  at  the  afterparty 


JEAN  WEISINGER 


Sweet  Honey  In  The  Rock 


Saturday,  November  10  at  8pm  •  The  Opera  House 

.>39  Washington  Street,  Boston 


Tickets  $19,  $17.  $14  (plus  150  Theatre  Restoration) 

Available  ai  (he  Box  Offioe  6171 426-3301.  All  Ticketron  outlets  and  also  at  Strawberries.  Arborway  Video  (IP). 
Boston  (ampad  Disc  fttarvardSquare).  Wood  and  String  (Arlington  in  person  or  by  phone  617/  641-2131) 

Phonf<;l,arKr  800-382-8080 _ 


FERRON 

AND  HER  BAND 

Celebrating  the  release  of  her  long-awaited 
neiu  album,  "Phantom  Center” 

" Someday  they'll  be  saying  Dylan  was  the 
Ferron  of  the  '60' s  "  -  Boston  oiot>» 

with  special  guest  Judy  Small 

A  concert  to  benefit  the 
Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center 

Saturday,  November  3 
7:30  pm 

Opera  House,  Boston 


Tickets:  $15,  $17,  $19  (incl.  restoration  foe)  at  Opera  House  B.O.,  Ticketron,  Out-of-Town 
Wood  k  Strings,  Sandy's  Music,  Boston  Compact  Disc,  Arborway  Video. 

By  phone:  Teletron  (800/382-8080) 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION:  617/661-1353 


BOBBY’S  •  69  CANAL  STREET  •  BOSTON  •  (617)  248-9520 

VALIDATED  PARKING  •  GOVERNMENT  CENTER  GARAGE  •  FROM  5  PM  TO  2  M 


COMMUNITY  GUIDE 


ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

URBAN  ACUPUNCTURIST 

Samantha  Mitchell, 
licensed  acupuncturist 
82  Glenville  Ave.,  *11 
Allston,  M A  02134 
(617)  783-3965 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA02115 
(617)267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spoflord,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

BICYCLES 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 

SCHOOL 

351  Broadway 

Cambridge,  MA 

(617)  868-3392 

T,  W,  F,  Sat:  10-6,  Th:  12-8 

•Repairs  -Parts  -Work  space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 

673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

NEW  WORDS:  A  WOMEN'S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle: 
South  Africa,  Central 
America,  Gay  &  Lesbian 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M  A  021 30 
(617)522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L  HELD, 
HARMONY  HOUSTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville.  MA  02143 
(617)628-9547 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 

Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CLEANING 

SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Commercial  A  Residential 
Boston,  Suburbia  Upper  and 
Lower  Cape  Cod 
24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629 
(10  Min.  Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340  Excetent 
Rater ences  -  I  do  windowsl 

THE  CLEANING  CREW 

General  cleaning 
Odd  jobs.  References 
Bonded,  Insured 
(508)  657-4894 

COMPUTER 

SERVICES 

HOSKEN  A  ASSOCIATES 

•  Software  •  Hardware 
Networks  •  Maintenance 

•  Trouble-shooting 
(617)  445-81 X  Anytime 

ROWS  HYPERTYPER 
Creative  desktop  publishing/ 
word  processing.  Make  your 
resumes,  manuscripts  and 
Myers  shine.  (61 7)628-9096 

COUNSELING 

MIRIAM  ROSENBERG, 

M.D.,  PhD 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 
20  yrv  serving  lesbians,  gay 
men  and  their  children 
(508)  358-7512 
Close  to  Boston 


FRAMINGHAM 
COUNSELING 
COLLABORATIVE 
254A  Cochttuas  Rd.  IL  30 
F  rarrsjngham.  MA  01701 
(506)626-0133 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerard  Matson.  LCSW 
Jayna  Khrrhar.  LCSW 
(506)  475-6950 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 

1368  Beacon  St..  Suite  109 
Boston.  M  A  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

Cheryl  Procaccini.  LCSW 
44  Billings  Rd. 

N.  Quincy,  M A  02171 
(617)  706-0137 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  A 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186  1/2  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN  HARRINGTON, 

M.A.  6  Bigelow  St. 
Cambridge.  M  A  02139 
(617)491-0968 
Counseling  lor  lesbians  A  gay 
men.  Individuals  A  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 

A  feminist  psychotherapy 
collective 

240A  Elm  St.,  Davis  Sq. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

MAREA  MURRAY,  UCSW 
Kenmore  Healing  Arts 
(617)267-6525 
Recovery/ACOA,  HIV/  AIDS 
issues,  gay/lesbian  sexuality 

ROHRBAUGH  ASSOCIATES 

929  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)876-6110 
Insurance  Accepted.  Fees 
Negotiable 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)437-9643 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 

60  1/2  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)876-8438 

WOMEN'S  COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES  OF 
SUDBURY  VALLEY 
Psychotherapy  services 
(or  Metro-West  Lesbians 
(508)  443-2329 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park.  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

DR  JOHN  BARNA 

790  Boylston  St. 

Boston.  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 

M-Ed.  Anorexia,  Bulimia. 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women.  Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)492-7843 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 

12  ML  Auburn  SI. 

Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)  926-4289 

FUNCTIONS 
AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
Formal  dinners,  fundraisers, 
cocktail  parties,  business 
functions,  joinlng/unlon 
ceremonies 
(506)  689-0217 

GRAPHIC  DESIGN/ 

DESKTOP 

PUBLISHING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  DESKTOP 
PUBLISHING  SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 

call  Wayne:  (617)  353-1925 

Adrianna :  (617)  426-4469 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMNGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sa.  10-6 

UNEAR  HAIR  DESIGN 
55  Dartmouth  St..  Boston 
We  carry  the  complete  Aveda 
Aroma  Therapy  Ha*.  Skin 
care  and  Make-up  ine 
Tues.  and  SeL  9-5  Wed. -Fit. 
9-9  Wafc-ln  or  appt.  247-0202 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Hotetic  Heat*!  Referral 
Service  Psychotherapy. 
Bodywork.  Movement. 
Nutrtion  and  Spetuat 
Couneetng 

(617)  266-8122.  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HavKand  St,  Boston.  MA 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpaient  Clnic:  267-7573) 

6  93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston.  MA  (Mental  Health. 
Research.  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER  OF  PORTSMOUTH 
STD  clnic  lor  men  and 
women  Mon.  eves.:  free 
anon,  HIV  counseling  & 
testing.  (603)436-7588 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY 
SERVICE 

Ollering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for  appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 

A  gay  physician  specializing 
In  health  care  lor  the  gay  & 
lesbian  community 
142  Berkeley  St.  at  Columbus 
Ave.  (617)  247-7555 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly,  monthly 
and  special  occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L  COLONS,  CLU 
Congress  St,  PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  M A  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St 
Lawrence.  MA  01840 
(506)  683-7676 

LAWYERS 

ATTORNEY  FRANK  K 
MICKELSON 
8  Faneull  Hall 
Marketplace  5th  FI.  Loft 
Boston.  MA  (617)367-0414 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage: 

Midge  Batelle,  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  M  A  021 30 
(617)  522-0020 

THE  PRUDENTIAL 
GIBSON  REAL  ESTATE 
654  Center  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130(617)522-1115 
Trisha  Sollo,  Janet  Deegan 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  T1KVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238  Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOUTAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr,  Sunday  Worship 

7  PM.  Open  to  al.  A  church 
ol  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community.  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL'S  WESTERN 
ORTHOOOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794  Mass  every 
Sun.  530  PM  Serving  the 
Gay  t  Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  UM VERSA  UST 

Congregation  al  the  1st 
Church  ol  Roxbury 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  at 
Center.  Roxbury  &  Dudley 
Sts,  Roxbury  Crossing  T  stop 
(617)445-1277 

RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St.  in 
Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

RETAIL 

CRONES'  HARVEST 
761  Centre  St 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  021X 
(817)983-9530 
TTY-TTO  9629 
M  S  IO-7.Su.  12-6 


TAXES/ AUDITING/ 
BOOKKEEPING/ 
FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

ULUAN  GONZALEZ 

Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston.  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcrott  St 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130  (617)  524-7565 

WHOLISTIC 

HEALTH 

SERVICES 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

Acupuncture.  Chiropractic, 
Massage  &  Polarity 
338  Newbury  Street 
Boston.  MA  (617)  267-0900 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)482-2900 


WOMEN’S  NIGHT 
CLUBS 

INDIGO  -  A  Club  for  Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  M A  02139 
(617)497-7200  Th.4,  PM-2 
AM.  F  4  PM-2  AM.  Sat  9  PM- 
2  AM.  Sun.  9  PM-1  AM 
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Nancy  legally  has  two  parents 
now — Anne  and  Rebecca — 
thanks  to  the  National  Center 
for  Lesbian  Rights. 

ATTENTION  FEDERAL 
EMPLOYEES 

This  year,  for  the  first 
time,  you  can 
designate  the  National 
Center  for  Lesbian 
Rights  in  the 
Combined  Federal 
Campaign. 

Help  win  landmark 
legal  rights  for 
lesbians,  gay  men,  and 
their  families. 

National 
Center  for 
Lesbian  Rights 

CFC  #1076 

1663  Mission  St.,  5th  Floor 
S.F.,  CA  94103 


THE 

BEAN 

GOOSE 


Sunapee  Region 
New  Hampshire 
(603)  456-3144 


The  Bean  Goose  (ben  goos)  1  .a  bed  and  breakfast 
inn  offeriing  country  charm.  2.  a  vaction  or 
weekend  retreat  in  lake  and  mountain  region.  3. 
elegant  linens,  antiques  and  gourmet  breakfasts... 

MASTERCARD  &  VISA 

1 1  /2  hours  from  Boston 
Innkeepers  Jan  and  Leslie 


Womencrafts 

Across  the  street 
our  old  location. 


'Out  of  the  Alley  and  onto  the  Street" 
Our  New  Home  376  Commercial  St. 
(comer/Pearl)  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
508-487-2501 
Still  Your  One  Stop  for. 

Jewelry,  Books,  Music  &  More  ! 


FOREX- 

ceptional 

TRAVEL 

VALUES 

FOR  THE 
LOWEST 
FARES 
ANYWHERE 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


* 

Your  Relationship 
Is  In  Trouble 

when  you  wonder  if  your 
lover  is  cheating. .  .when  sex 
is  unsatisfying... when  you 
no  longer  talk  or  have  fun 
together. .  .when  the  fights 
keep  getting  worse. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


convenient  South  Shore 
location  Pembroke,  MA 

Mass  Bay 
Counseling 

THE  DELPHI  CENTER 

•  group 

•  couple 

•  individual 

Gay  Affirmative  Therapy 

Mark  Gianino,  LICSW 

(617)  826-8861 


The  Women's 
Review  of  Books 


Not  just  a  guide  to  good  read¬ 
ing — a  monitor  of  the  cur¬ 
rents  in  contemporary 
feminism... 

In-depth  discussion  and  criti¬ 
que  of  the  latest  in  writing  by 
and  about  women,  in  the  US 
and  around  the  world 

“Indispensable...”  “A  life¬ 
line...”  say  our  readers... 

Recent  and  forthcoming  re¬ 
views,  interviews  and  articles 
by  Bell  Hooks,  Sarah  Schul- 
man,  Louise  Armstrong,  Jan 
Clausen,  Helen  Yglesias, 
Aurora  Levins  Morales, 
Valerie  Miner,  Gerda  Lemer, 
NeUie  Wong,  Margaret  Ran¬ 
dall,  Beverly  Guy-Sheftall 
and  many  others... 

Individual  subscriptions 
$  16/year:  send  your  check, 
money  order,  Mastercard  or 
VISA  order  to 

The  Women ’s  Review 
of  Books 

Wellesley  College  Center  for 
Research  on  Women 
Wellesley,  MA  02181 
617-431-1453 


Gay  and  Lesbian 

HepOne 

617-267-9001  tty/voice 


VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  practice  since  1975 

General  Practice 

•  Family  Law 
•  Real  Estate  Transfers 
•  Consumer/Small  Business 


Employment 

•  Discrimination 

•  Unemployment 

•  Worker’s  Comp 


52  Western  Avenue 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-7099 


DIXIE  KITCHEN 

182  Mass.  Ave.  •  5,36-3068 


Queers 

Continued  from  page  7 

he  told  GCN.  “It  got  crowded  around  12:30, 
but  normally  you  can’t  get  in  [at  that  time].” 

Two  men  were  arrested  outside  of  the 
club,  apparently  for  heckling  and  threatening 
the  demonstrators.  No  one  was  injured  in 
the  incident. 

According  to  McSorlee,  a  group  of  Queer 
Nation  representatives  will  be  meeting  with 
lawyers  Oct.  26  to  discuss  taking  legal  action 
against  the  club.  McSorlee  said  that  although 
she  does  not  know  what  legal  approach 
Queer  Nation  will  take,  a  detective  assigned 
to  the  case  “will  be  going  before  the 
licensing  board  with  his  investigation." 

Vermont 

Continued  from  page  3 

“astonished”  by  the  vehemence  of  the 
homophobic  slurs  hurled  at  activists.  “It  can 
be  very  tense  and  dangerous,"  Blackmer 
said. 

‘A  shot  in  the  arm’ 

Frank  Smithson,  a  member  of  ACT 
UP/New  York  who  helped  organize  the 
Barre  demonstration,  said  he  thought  the 
action  was  just  what  Vermont  activists 
needed  to  get  the  ball  rolling  in  their  home 
state.  “It  was  very  exciting  for  them,”  said 
Smithson,  adding  that  he  thought  the  anti- 
Philip  Morris  demo  “worked  brilliantly.” 

Following  their  picket  outside  the 
auditorium,  Smithson  said,  activists  stepped 
inside,  easily  getting  their  air  horns  through 
the  metal  detectors.  After  listening  to  the 
Philip  Morris  vice-president,  Guy  L.  Smith, 
for  a  few  minutes,  activists  began  shouting 
questions  from  the  floor  and  demanded  that 
Smith  explain  the  connection  between 
Miller/Marlboro  and  Helms.  “I  was 
screaming  at  the  top  of  my  lungs,”  said 
Smithson. 

Once  activists  started  up  their  horns,  he 
continued,  “every  camera  turned  on  us  and 
they  had  their  whole  five  minutes  of  us 
screaming,  ‘Philip  Morris  supports  the 
Senator  of  Death  in  North  Carolina!”’  For 
the  rest  of  the  presentation,  he  said,  “Guy 
Smith  stared  at  die  floor.” 

‘Clear  on  the  connection’ 

Blackmer  said  he  was  pleased  with  how 
the  local  media  dealt  with  the  protest, 
remarking  that  he  was  particularly  happy  that 
newspaper  and  television  reporters  seemed 
to  understand  the  issues  involved.  “They 
were  very  clear  to  say  we  were  protesting  the 
Jesse  Helms  connection  to  Philip  Morns,  not 
the  Bill  of  Rights.”  Furthermore,  said 
Blackmer,  “it  was  very  clear  who  we  were” 
because  the  activists  had  picketed  and 
leafleted  outside  before  actually  disrupting 
Smith’s  speech. 

Although  Blackmer  said  it  was  not  yet 
clear  what  ACT  UP/Vermont  would  be 
planning  next,  he  commented  that  he  hoped 
the  chapter  would  be  prepared  to  confront 
the  AIDS  epidemic  as  its  impact  is 
increasingly  felt  by  people  in  rural  areas.  At 
that  point,  said  Blackmer,  direct  action  will 
be  an  even  more  urgent  priority  for  Vermont 
activists.  “We’re  getting  ready  for  a  time 
when  it’s  really  necessary,”  he  said. 

—filed  from  Boston 


We  need  someone  or  someones  to 
file  photographs.  For  more  info 

426-4469 
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Make  the  right  selection  —  Gay  Selections  —  and  meet  the  men  you  want  to  meet  from  the 
New  England  area.  Simply  listen  to  “voice  personal”  messages  from  others  who  share 
your  interests,  and  respond  with  a  message  of  your  own.  The  easy  way  to  meet  the  right  one. 

GAY 

SELECTIONS’ 


Only  $1.00  per  minute. 

Must  be  18  years  or  older.  ©  Jartel,  Inc.,  1990 


TRY  OUR  DEMO  #:  617-262-7272 


■  sTOflhx:?  •  nrTvT^«Iu^JCHW«£C<ToivouRlvts*  or  mastercard 
je:«ClREAl^OPLE|.Tr>^vtliie{Bl'V4--nl^s-tMfMcfGW0Up.  v.reiCElSJBJECr  TO  change  without  notice 


Reach 

out... 
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DIAL  NOW  GUYS  ARE  WAITING! 


TEA  DANCE 
5  PM  TO  9  PM 
WITH  D.J.  SAM  SAMPSON 
AND  THE  SOUNDS  OF  THE 
70S 

BOBBY’S  •  69  CANAL  STREET  •  BOSTON  •  (617)  248-9520 

VALIDATED  PARKING  •  GOVERNMENT  CENTER  GARAGE  •  FROM  5  PM  TO  2  AM 


Dykes  to  watch  out  for 


aa 


♦X^PTER  THE 
last  *£\*LEiy 
depart,  ook 

KEWIYwEDS 

unplug -the  p*we_ 
/Wd  Retire  to 

THEIR 

MflRWo>tol  FUTo/i / 
IN  SEARCH  Of 
NEW  HEI6HTC 
IW 

CONTOEAL 

RAmRE 


J/Ui  WHILE... 

INSPIRED  6v 
qRRice  ATWI'J 
toAAWTIC  VOW 
Of  OawmtafnT, 
/no  Jt  HARRIET 
ARE  DfTERAWED  Tb 
FAN  the 
FAITEWN6 
flames 

OF  THEIR.  OWN 
LA?CU)JT£R 
UW£  LIFE/ 


« 


y£AH,wbW.AURA5 
A  AND  PSXHIC 
I  VISIOWJ  AND 
/  SinJLTAHEoO; 

OfOAyM..  WE 
SHOULD  6ET  MARRIED 

^EVWY  WEEK. 


*W8£  Xsd 
SHOULD  GO 
HOME.  , 


THAT  kMS  UNBELIEVABLE! 
/  FELT  LIKE  I  WAJ  Iv 
ATRANCE.ITW'AJ 
JO  /WTENSE.  _ 


Indigo  •  The  Place  To  Go 

Express  Yourself  Women’ s  Talent  Showcase 


Special  18+  Show 

Don’t  miss  10  of  New  England's  Fastest  Rising  Stars 
Wednesday  •  Oct.  31  •  7:30  pm 

An  Evening  With  The  Flirtations 

By  popular  demand!  Openly  gay,  politically  active, 
acapella  singing  quartet  from  N.  Y. 

Tues.  November  13  •  10  PM 
(pre-show  reception,  meet  &  mingle  8-10  pm) 

Tix  now  on  sale . 


the  Club  Fob  women 


Thurs  4PM-2AM,  Fri  4PM-2AM.  Sat  9  PM  -  2  AM .  Sun  9PM-1AM 
823  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  6  1  7-497-7200 


CLEAR  THE  PEEKS' 
no' 5  HAVING- 

FEEL 

INC), 

©ISBO  Rr  AUSonI  RECHOEL 
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Gay  “Talking  Personals"  for  Dates  and  Friends 
Fun  and  Easy,  with  Voicemail  for  privacy 


$1.45/min.  Gay  owned  and  operated 
More  info:  (305)  565-4455,  Ext.  3626 


UNNEGTIONS 


1-900-646-4646 


HOT 

TALKING 

PERSONALS! 


CALL  NOW! 


You  Get  Much  More 
For  Your  Money  From 

MATCH  (3  MATE 


For  that  meaningful 


Relationship 


Hottest 


i/vnere 


•  Match-Mate  s  Super  Computer  has  capa-  •  Conference  Calls  with  up  to  8  guvs 

citv  for  J  000  Mailboxes  Each  Maiioox  has  *  Manscan  with  1  on  1  rematch  feature 

staying  power  of  at  least  14  days 


voice  Mail  Box 
1-900-820-8017 

0  75  cts  per  mm  SI  SO  first  mm 


Live  Action 
1-900-999-MANN 

0  95  cts.  per  min.  6  2  6  6 

Call  Free  (213)  617-0753 


Callers  Must  Be  18  years  or  Older 
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Someone  wants 
to  meet  you 


*  Match-Mate  s  Super  computer  record- Your  private  voice  Mailbox 
has  capacity  for  3,000  Mail¬ 
boxes.  Each  Mailbox  has  staying  Retrieve- Messages  other  callers 
power  of  at  least  14  days.  have  left  in  your  Mailbox 


Privacy  and  Confidentiality  is 
Guaranteed. 


H£4ff-Messages  other  callers  have 
left  on  our  Message  Center. 


1-900-820-8025 


Caller  must  be  18  years  or  older 


0.75  cts.  per  min.  Si. 50  first  min 


CLASSIFIEDS 

Personals 

Announcements 

Help  Wanted 

Real  Estate 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN 
Box#,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes 
only,  not  to  P.O.  Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addressed  to 
Boxes  for  weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


You  can't  say,  Tve  never  put  in  a  personal  and 
ordinarily  I  wouldn't"  because  everyone  says  that 
now  -  and  it  doesn't  mean  anything.  But  -  it's  true.  I 
have  never  done  this.  1  am  GWF.  (Why  do  people 
write  LF  -  is  there  some  other  kind  of  lesbian?),  26. 
Recently  moved  to  Boston.  I  am  an  independent 
filmmaker,  not  working  on  a  film  right  now. 
Actually,  I  can't  bear  to  leave  the  thrill  of 
unemployment.  Sincerely  looking  for  someone  24+, 
Race  is  unimportant.  If  you  love:  Sandra  Bernhard, 

John  Waters  (before  Cry  Baby),  most  music . You 

are  sincere  and  absolutely,  positively  have  a  sense  of 
humor.  I  would  like  to  go  out  for  a  drink.  Write  to  me 
GCN  Box  GER.  (16) 

WILL  THE  OWNER  OF  THIS  BOX  PLEASE 
CONTACT  BOB  AT  GCN! 


KEEP  IT  COMING 

Looking  for  some  hot,  hard  and  hunky  fun  or  a  lusty 
lost  weekend  at  the  beach?  Realize  your  fantasies  - 
and  more  -  by  placing  a  personal  ad  in  GCN.  GCN 
personals  are  fast,  private  and  effective  way  to  meet 
people  who  share  your  taste  for  adventure  and 
understand  that  a  little  imagination  goes  a  long  way. 


ROMANCING  ALONE? 

Try  the  friendly  alternative  —  JUST  WOMEN  —  Call 
Pat  or  Chris  at  (617)  849-9999.  Serving  New 
England's  Womens  community.  Relationships  for 
women! 


RHODE  ISLAND  AND  NEARBY 

Thirty-something  lesbian,  still  a  hippie  at  heart, 
heavy  —  searching  for  the  right  diet  I  like  k.d.  lang, 
cool  nights  and  political  incorrectitude.  If  you  can 
appreciate  this  and  are  proud  of  yourself,  please 
write  P.O.  Box  40203,  Providence,  R.I.  02940  (16) 


Exceptional  Male  nude  photos  of  HUNKY,  HORNY, 
WELL  CONSTRUCTED  Canadian  guys.  Sample  & 
price  list  P.O.  Box  2075,  Kingston,  Ont.  K7L  5J8. 

(16) 


HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  BARB 

Connie  is  all  booked  up  but  I’ll  be  there  to  deliver 
birthday  kisses  all  over  you,  my  sweet. 
Nondimenticar....my  darlin.  Love,  Your  Brooklyn 
Date.  (16) 


YOU  WANT  IT  —  NOW  YOU  GOT  IT! 

Better  than  a  Dating  Service  but  less  "Bullshit"  than 
phone  lines,  REAL  MEN  CLUB,  for  a  lover,  new 
friend,  or  group  fun.  (617)  848-0027.  (18) 


BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  ongoing  support  group  for  women  currently  or 
formerly  experiencing  physical,  emotional,  or  sexual 
abuse  by  a  woman  partner.  For  info  and  support  call 
HAWC,  (508)  744-6841  (voice  24  hours,  TTY  9-5) 

(33) 


LESBIAN  VOLLEYBALL 

Team  seeks  players  who  are  USUBA  B-  or  better. 
Call  Sara  617-332-2548.  (18) 


MASSAGE  INTERNATIONAL 

International  Weekend  for  GAY  MALE  beginners: 
Amsterdam,  Easter  1991.  A  sublime  enhancement  to 
your  vacation  in  Europe.  Information:  Thomas,  P.O. 
Box  1447,  1000BK,  Amsterdam,  Holland.  (16) 


Services 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  community  since  1974  •  Insurance  accepted 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  'Sports  Medicine  •Diagnosis  and 
treatment  ot  disease  'Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Facing  Death 

Caring,  compassionate,  experienced  therapist  (52)  offers  heartfelt 
guidance  for  people  with  AIDS  and  other  life-threatening  illnesses 
who  have  fear  of  facing  death.  I  also  specialize  in  helping  family 
members  heal  their  relationships  and  make  peace.  Seas  ices  in  my 
Cambridge  office  or,  if  necessary,  in  your  home.  Mordechai 
Kramer,  (617)  932^5518.  (18) 


HALLOWEEN  SPECIAL 

Women's  high  heel  shoes,  flats,  and  dyeables  — 
large  sizes,  courteous  service,  reasonable  prices  — 
rack  store.  TEDDY  SHOES,  548  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  (617)  547-0443.  (16) 


LESBIAN  SURVIVOR  GROUP 

12  week  group  for  lesbian  survivors  of  child  sexual 
abuse  is  forming.  Sliding  fee  scale.  Jayne  Habe  (617) 
643-5233.  (19) 


COME  STUFF  THE  PAPER 
FRIDAY  NIGHT  AT  GCN 
CALL  426-4469  FOR  DETAILS 


r  WcOHH"uNiri  NEWS  CUSflREDS  n 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


] 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room'  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  o(  paper  at  a  cost  of  25f  per  word  (35«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25« 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35C  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x. 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21 -30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  . 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $  _ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $_ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $  _ 

US:  $33 .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St 
Boston,  MA  02116 


Name  _ 
Address . 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


SEE  PAGE  4  FOR 

JOB  OPENINGS  AT  GCN 

We  have  openings  for  our  Display  Advertising 
Coordinator  position  and  our  Word  Processing  / 
Classifieds  Coordinator  position  (20) 


HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT 

Assistant  program  manager  for  multi-family 
affordable  housing  programs.  Experience  preferred. 
College  grad.  Cover  letter  and  resume  to  Boston 
Housing  Partnership,  P.O.  Box  90  Boston,  MA 
02112-0090.  NO  CALLS.  Equal  opportunity 
employer.  Minorities  and  disabled  encouraged  to 
apply.  Friendly,  downtown,  non-smoking  office.  (16) 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Progressive,  multi-issue  Jewish  organization. 
Familiarity  with  American  Jewish  community, 
program  development,  administration,  membership 
services,  fundraising  skills  desirable.  Resume,  cover 
letter  to:  Search  Committee,  New  Jewish  Agenda,  64 
Fulton  St.,  #1100,  New  York  City,  NY  10038.  (16) 


EXP.  DIRECTOR  SOUGHT 

Progressive  multicultural  day  care  center  seeks 
experienced  director.  Competitive  salary,  excellent 
benefits.  Send  resume  to:  Children's  Coop,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Cambridge,  MA  02138  by  10/26/90. 
06) _ 

Board  Development  and 
Outreach  Coordinator 

Progressive  New  England  foundation 
seeks  staff  person  responsible  for 
development  and  coordination  of  9 
regional  funding  boards;  planning  and 
implementation  of  outreach  strategies  to 
commuinity  organizations,  other  funders 
and  the  public;  organizing  annual 
meetings.  Qualifications;  Organizing 
experience.  Strong  verbal,  writing  and 
organizational  skills.  Shares  foundation’s 
politics.  Able  to  travel. 

Salary:  $23,000  +  excellent  benefits. 
Send  resume  and  cover  letter  to  Search 
Committee,  Haymarket  People's  Fund, 
42  Seaverns  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02130. 
Sarah  Flint-Elsey.  617-522-7676. 

Deadline:  November  9, 1990. 

Persons  of  color  and  other  minorities  are  stongly 
encouraged  to  apply 


ATTORNEY  INSTRUCTOR/SUPERVISOR  FOR 
DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE  CLINIC 

Nostheastem  University  School  of  Law  seeks  an 
instructor-supervisor  for  its  domestic  violence  clinic, 
located  at  the  Legal  Services  Center  in  Jamaica 
Plain.  Part  lime  position:  20  hrs  week,  March  1  -  July 
31. 

Admission  to  a  state  bar  required.  Previous 
experience  and  knowledge  of  Spanish  preferred. 
Send  resumes  by  Nov.  15  to  Clare  Dalton, 
Northeastern  University  Law  School,  400 
Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02115. 

Equal  opportunity/affirmative  action  employer. 
Women  of  color  particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 

(16) 


HETRICK-MARTIN  INSTITUTE 
STREET  OUTREACH  DIRECTOR 

Program  providing  service,  education  to  homeless 
gay  and  lesbian  adolescents.  Qualifications:  five 
years  working  with  youth,  preferably  with 
homeless/street  populations;  supervisory  and  admin, 
exp.;  excellent  oral/written  skills;  MA/MSW 
preferred.  Resumes  to:  HMI,  Dept  OD,  401  West 
Street,  NY,  NY  10014.  EOE 
(16) 


DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  FOR  PROGRAMS 
THE  HETRICK-MARTIN  INSTITUTE 

Agency  serving  lesbian  &  gay  youth  Deputy  Director 
to  oversee  its  Education  and  Service  Programs. 
Qualifications:  MA/MSW  five  years  supervisory 
experience;  excellent  oral/written  skills;  work 
w/adolescents.  People  of  color  encouraged  to  apply. 
SEND  RESUME  TO:  HMI,  Dept.  DD,  401  West 
Street,  New  York,  NY  10014. 

(16) 


GCN  Specials 


The  SNOWFLAKES  are  coming!!!  And  with  them 
comes  cold  temps.  If  you  have  access  to  space 
heaters  and  would  like  to  donate  them  to  GCN,  we 
could  use  them  to  keep  us  HOT  over  the  long  winter 
haul!  Give  us  a  call  at  426-4469  and  ask  for  Mike. 


GCN'S 

FAX# 

(617)426-2723 


ROSLINDALE,  Lg.  Viet,  in  superb  cond.,  conv., 
loc.,  2  baths,  4+  BR.  Low  $200's.  Call  owner  (617) 
325-8165.  (18) 


MARBLEHEAD 

For  Sale  by  owner.  Boyhood  home  of  famous 
mystery  writer  —  Beautifully  appointed  center 
entrance  colonial,  fireplace,  hardwood  floors 
throughout.  3  bedrooms,  1  &  1/2  baths,  garage, 
fabulous  condition.  $188,000.  Call  (617)  639-1714. 
(17) 


For  Sale 


Raleigh  '88  12  spd.  only  2  yrs.  old  and  in  excellent 
cond.  Hardly  used.  Off-road  flex  stem,  suntour  gears, 
metal  flake  grey/silver  color.  $230  FIRM.  Call 
Michael  at  265-6399.  (17) 


Roommate  Wanted 


Ecofeminist  co-op  with  passion  for  popcorn, 
recycling,  shared  meals  seeks  L/BiF.  $330+.  Near 
Davis  Square.  Available  now.  Call  628-0878  or  623- 
0703.  No  pets,  drugs,  smoke.  Min.  alcohol.  (16) 


WATERTOWN  SQUARE 

2  lesbians  &  cat  seek  3rd  for  large  3  floor  apLOff 
street  parking.  Alcohol  &  chem  free.  Steps  to  buses, 
10  min  to  Harvard  Sq.  Avail,  now.  385+.  923-4370. 

(16) 


WORCESTER 

LF  &  2  cats  seeks  LF  for  large  sunny  apt.  Wrap¬ 
around  porch,  garden,  off-street  parking,  w/d.  $285 
plus  util.  No  smoking.  Avail  immed.  (508)  753-9066. 

(16) 


2  L's  in  independent,  but  friendly  JP  house  seek  2 
more  .  No  smoking.  $239.50  and  $265.00  per  mo. 
Close  to  orange  and  green  lines.  Available  9/land 
9/15.  Please  call  983-0599.  (20) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

3  LFs  seek  4th  for  our  coop,  political,  cozy  and 
goofy  home.  Near  orange  and  green  lines.  $225+  for 
Nov.  1st.  Call  522-9351  (16) 

Somerville,  Davis  Sq.:  3F  seek  IF,  lesbian/straight 
house,  big  rooms,  porches,  washer/dryer,  near  T. 
$355,  available  12/1.  Call  776-5431.  (16) 


Housemate  needed.  Beautiful  farmhouse  in  Medford 
near  Tufts,  T.  3F  loosely  knit  seek  4th.  Pkng,  porch, 
wood  fllors,  skylights,  $287/mo.  Avail.  11/1. Cali 
Anna  396-5242.  (17) 


House  of  Feminists  Anarchists  seek  one  female 
roommate  for  Nov.  1st.  Allston  area.  Cheap  rent. 
Enjoy  alternative  lifestyle?  Artist?  This  is  the  place! 
20-26  age  bracket.  Parking  available  off-street,  close 
to  Green  line,  Harvard  Ave.,  Harvard  Square.  Call 
782-1798.  Karen.  (17) 


Four  GM  (28  to  40)  seek  fifth  for  huge  apartment 
near  Forest  Hills  T  station  in  JP.  Downtown  is  15 
minutes  via  the  T.  House  structure  is  independent  but 
friendly.  W/D,  porches,  and  storage.  Available  10/15, 
$240+.  Call  524-8682  or  482-2440.  (17) 


$OMERVILLE 

LF  seeks  2L/BiF  for  great  3  BR  in  Winter  Hill. 
Large,  sunny  spaces,  porches,  parking.  Friendly 
independent  living,  drug/smoke  free,  humor- 
addicted,  petless  now  but  cat  welcome.  $300+, 
available  12/1.  Call  623-5535. 

(17) 


B05TON  ART. 

One  BR  in  3  BR  apt.,  W/D,  LR,  D/W,  sunny,  nice 
view.  On  bus  rtes.  Near  Boston  City  Hospital.  $300+ 
elec.  Call  Jennifer  427-6512.  (17) 


TEELE  SQUARE 

LF  seeks  L  for  sunny,  spacious  5  rm.  apartment. 
Porches,  close  to  Davis  Sq.  T.  No  smoke,  pets,  drugs. 
$275/mo.  plus  sec.  Call  628-3216.  (17) 


EAST  ARLINGTON 

2  LFs  and  dog  seek  considerate  friendly  LF  to  share 
spacious  apt.  in  quiet  neighborhood.  W/D,  porches, 
fireplace.  Near  busline  to  Harvard  Square  and 
Alewife.  No  smokers.  No  move  pets.  Rent  $300+ 
available  now.  Call  648-4107.  (17) 


SOMERVILLE/DAVIS  SQUARE 

F26+  for  2  BDRM  near  T/Bus.  Spacious,  warm,  safe. 
Available  now.  $350+.  Sorry,  no  pets,  smoke,  drugs. 
Will  consider  non-perm  rental.  Call  before  10pm. 
623-7415.  (17) 


NEWTONYILLE 

2  friendly  LFs  seek  friendly  responsible  LF  for 
spacious  house,  yard,  fireplace.  Room  with  half  bath. 
No  drugs,  alcohol,  smokers.  $350  plus.  965-0648. 

(16) 


$333+/MO. 

2  LF  and  cat  seek  LF/GM  housemate.  2  blocks  to  T, 
free  parking,  DW,  HDWD  floors,  chem-free.  Safe, 
quiet  neighborhood  in  JP.  Call  983-5264.  ( 1 6) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN 

Healthy  GM,  37,  PWA,  sober  alcoholic  seeks 
roommate  for  spacious  6  rm.  apt.  in  very  beautiful 
neighborhood.  Must  be  sober,  non-smoker. 
$425/mo.  incl.  heat.  Call  David  at  524-6050.  (16) 


Two  LF's  seek  one  more  to 
share  large  and  sunny  3 
bedroom  apt.  outside  of 
Inman  Sq.  Rent  is  $238  per 
month  (heat  and  water 
included).  Call  623-3414. 
Please  leave  message. 


L. 


J 
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CLASSIFIEDS 

Roommate  Wante 


a 


TRY  GCN'S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE  AD 


ALL  ROOMMATE  AND  HOUSEMATE 
ADS  THAT  ARE  PREPAID  FOR 
TWO  WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A  ROOMMATE 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed. 

You  must  call  in  every  additional  week 
you  want  the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  for 
renewals  will  be  accepted  all  day  Mondays 
and  Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469 

A  VERY  SPECIAL  PUCE 

MELROSE:  Handsome  mahogany  furnished  room  in 
large,  updated,  fine  Victorian  home.  Central  air, 
washer/dryer,  offstrect  parking,  cable,  deck,  gardens, 
and  many  extras.  Enjoy  the  quiet,  security, 
spaciousness  of  the  suburbs  while  only  17  minutes  to 
downtown  Boston  from  convenient  T  stop. 
Nonsmoking  malesa.  $395  incl.  utilities.  665-6082 
(16) 


SUNNY  VICTORIAN  -  BRIGHTON 

Own  room  in  pleasant  home  with  lesbian  prof, 
couple  and  2  year  old  son.  Near  T,  washer/dryer, 
other  amenities.  $375  month  incl.  untilities  or 
exchange  housework  and  childcare  work  for  rent 
Call  254-5929.  (16) 


JAMAICA  PLAIN  NEAR  ARBORETUM 

Lesbian  and  cat  seek  moderately  neat  and  quiet 
professional  lesbian  for  2BR  apartment  with  study. 
$397.50  includes  heat.  522-6012  evenings.  No 
machine;  please  keep  trying.  (16) 

_ ARE  YOU 

LOOKING? 

We  have  an  opening  for  a  third  roomate  to  share  rent 
and  expenses.  We  are  located  in  Dorchester,  on  the 
Red  line.  Safe  neighborhood,  and  on  street  parking. 
Call  288-4468  or  426-4469  (ask  for  Frank).  Rent  is 
$400  per  month  plus  util,  and  phone.  Short-term  ok! 

(16) 


LF  with  2  cats  seek  LF  for  temp  or  p-time  roomie  in 
J.P.  chem,  smoke  free.  Close  to  T,  rent  negot. 
175/250  plus.  522-2332.  (16) 


Apartments 


WEST  SOMERVILLE  /  2  MIN  TO  REDLINE 

One  bedroom,  four  room  apt.,  hardwood  floors, 
newly  decorated  first  floor  room  for  small  garden. 
New  gas  heat,  yard,  porches,  sunny,  quaint,  non- 
smoker,  no  pets.  $650.  Lease  days.  648-3000, 
evenings  625-8274.  (17) 


SOMERVILLE 

Studio  apt.  $575  /  3  Rm  apt.  $600  heated  /  4  Rm  apt. 
$650  /  6  Rm  apt.  $850  near  the  T.  Call  776-0662. 
Owner.  (17) 


Lux.  renovated  1-1/2  bedroom(den)  windows  4 
sides.  Huge  Lr/Dr  with  glazed  walls.  Huge  kitchen, 
W/D  hook-ups,  large  deck,  off-street  pkg.,  2  min  to 
T.  Dorchester  $650/mo.  +,  282-3 146  (17) 


D.C.  BOUND? 

Capital  Hill  apartment  available  on  monthly  basis. 
Fully  furnished,  private  entrance,  near  subway.  $500 
includes  utilities.  Call  (202)  543-5079.  (17) 


South  Boston,  two  large  2  bedroom  apts.,  carpeted, 
deck,  1  block  from  Andrew  Sq.  Red  line,  $650+ 
utilities,  no  fee.  Steve  924-4248.  (17) 


DORCHESTER 

Spacious  3  bedrooms,  2  baths,  hardwood  floors, 
yard,  convenient  to  Ashmont  station.  $650/mo. 
(508)429-8775.  (16) 


BY  THE  SEA 

North  Weymouth,  large  2  bedroom  in  antique  house. 
Beautiful  yard,  near  beach.  $725/mo.  Convenient  to 
bus,  to  T,  and  commuter  boat.  $725/mo.  508-429- 
8775.  (16) 


Dorchester  Ashmont  Hill.  7  rms.,  3  BD,  possibly  4  , 
off-street  parking.  Bus  line,  quiet  neighborhood. 
$750  plus  util.  Avail.  Nov.  1.  848-0556.  Also  4 
RM./1  BD.  $650.  Call  848-0556.  (16) 


GARDNER  SEEKS  HOME  METRO  AREA 


GM  with  son  (alternate  weekends)  will  install  and 
maintain  gardens  and  maintain  grounds  in  exchange 
for  part  of  rent  in  2-bedroom  apL  Reclamation  a 
specially.  References  available.  Bob  (617)641- 
1504.(16) 


Publications 


BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now 
available.  This  bi/amual  magazine  from  the  National 
Coalition  for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains 
essays,  reviews,  poetry,  news  and  announcements 
concerning  the  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy  $6  plus  S I  postage.  1  year  subscription 
(2  issues)  $10  to  BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641 
West  Seven  Mile,  Detroit,  Ml  48219.(ex) 


GAYELLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups.  Oars.  Paths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc  .  etc. .  etc  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  S10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas  N  &  S 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
Mississippi.  Missouri.  New  Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S4.50;  Connecticut  Oelaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland.  Massachusetts. 
New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont.  W  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  lirst  class 
mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  tor  further  information,  send 
stamped,  sell-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  lor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Oay  Books.  598  Yonge  St..  Toronto.  Ontario 
MAY  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


Do  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do 
you  want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for 
and  about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds 
only)  U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and 
Institutions  $25.  Sliding  scale  available.  Sample 
copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St.  33,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94110. 


1990-91  DIRECTORY  OF  ALTERNATIVE  AND 
RADICAL  PUBLICATIONS 

Over  350  periodicals  listed  $3.00.  Write:  Alternative 
Press  Center,  P.O.  Box  33109,  Dept.  D,  Baltimore, 
MD  21218.  (5) 


LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of 
commentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by 
and  for  women  who  agree  to  disag ree-who  are  still 
political,  but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample 
$1.50sub.  $6  more  if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No. 
236G,SF,CA  94114.  (18.35) 


BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for 
one  year's  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O. 
Box  110,  Cambridge,  MA  02139.(16.33) 


With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative 
American  journalism.  We've  built  our  reputation  on 
addressing  the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores, 
and  that's  why  our  unique  point-of-view  has  been 
trusted  by  thousands  of  readers  for  over  a  decade. 
Why  not  see  for  yourself?  You  may  order  a 
subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715  (in  Illinois  call 
800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE  TIMES, 
1912  Debs  Ave.,  Ml  Morris,  IL  61054.(17.36) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation's  oldest 
women's  newsjoumal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  -  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/11  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage. 
2423  18th  St  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009(ex) 


WOMEN  OF  POWER:  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,"  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $26  for  4  issues, 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625- 
7885.(ex) 


BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing 
Committee,  Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the 
Philippine  Revolution  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The 
Post-Feminist  Mystique  speech  by  PISD  (People 
with  Immune  System  Disorders);  Crack  and  Black 
Youth.  $3  including  postage.  John  Brown  Book 
Club,  POB  1422,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 


ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is 
49  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely 
sexual  advice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly, 
national,  unique  and  provocative.  S28/year  sub/$6 
single  issue.  ON  OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114  (ex) 

WOMEN'S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since 
1983.  Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and 
abroad.  Subscriptions:  S15/U.S.,  $18/Canada, 
$25/inslitutions.  Free  sample  on  request.  THE 
WOMEN’S  REVIEW,  Wellesley  Women's  Research 
Center,  Wellesley,  MA  021 81. (ex) 


Vacations 


A  GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

With  19  charming  rooms,  100  scenic  mountain  acres, 
healed  pool,  hot  tub,  miles  of  walking  trails,  yummy 
breakfasts,  peace  and  privacy.  We're  your  perfect 
vacation  choice!  All  summer  sports  and  spectacular 
fall  colors  loo!  The  HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  118G, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574,  (603)  869-3978.  Grace  and 
Judi,  Innkeepers.  (27) 


WATERSH1P  INN 

Rustic  cozy  inn  one  half  block  from  Province  town 
harbor,  free  continental  breakfast,  parking,  most 
rooms  w/private  bath  "OPEN  YEAR  ROUND."  7 
Winthrop  Streetm  Provincetown,  MA  02657.  (508) 
487-0094.  (EOW) 


Organizations 


BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY 
AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call  1- 
800-42-BAGLY  for  info.(15.32) 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O. 
Box  1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174.(15.48) 


BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976 
or  write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  Sl  SF,  CA, 
94114.(16.1) 


MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  174,  New  York, 
NY  10018(7) 


Movers 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  with  professionalism 
and  respect  Very  careful  furniture  movers.  Piano 
and  hoisting  specialists.  Any  time  of  the  day,  any 
day  of  the  year.  No  overtime  charges,  354-2184, 
MDPU#  23733 


APPLETON  MOVING  CO..  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.)  MADPU#  325522. 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small.  Very  careful  movers 
641-1234. 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and 
used  boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck 
and  equipment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck. 
522-0826. 


ALL  AMERICAN  A  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings 
handled  with  lqving  care  and  understanding. 
Discount  322-7343,  242-0772. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


[TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 

•  WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE.] 

ilpxanripr.  Ki  rkman.  Prison  Memoirs  of  on  An 


Virgo,  love  activities  like  swimming,  dance, 
volleyball,  running,  also  love  the  hell  out  of 
sex.  Kimberly  HOLLOWAY,  A657518,  PO 
Box  8540  --  345,  Pembroke  Pines  FL 
:  33024. _ 

Sincere,  sexy  Black  female  looking  for 
dominant  female.  I  enjoy  swimming, 
playing  shuttleball,  partying  and  spending 
time  with  someone  special.  Sharon 
ZEIGLER,  735091,  POBox  8540  -565, 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. _ 


‘Coming  out* 
(resources  for 
prisoners 

Gay  and  lesbian  prisoners,  who  are  inside 
|  for  reasons  arising  mainly  out  of  poverty 
land  racial  discrimination,  are  treated  with 
I  much  more  contempt  than  those  of  us  out 
1  here  in  ‘minimum  security’ .  This  is  true  both 
inside  (fewer  jobs  for  gays,  especially  now 
with  AIDS,  less  physical  safety  &  more 
parole  requirements)  and  coming  out  (many 
|  halfway  houses  won’t  accept  gays). 

Help  GCN  support  these  people’s  ‘com 
|  ing  out’  (as  basically  all  of  them  do!)  by  sen¬ 


ile  in  here,  from  the  inmates  to 
;uards  don't  understand  eays.  I  just 
need  someone  to  write  me  that  I  can  talk  to 
and  be  friends  with.  I  have  gotten  my  GED 
since  I've  been  here  and  I  will  answer 
anyone  who  cares  to  write.  Thank  you  for 
your  help.  Jewels  GILL,  96050,  Box  128, 
6-C-9,  Box  128,  Eddyvillc  KY  42038. _ 

Sensual,  so-so  sexy  GM,  29,  very  lonely, 
wishes  to  correspond  with  someone.  Don't 
want  your  money,  just  friendship.  Photo 
gets  photo.  David  JOHNSON,  CC-073738, 
Box  1500  MB-29,  Cross  City  FL  32628_ 

I  would  like  very  much  to  meet  a  true 
friend  with  whom  I  might  build  a  lasting 
friendship.  I  am  42,  with  brown  curly  hair, 
weigh  1 60  and  have  many  outdoor  hobbies.  | 
I'm  a  musician  who  both  plays  and  writes  I 
music.  Please  consider  friendship.  Russ  I 
McKINNON,  Star  Rt  Box  22-B,  Tucker 


ding  us  up-to-date  tips  on  AIDS  Service  ^ 

Groups  with  prisoner  education/support 
teams,  job  &  training  opportunities,  low. 
cost  temporary  housing,  and  any  other  info 
that  could  be  useful  to  someone  coming  out 
with  the  stigma  “ex-con.”  (Imagine  for  a 
moment  trying  to  set  yourself  up  in  a  new 
town  with  little  or  no  $$  and  just  out  of  the 
joint.)  Better  yet,  let  us  hear  that  we  car 
refer  people  in  your  area  to  you  for  such  info! 

Most  gay/lesbian  newspapers  don’t  even 
respond  with  a  polite  “Sorry...”  to 
prisoners  who  ask  for  penpal  ads  or  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  in  letters.  How  about 

writing  your  local  rag  about  this.  If  they! _ 

|  want  to  hear  more  about  GCN'S  experience!CQpYqNC  anyone? 
with  the  Prisoner  Project,  just  have  them  There  are  some  legal  and  other  materials  that  I 
I  write  us  Thanks!  are  verT  valuable  to  prisoners  and  we  never  see 

Note  to  prisoners-  You  too  can  let  us  hear  (don?,ed>  enough  of  them  to  send  inside;  so  if 
Note  to  prisoners,  you  too  can  let  us  near  you  have  SOme  access  to  copying  privileges  and| 

I  about  groups  that  have  helped  you  or  would  like  to  do  some,  call  Mike  at  GCN: 

|  friends  of  yours  get  started  back  outside.  426-4469. 

Let  us  hear  about  them,  so  we  can  pass  the! 

[word^long.  „  _ QMiteRiegle 

OOOOOOOOO0OOC 

The  NATIVE  PRISONERS  RIGHTS 
COMMITTEE  will  soon  open  an  art 
gallery  for  Native  American  prisoners’  art 
work.  Proceeds  from  this  gallery  will  be  a 
50/50  split.  Half  of  sales  will  be  returned 
to  prisoners  or  cultural  groups  inside  the 
prisons.  We  hope  this  will  be  a  good  fun¬ 
draiser  for  groups  who  are  raising  money 
for  Pow  wows,  etc.  The  other  half  will  go 
to  NPRC  for  such  costs  as  advertisement, 
wall  rental,  framing,  display  cases  etc. 

If  interested  please  write:  Native 
Prisoners  Rights  Commmittee,  930 
Walnut  St,  Chico.  CA  95928 


It  gets  bad  in  here.  Some  inmates  think  just  inspiration,  not  tech 
because  you  are  gay  that  you  have  to  make 
love  to  them.  1  am  a  country  gay  man 
looking  for  buddy  letters  to  help  me  cope 
with  this  place.  They  call  me  ’Wendy’.  Paul 
WINBORN.  106476,  LA  State  Prison 
Angola  LA  70712. _ 


,  _ HI _ _ 

HEY  THERE  POETS  AARTISTSl! 

(I  include  those  of  you  too  modest  or  un- 1 
confidept  to  call  yourselves  ‘artist’  or  ‘poet’! 
OK,  how  about  scribblers  and  doodlers?)  GCN 
can  always  use  a  fresh  supply  of  your  drawings, 
poems,  and  whatever  else  gets  out  your  feeling. 
We  do  a  big  poetry  spread  once  a  year  and  we 
ALWAYS  need  drawings  (black  A  white, 
about  as  wide  as  one  of  these  colums).  You  can 
think  of  them  as  your  gift  to  us  in  return  for 
our  gift  to  you  of  this  paper.  Don’t  worry  if 
they  re  not  ‘professional’.  We’re  looking  for 


If  you  arc  a  piisunei  nun  sn/.l  anu  i 
want  lo  write  to  a  PWA  who  are  living 
satisfying  Jives  outside,  write:  Hay 
House,  501  Santa  Monica  BlvdJ 


No. 602,  Santa  Monica  CA  90401. 
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28  Sunday  ♦  Hopkinton  ♦  Doshie  Powers  with 
bass  player  Page  Hundemer.  The  Sticky  Wicket, 

167  W.  Main  St.  9  p.m.  Info: 435-48 1 7. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event.  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is  or  Is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
Interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet.  All  listings  must  be  typed.  Please  note 
that  listings  are  printed  only  as  space  allows. 
We  regret  that  we  cannot  print  every 
submission.  No  phone  calls,  please! 

27  Saturday 

Boston  4  Massage  Training  for  Women. 
FCHC’s  Living  Well  Series.  $5  per  person.  338 
Newbury  St,  Room  203.  Pre-register:  Paul  or  Robb 
267-0900. 

Cambridge  4  Pleasure  /  Politics:  Fourth 
Annual  Lesbian,  Bisexual,  and  Gay  Studies 
Conference.  Harvard  University.  Friday  through 
Sunday.  Registration:  Arthur  Lipkin  547-2197. 

North  Shore  4  Bicycling  Lesbians  Around 
Boston:  North  Shore  Ride.  Info:  Kathy  625-6478. 

Roxbury  4  “Building  a  Multi-Issued 
Movement.”  Presented  by  Disabled  People's 
Liberation  Front  Speakers  on  lesbian  and  gay  men’s, 
women’s,  union,  AIDS,  centra)  American,  and  racism 
issues.  I  to  6  p.m.  Roxbury  Community  College.  Info: 
267-9057. 

Boston  4  Community  Meeting  to  Launch  a 
Domestic  Partnership  Ordinance.  Sponsored  by 
GBLGPA.  2  p.m.  Piemonte  Room,  City  Hall.  Info:  Jack 
Mills  7254225. 

Boston  4  AMALGM  Monthly  Men’s  Meeting. 

(AMALGM  =  Assoc  of  Mass.  Asian  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men.)  Last  Sunday  of  each  month.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St,  room  202K.  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  NAMES  Project  Quilting  Bee.  Sewing 
supplies  and  support  provided.  Arlington  St  Church 
(Boyiston  St  entrance).  4  to  9  p.m.  Info:  45 1  -9003. 

Boston  4  Monthly  Country  Western  Dance  for 
the  HIV+  Community  and  Friends.  (Not  a 
square  dance)  7  p.m.  to  midnight'  two-stepping  lesson 

7  to  8  pm.  Boston  Living  Center,  YWCA  7th  floor, 
140  Clarendon  St  Free  admission  and  refreshments. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Couples  Play  “The 
Newlywed  Game.”  DOB,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave  7  p.m.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Doshie  Powers.  Concert  at 
Crone's  Harvest  761  Centre  St  7:30  p.m.  $5.  Info: 
983-9529. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  and  Gay  Italians.  8  p.m. 
meeting;  8:30  showing  of  The  FoneH  Soys,  a  gay  Italian 
video.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  227-5363. 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Halloween 
Party.  Terr/s  house.  8  p.m.  All  welcome.  Directions: 
825-3737. 

Millls  4  WOBBLES  Halloween  Costume  Party. 

8  p.m.  Info:  Janis  (508)  386-7737. 

Boston  4  “Dark  Shadows”:  FCHC’s  Annual 
Halloween  Dance  Benefit.  Music  by  Teri  of 
Maximum  Security.  Costumes  optional.  At  Lafayette 
Place,  Downtown  Crossing.  9  p.m.  Tickets  $15.  Info: 
267-0900. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About  Halloween 
Dance.  Chem  free.  $5  in  advance,  $6  at  the  door. 
Unitarian  Church.  9  p.m.  to  I  a.m.  Info:  Keryn  (603) 
749-5851 

28  Sunday 

Boston  4  St.  Paul's  Parish  Honors  the  Memory 
of  Rev.  Thomas  Oddo.  Co-founder  of  Dignity  / 
Boston.  5:30  p.m.  Arlington  St.  Church,  35 1  Boyiston. 
Info:  227-5794. 

Boston  4  Book  Signing  and  Reading:  Men  on 
Men  3:  Best  New  Gay  Fiction,  with  editor  and  two 
authors.  7  to  9  p.m.  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  673 
Boyiston  (across  from  Copley  Library).  Info:  267- 
3010. 

Hopkinton  4  Doshie  Powers  with  bass  player  Page 
Hundemer.  The  Sticky  Wicket,  167  W.  Main  St.  9  p.m. 
Info:  4354817. 

29  Monday 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
“Pop  and  Crisps  Reception.”  Smoke  /  alcohol 
free.  7  to  10  p.m.  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St. 
Refreshments.  Info:  247-2927. 

Cambridge  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Academic  Study 
Seminar  at  M.I.T.  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Info:  Ed  547- 
9487  or  Waverly  524-9250. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Rap:  Michigan  Womyn’s 
Music  Festival.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8 
to  10  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

30  Tuesday 

Boston  4  “Say  It  Loud”:  Readings  by  Gay  and 


Lesbian  Authors.  This  month:  Neil  Miller,  author  of 
In  Search  of  Gay  America  and  former  editor  of  GCN, 
and  Amy  Hoffman,  Emerson  College  creative  writing 
teacher.  8  p.m.  Room  231  the  Center,  338  Newbury 
St  Info:  247-2927. 

Cambridge  4  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap: 
Halloween  Party/Potluck.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  30-*-  Lesbian  Rap:  Lesbians  and 
Politics.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  7:00  to 
8:30  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  4  Swing,  Foxtrot,  and  Waltz  for 
Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and  Friends.  Beginner,  Level 
II.  YMCA  at  Central  Sq.,  820  Mass.  Ave.  8  to  9  p.m. 
Week  I  of  4;  $37  for  series.  Info:  859-9455. 

Northampton  4  ACT  UP  Western  Mass. 
Benefit  Dance.  After  10  p.m.  Northstar  Restaurant, 
Green  St.  $5  suggested  donation.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Info:  (4 1 3)  549-5535. 

31  Wednesday 

Boston  4  Dykes’  Review.  A  reading  and  discussion 
group.  This  discussion:  Lesbian  Couples.  8  p.m.  Room 
203,  The  Center,  338  Newbury  St  Info:  247-2927. 

Boston  4  Triangle  Theatre  Company  Opening: 
“Boy  Meets  Boy.”  8  p.m.  runs  five  weeks,  Wed- 
Sat.  evenings.  Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58 
Berkeley  St  (above  GCN),  $15.  Info:  426-3550. 

Cambridge  4  “Express  Yourself”:  Women’s 
Talent  Showcase.  8  p.m.  Indigo,  823  Main  St  To 
participate,  contact  Cyndie  Barone  783-0211 

Nov.  I  Thursday 

Amherst  4  Holly  Near  at  BGLAD:  “The 
Courage  to  Be:  Living  Our  Visions.”  UMass 
Bisexual,  Gay,  and  Lesbian  Awareness  Days.  Room 
I63C,  Campus  Center.  8  p.m.  Info:  (413)  545-4824. 

Amherst  4  Holly  Near  Book  Signing.  Food  For 
Thought  Bookstore,  27  S.  Pleasant  St.  5  p.m.  Info: 
(413)  545-4824. 

Boston  4  Help  Build  Affordable  Housing  for 
Persons  with  AIDS.  Boston  Housing  Partnership, 
99  Chauncy  St.  5:30  p.m.  Info:  Todd  Summers  556- 
3906  or  Felix  Torres  437-6200  x263. 

Boston  4  Wholistic  Health:  A  Way  of  Life: 
“Psychoneuroimmunology:  The  Connection 
Between  the  Nervous  System  and  the  Immune 
System.”  Understanding  how  the  immune  system  is 
affected  by  various  things.  $5.  Boston  Uving  Center, 
140  Clarendon  St.,  7th  fl.  6-8  p.m.  Info  and 
registration:  267-0900. 

Cambridge  4  Art  Against  AIDS:  “Andanzas: 
Songs  of  South  America.”  Traditional  and 
contemporary  music  performed  on  native 
instruments.  7:30  p.m.  First  Church  in  Cambridge,  3 
Church  St.,  Harvard  Sq.  Tickets  $15  at  the  door.  Info 
and  reservations:  547-0473. 

Cambridge  4  Melanie  !(aye  /  Kantrowitz  reads 
from  My  Jewish  Face  and  Other  Stories.  New  Words 
Bookstore,  186  Hampshre  St  7  p.m.  Info:  876-5310. 

2  Friday 

Boston  4  FCHC  Artificial  Insemination 
Program  Orientation.  6  to  8  p.m.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  Fees  and  registration:  FCHC  267-0900. 

Arlington  4  Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal 
Workers  Meeting.  New  members  wekome.  7  p.m. 
Barbara's  home.  Info:  Carol  483-3685. 

Boston  4  Full  Moon  Music  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Poetry  Reading.  By  PWA  Coalition  News  &  GCN. 
Featuring  Rudy  Kikei,  Jesse  Mavro,  Chris  Nealon, 
Camille  Norton.  7  p.m.  Boston  Living  Center.  7th 
floor  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St 
Boston  4  Living  In  a  World  With  AIDS:  “Legal 
and  Financial  Planning.”  Presentation/discussion  of 
confidentiality  and  anti-discrimination  laws,  and  other 
legal  considerations  for  those  with  HIV/AIDS.  Session 
5  of  8.  186  Mass.  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  7:30  to  9:00  p.m. 
Info:  MCC-Boston  437-0420. 

Amherst  4  Holly  Near.  UMass  Amherst  Fine  Arts 
Center.  8  p.m.  Tickets  $10  ($5  for  UMass  students); 
call  (413)  545-25 1 1 .  More  info:  (4 1 3)  54S-4824. 

Cambridge  4  Art  Against  AIDS:  “The  Normal 
Heart.”  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  evenings,  8  p.m. 
First  Church  in  Cambridge,  3  Church  St,  Harvard  Sq. 
Tickets  $15  at  the  door,  proceeds  to  benefit  Equity 
Fights  AIDS  and  Interfaith  AIDS  Task  Force.  Info  and 
reservations:  547-0473. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbians  50+.  DOB,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8  p.m.  $1.  Info:  661- 
3633. 

3  Saturday 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Halloween  Party.  At 

Appalachian  Mountain  Club,  5  Joy  St  7  p.m.  to  I  am. 
$4.  Open  to  BAGLY  alumni  and  those  22  and  under. 
Info:  (800)  42-BAGLY. 


Ipswich  4  NSGLA  Twelfth  Anniversary 
Celebration.  Fantasy’s,  60  Newbury  St  (Rt  I).  8 
pm.  Info:  (508)  745-3848 

Hennicker,  NH  4  CAGLR  Halloween  Dance. 

Pat’s  Peak,  Rte.  1 14.  Doors  open  8:30  p.m,  costume 
contest  10:30  p.m.  $6,  or  $5  with  costume. 

Cambridge  4  Amethyst  Women’s  Fall  Fling. 

Drug,  alcohol,  smoke  free  event  for  lesbians  and 
friends.  9  to  12  p.m..  Old  Camb.  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  $6  (more  or  less). 

Cambridge  4  Tricia  Langlois.  Christopher’s,  1920 
Mass.  Ave.  9  p.m.  $5.  Info:  876-9 1 80. 

4  Sunday 

Dorchester  4  Dorchester  GALA  Potluck.  Time 
and  location:  hotline  825-3737. 

Wayland  4  Gay  and  Lesbian  Ostomates  New 
England  Gathering/Luncheon.  Resource  literature 
available.  Info:  (508)  358-6684. 

Boston  4  GL&B  Swing  and  Ballroom  Dance 
Classes.  First  session  of  six;  continues  Sundays 
through  12/16.  Four  classes  per  night:  Beginning 
Swing/Sallroom  5:30  p.m,  Argentine  Tango  6:30  p.m. 
Advanced  Swing/Sallroom  7:30  p.m.  Intermediate 
Swing/Sallroom  8:30  p.m.  Series  of  six  classes  $50. 
I636A  Beacon  St  Info:  Sara  Brodsky  522-1444. 

5  Monday 

Newton  4  Lesbian  School  Teachers/ 
Administrators  Potluck.  6:30  p.m.  Info  and 
directions:  244-5029. 

Back  Bay  4  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and 
Friends.  U-Mass  Boston,  250  Stuart  Street,  Room 
621.  Lambada  &  Dirty  Dancing,  Beginner  I,  7.-00  to  8:15 
p.m.  Swing  Intensive,  Beginner  I,  8:15  to  9:30  p.m. 
Session  I  of  3.  Info:  859-9455. 

Boston  4  NASW  Comm,  on  Gay  /  Lesbian  /  Bi 
Issues.  For  social  workers  and  social  work  students. 
Info  and  carpooling:  Meryl  964-3448.  To  get  on 
mailing  list  227-9635  days. 

7  Wednesday 

Cambridge  4  Deadline  to  Register  for  DOB 
Thanksgiving  Dinner.  Women  $10,  members  $9, 
children  $3.  Dinner  6  p.m.  11/18.  Turkey  or  veggie. 
Checks  to  DOB,  POB  667,  Uncoln  01773. 

Boston  4  NAMES  Project  /  Boston  General 
Meeting.  Volunteers  needed  to  plan  for  World  AIDS 
Day  and  other  activities  involving  the  Quilt.  7  p.m. 
Piemonte  Room,  City  Hall.  Info:  451-9003. 

8  Thursday 

Jamaica  Plain  4  Dance  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men, 
and  Friends.  Three  courses  each  evening;  each  $53 
for  six  classes.  Firehouse  Arts  Center,  659  Centre  St. 
Swing,  Foxtrot,  ond  Waltz,  Intermediate  Level  I,  6:30  to 
7:30  p.m.  Country  Western,  Beginner  I,  7:30  to  8:30 
p.m.  Tango,  Rumba  &  Merengue,  Intermediate  I,  8:30 
to  9:30  p.m.  Session  I  of  6.  Info:  859-9455. 

Cambridge  4  DOB  Coffee  Bar.  7  to  9:30  p.m. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  MSI  Mass.  Ave.  $1. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Sundays 

Boston  4  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR 
1 600AM.  1 0:30pm-130am.  Lesbians  and  gay  men. 

Boston  4  BAGLY  Drop-In  Center.  (BAGLY  = 
Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.)  St  John 
the  Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin.  Info:  (800) 
42BAGLY. 

Boston  4  Boston  Strikers  Soccer  Club.  Weekly 
novice  and  club  scrimmages.  All  levels.  3  p.m.  Info: 
Erik  423-0929  or  Jeff  876-76 II 

Boston  4  ALATEEN  Group  open  to  lesbian,  gay, 
and  bisexual  youth,  22  and  under.  338  Newbury 
Street,  rm.  202k.  6p.m.-7:30  p.m.  Info:  Dave  629-2518 
or  Frank  666-8911 

Boston  4  Gay  Narcotics  Anonymous.  The 
Center,  338  Newbury  St.  8  p.m.  Info:  247-2927. 

Mondays 

Boston  4  Monday  Night  Dinners  for  PWAs  and 
Friends.  About  100  people  with  AIDS  and  their 
friends  meet  every  Monday  at  AIDS  ACTION  for 
dinner.  No  reservations  required.  6  p.m.  AIDS 
ACTION,  131  Clarendon  St  Info:  437-6200. 

Dorchester  4  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  First 
Parish  Church.  Meeting  House  Hill.  Beginners  6:30, 
hardhats  8  p.m. 

Boston  4  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 
Coordinating  Committee.  The  Center,  338 
Newbury  St  Info:  247-2927. 


Worcester  4  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  A 
support  group  for  family,  friends,  concerned  others 
dealing  with  HIV.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  Info: 
(508)  755-3773. 

Boston  4  Northern  Lights  Alternatives 
Monday  Night  Rap  Group.  Talk  to  others  living 
with  HIV.  38  Appleton  St.  7:30-9  p.m.  Info:  Ann 
O'Rourke  694-0964. 

Cambridge  ♦  Lesbian  Rap  Group.  The  Women’s 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St  8-1 0  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Tuesdays 

Providence,  Rl  ♦  ACT  UP/Rhode  Island.  Call  for 
meeting  place  (401)  461-4191. 

Boston  4  ACT  UP/Boston.  The  Living  Center, 
YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St  7  p.m.  Info:  49-ACT  UP. 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+ 
Gay/Bisexual  Men  and  Their  Significant  Others. 
Closed  meeting.  AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305 
Shrewsbury  St  7-8:30  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Boston  4  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom  Trail  Band 

Rehearsals.  No  audition  necessary.  Mass  College  of 
Art  Longwood  and  Brookline  Ave.  7:15  p.m.  Info: 
266-0628. 

Cambridge  4  PrideTime  —  Boston  gay  and 
lesbian  television,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Cambridge  Cable 
Channel  1 9.  7  p.m. 

Wednesdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under. 
35  Bowdoin  St  New  persons’  meeting  6  p.m.;  women 
and  men  meet  separately  6:45  to  7:30;  general 
meeting  7:30  p.m.  523-7363  or  800-42BAGLY. 

Cambridge  4  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  child  care, 
wheelchair  accessible.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant 
St  6:30  to  8:00  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

Springfield  4  Names  Project  Meeting.  New 
chapter  with  weekly  quilting  meetings.  All  welcome. 
Frontier.  19  Pearl  St  7  to  10  p.m.  Info:  (413)  788- 
7459 

Worcester  4  Support  Group  for  HIV+  who  are 
in  Substance  Abuse  Recovery.  Closed  meeting. 
AIDS  Project  Worcester.  305  Shrewsbury  St  7:30  to 
9  p.m.  Info:  (508)  755-3773. 

Thursdays 

Boston  4  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop- 
in  group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE 

Boston  4  Names  Project  Quilting  Bee  —  for  the 
AIDS  Memorial  Quilt  Sewing  supplies  and  support 
provided.  Arlington  Street  Church  (use  Boyiston 
Street  entrance).  6  to  9  p.m.  Info  451-9003. 

Boston  4  The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Civil  Rights.  Meets  every  Thursday.  The  Center,  rm 
202 K.  338  Newbury  St  6:30  to  8  p.m.  Info:  828-3039. 

Portsmouth,  NH  4  Out  and  About.  A  lesbian 
social  and  support  group.  Info:  Keryn  (603)  749-5851 

Boston  4  ACA  for  Lesbians,  Gay  Men,  and 
Bisexuals.  Support  group  for  all  adult  children  of 
dysfunctional  family  systems.  Undemann  Center,  2nd 
floor,  Winthrop  Room.  Wheelchair  access.  8  p.m. 
Info:  536-2856. 

Fridays 

Watertown  4  GLOW:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of 
Watertown.  Info  395-4664. 

Boston  4  GCN  Friday  Night  Stuffing  Party. 
Come  stuff  the  paper,  eat  pizza,  and  make  new 
friends.  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.  5  p.m.  Info:  426-4469. 

Boston  4  Friday  Night  At  The  Movies.  The 
Boston  Uving  Center.  140  Clarendon  St.  Free.  7  p.m. 
Info:  236-1011 

Saturdays 

Boston  4  Frontrunners.  Meet  at  Metropolitan 
Health  Club  for  2  to  5-mi.  run  along  Charles.  Lockers 
and  showers  complimentary.  10  am.  Also:  Tues.  Ill  5 
p.m.  at  MHC'  Wed.  6:45  p.m.  at  Hatch  Shell.  Info: 
282-0013. 

Cambridge  4  Single  Mothers’  Support  Group. 
Free  drop-in  group  with  child  care,  alternate 
Saturdays.  Women’s  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  I  lam- 
1130  p.m.  Info:  354-8807. 

On-going 

Warwick,  Rl  4  Care  To  Dance:  A  Fundraising 
Dance-a-Thon.  Rhode  Island  Project  /  AIDS.  A  five- 
hour  pledge  event  to  take  place  1 1/18,  4  p.m.  to  10 
p.m.  For  information  or  to  participate,  call  now:  (401) 
83 1  -5595. 


GAY  MEN  &  LESBIANS  WANT  TO  LICK  C.L.T.! 


GAYS  AND  LESBIANS 
CONCERNED  ABOUT 
HEALTH  CARE  AND 
AIDS: 


Question  3  will  gut  programs  that 
provide  health  care  to  our  Community 
and  needed  services  to  people  with  AIDS. 

•  Fenway,  AIDS  ACTION  Committee, 
Shattuck  —  funding  cut;  programs 
slashed! 

•  Medicaid  cut.  Home  health  care  and 
community-based  treatment  no  longer 
available. 

•  HIV  education  and  prevention 
programs  defunded. 

Those  most  in  need  of  health 
services  will  be  hardest  hit  by 
Question  3. 

Question  3  will  hurt  us! 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN 

WORKERS: 

•  Teachers 

•  Nurses 

•  Social  workers 

•  Other  health  &  human 
service  workers .... 

Many  gays  and  lesbians  are  concen¬ 
trated  in  these  areas.  CLT  will  mean: 

•  Layoffs. 

•  Skeletal  staff  will  have  to  do  twice 
the  work. 

For  Gays  and  Lesbians  who  work  in 
other  fields,  CLT  will  mean: 

•  Cuts  in  funding  for  training  and 
apprenticeship  programs. 

•  Layoffs,  as  the  economy  continues 
to  deteriorate. 

Question  3  punishes  people, 
not  government! 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  & 
PROFESSIONAL 
COMMUNITY: 


Question  3  will  mean  economic  suicide 

for  Massachusetts. 

•  Continued  deterioration  of  the 
infrastructure  small  business  needs  to 
survive. 

•  Massive  layoffs  will  have  ripple  effect 
on  businesses.  Purchasing  power  will 
plummet.  Recession  will  deepen. 

•  "Junk"  bond  rating  on  state  bonds. 


We're  all  angry. 

But  let's  not  hurt  ourselves! 


Don't  be  gay  bashed  by  C.L.T. 

VOTE  NO  ON  QUESTION  3  NOVEMBER  6. 


Jennifer  Abod 
Nancy  Alach 
Randy  Albelda 
Judy  Andler 
Anonymous 
Robert  Aron 
David  Aronstein 
Stephanie  Balandis 
Anne  Barton 
Steve  Barrus 
Larry  Basile 
David  Becker 
I  Inga  Bernstein 
Dave  Bertoni 
Holly  Bishop 
Eileen  Bolinsky 
Mary  Bonauto 
Laura  Booth 
}  Walta  Borawski 
i  Angela  Bowen 
Debby  Briggs 
Laura  Briggs 
Jim  Brinning 
Michael  Bronski 
Jim  Brown 
Doris  Burford 
Kate  Byrne 
Leah  Camhi 
David  J.  Candeias 
Jeanne  Cannata 
Roger  M.  Carter 
Donna  Casali 
Kevin  Cathcart 
Margaret  Cerullo 
Pam  Chamberlain 
Harneen  Chernow 
Circle  Chiropractic,  P.C. 
Clayground 
Andrew  Cohen 
Harry  Collings 
Barry  Collins 
Common  Unity 
David  Cook 
Nicki  Croghan 
Neil  Cronin 
Christina  Crowe 
Pat  Cusick 
Ginny  Cutting 
Jay  Deacon 


Kay  Diaz 
Janet  Dillion 
Carol  Dittes 
Catharine  Dooley 
Deirdre  Doran 
Sue  Dorfman 
Greg  Dorian 
Gary  Dotterman 
Robert  Dove 
Sara  Driscoll 
Nancy  Drooker 
Harold  Dufour-Anderson 
Mary  Eich 
Bonnie  Engelhardt 
Larry  Englisher 
Marla  Erlien 
Tess  Ewing 
Don  Farr 
Jenifer  Firestone 
Patrick  Fitzgerald 
Shelagh  Flynn 
Arlene  Fortunato 
Paula  Foster 
Mike  Friedman 
Betty  Furdon  &  Mary  Leno 
Deb  Furry 
Tusi  Gaston  Guay 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Concerns 
Committee  of  SEIU  509 
Gregory  Gaza  way 
Andi  Genser 
Judith  Glaubman 
Priscilla  Golding 
Bruce  Goldstein 
Cheryl  Gooding 
Gordon  Gottlieb 
Amy  Grabel 
Susan  Graesser 
Jeremy  Grainger 
Robert  Green wald 
Susan  Greenwood 
Linda  Guinee 
Barbara  Hadden 
David  Hamburger 
Stephen  Harrington 
Linda  Harrison 
Laura  Hawley 
Felicia  Hayes 
Loie  Hayes 
Kerrissa  Heffeman 


Judy  Heiman 
Barbara  Herbert 
Anne  Herbst 
Ellen  Herman 
Kris  Hermanns 
Beth  Hilton 
G.  Derrick  Hodge 
Barbara  Hoffman 
Cathy  Hoffman 
Ann  Holder 
Deb  Howland 
Jenny  Hubbard 
Steve  Huber 
Jeff  Huyett 
Sue  Hyde 
Libba  Ingram 
Janice  Irvine 
Susan  Jarvis 
Kevin  Jennings 
David  Johnson 
Louise  Johnson 
Robb  Johnson 
Marvin  Kabakoff 
Christopher  Kadin 
Debbie  Karlan 
Carol  Katz 
Ellen  Kaye 
Margaret  Kelner 
Chris  Kendall 
Larry  Kessler 
Dede  Ketover 
Kathi  Kolb 

Mary  Ann  Kopydlowski 
Robert  Krebs 
Jan  Kruse 
Sharon  Kurtz 
David  La  Fontaine 
Sue  Landers 
Jane  Lang 
Valerie  Langbehn 
Bet  Lee 
Esther  Leidolf 
Alice  Levine 
Rebecca  Levine 
Laurie  Livingston 

Peggy  Lynch 

Michael  MacDonnell 
Ann  MacGuire 
Scott  Madden 
Nancy  Marks 


David  Martin 
Michele  Martin 
Sandy  Martin 
Coleman  McDonough 
Jade  McGleughlin 
Nicole  Meadow,  Esq. 
Peter  Medoff 
Rami  Merlin 
Miriam  Messinger 
Larry  Mezias 
Zev  Michelson 
Jack  Mills 
Pam  Mitchell 
Susan  Moir 
Maureen  Monks 
Bernadette  Murphy 
Linda  Naclario 
William  Newton  & 
Warren  Patterson 
Ann  Niederkom 
Chris  Norris 
Giulia  Norton 
Angela  O'  Callaghan 
Tim  O'Connor 
Julie  Ogletree 
Ana  Ortiz 
Leigh  Peake 
Maura  Pensak 
Dianne  Perlmutter 
Linda  M.  Ploude 
Marjorie  E.  Posner 
Johnn  Prance 
Pat  Psolar 
Jan  Puibello 
Deborah  Putnam 
Bryan  Rafanelli 
Michael  Razzino 
Kelley  Ready 
Linda  Ready 
Pat  Reeve 
Doris  Reisig 
Louise  Rice 
Tracy  Rich 
Cindy  Rizzo 
Fido  Rodenbeck 
Eleanor  Roffman 
Julie  Rosen 
Wendy  Rosen 
Shoshana  Rosenfeld 
Deborah  Rosenkrantz 


Grace  Ross 
Byron  Rushing 
Maura  Russel 
Abe  Rybeck 
Alix  Sabin 
Gary  Sandison 
Debra  Samdperil 
Cheryl  Schaffer 
Elaine  Schear 
Julie  Schneider 
Barbara  Schulman 
Lisa  Schweig 
David  Scondras 
Eric  Secoy 
Jan  Shafer 
Jessica  Shubow 
Nancy  Silverman 
Nancy  Sirvent 
Deirdre  Smith 
Dina  Sousa 
Donna  Spiegelman 
Lynn  Stephen 
Matt  Stern 

Alex  Stevens  &  David  Stitt 

Joan  Sully 

Lee  Swislow 

Gerry  Thomas 

Steve  Tierney 

Jerry  Underdahl 

Mary  Uscilka 

Jim  Voltz 

Jack  Vondras 

Stuart  Wamsleyjr. 

Nancy  Wechsler 
Liz  Welsh 
Joyce  Wermont 
Kim  Westheimer 
Karen  Wheeler 
Troy  Whitaker 
Kathy  Williams 
Nancy  Williams 
Susan  Woskie 
Carolyn  Wu 
Marilyn  Wu 
Coyote  Yesnen 
Josh  Young 
Danny  Yu 
Michael  Zucker 


Even  if  you  don'tvote  for  anything  or  anyone  e/se...V0TE  NO  ON  3! 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activists  Network  •  P.0.  Box  1450  •  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-5454 


